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Commencement  Conversations 

Ayaan  Hirsi  Ali  is  a courageous  woman 
fighting  societies  that  would  mutilate 
women,  keep  them  from  becoming 
educated,  and  sell  them  into  slavery.  Even 
as  a former  Dutch  parliament  member, 
she  has  received  death  threats.  When 
Theo  Van  Gogh  was  murdered  for 
creating,  with  Ali,  a film  educating  the 
world  about  the  mistreatment  of  women, 
a note  on  his  body  told  Ali  she  would  be 
next.  Now  in  the  United  States,  Ayaan 
Hirsi  Ali,  like  MalalaYousafzai,  is  a 
woman  of  courage.  I sincerely  hope 
President  Spar  will  consider  honoring 
Ayaan  Hirsi  Ali  for  her  courage  in  seeking 
to  improve  the  lives  of  women  around 
the  world.  She  is  a woman  who  deserves 
honor  and  praise. 

— Katherine  Etebnan  Cavaliere  ’78 

Condoleezza  Rice,  secretary  of  state  under 
George  Bush,  was  disinvited  by  Rutgers 
University  last  spring  after  students  protested. 
A brilliant  woman,  she  still  defends  the 
indefensible:  the  Iraq  war.  Hers  is  not  a 
reasoned  discourse  in  reflection  (unlike 
Defense  Secretary  Robert  McNamara’s 
later  apology  on  Vietnam),  and  that  war  is 
a blot  on  the  nation’s  honor. 

— Barrie  Tail  Collins  ’49 

In  principal  I agree  with  [President 
Spar]  about  respecting  diversity  and 
difference.  However  the  commencement 
guest-speakers  are  not  approved  by  the 
graduates  and  their  outspoken  protests  are 
quite  understandable.  Perhaps  universities 
need  a more  democratic  system  as  they 
invite  those  honored  guests. 

— Joyce  Bosnian  Brenner  ’61 


While  I agree  on  the  need  for  diversity 
of  thought  in  commencement  speeches, 
let  us  be  honest.  President  Spar  and 
the  College  will  never  take  the  first  step 
to  make  this  a reality.  Why  not  invite 
Dr.  Alveda  King,  niece  of  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  and  lifelong  prolife  and 
peace  activist  to  speak  at  next  year’s 
commencement?  Or,  perhaps  Marjorie 
Dannenfelser,  president  of  the  Susan 
B.  Anthony  List?  This  would  certainly 
balance  out  this  year’s  speaker,  Cecile 
Richards,  president  of  the  Planned 
Parenthood  Federation  of  America. 

— Diana  Torba  Windley  ’01 

A Clandestine  Computer  on  Campus 

While  I enjoyed  reading  about  Linda 
Vahdat  ’82’s  work  in  cancer  research,  I 
take  issue  with  her  statement  that  there 
were  no  computers  then.  We  had  the 
mainframe  at  Columbia  University.  In  a 
chemistry  course,  the  late  Sally  Chapman 
taught  us  some  basic  Fortran  statements.  I 
used  what  I learned  to  fake  my  way  into 
a summer  job  that  required  some  Fortran 
knowledge,  learned  a lot  more,  then  took  a 
course  the  next  fall. 

Running  programs  on  the  mainframe 
required  standing  in  a lot  of  lines  to  get 
access  to  a keypunch  machine.  Then  we 
stood  on  another  line  to  feed  our  cards 
into  the  card  reader.  I was  cutting  through 
the  tunnel  one  day  between  Schermerhorn 
and  the  College  of  Engineering,  glanced 
through  an  open  door,  and  spotted  an 
unexpected  keypunch  machine!  I was 
undeterred  by  the  fact  that  the  door  was 
labeled  “Men’s  Locker  Room.”  A quick 
check  of  the  adjacent  women’s  locker 
room  revealed  that  there  was  no  keypunch 
machine  there.  I figured  that  if  my  right 
to  use  the  machine  in  the  men’s  locker 
room  was  challenged,  I could  claim  sex 
discrimination.  In  fact,  there  was  never 
anyone  else  in  the  locker  room  when  I 
arrived  to  use  the  machine.  Occasionally  a 
male  student  would  wander  in  while  I was 
punching  away,  look  very  startled  to  see 
me,  and  wander  out  again. 

— Sarah  Rose  Werner  ’79 
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DEBORA  SPAR 
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Behind  the  Headlines 


Usually,  fall  letters  from  college  presidents  are  full  of  the  typical  fall  joys:  the  trees, 
the  leaves,  the  newly  enrolled  students  and  returning  faculty.  And  we  have  all  of  these 
on  campus  indeed.  The  trees  are  lovely.  The  students  are  wonderful,  curious  and 
engaged  and  eager  to  leap  into  all  that  Barnard  has  to  offer.  This  fall,  the  launch  of 
our  125th  anniversary,  seems  particularly  beautiful  on  Morningside  Heights,  with 
banners  proclaiming  our  legacy  draped  around  Broadway  and  Claremont,  and  our  new 
insignia  (the  Barnard  “B,”  surrounded  by  the  same  laurel  leaves  that  grace  the  College’s 
official  Athena  seal)  rapidly  becoming  part  of  the  neighborhood.  Even  the  weather  is 
cooperating. 

But  there’s  something  else  on  campus  this  year;  something  that’s  not  so  beautiful  at 
all.  Something  that  needs  to  be  discussed  and  named  and  analyzed,  even  at  the  risk  of 
inviting  controversy  and  criticism. 

And  that  something  is  sexual  assault.  In  the  spring  of  2014,  a group  of  more  than 
20  Barnard  and  Columbia  students  filed  a Title  IX  complaint  against  the  University, 
alleging  that  it  had  mishandled  cases  of  gender-based  misconduct.  This  fall,  one  of  the 
students  decided  to  further  publicize  the  problem  of  rape  on  campus  by  undertaking  a 
senior  thesis  devoted  to  the  topic,  carrying  her  50-pound  mattress  around  campus  as 
both  performance  art  and  a protest  against  sexual  assault. 

Sadly,  and  crucially,  the  allegations  we  are  witnessing  in  Morningside  Heights  are 
hardly  unique.  Indeed,  78  other  campuses  have  been  named  in  Title  IX  complaints  filed 
with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Education,  including  Harvard,  Princeton,  Dartmouth, 
and  Amherst.  Every  other  campus — named  or  not — has  almost  certainly  had  similar 
instances.  In  April,  Senators  Kirsten  Gillibrand  and  Claire  McCaskill  joined  forces 
to  request  greater  Congressional  funds  for  fighting  assault  on  campus,  arguing  that 
America’s  colleges  and  universities  have  become  “havens  for  rape  and  sexual  assault.” 

It  is  tempting  under  these  circumstances  to  argue  that  these  behaviors  have  long 
plagued  college  campuses  and  that  the  purported  epidemic  is  only  a refiection  of  higher 
levels  of  comfort  around  reporting.  It  is  easy  to  blame  the  colleges  alone  for  mishandling 
these  cases,  or  to  point  a black-and-white  finger  towards  either  the  alleged  perpetrators 
or  the  accusers,  depending  on  one’s  point  of  view.  And  it  is  foolhardy  to  believe,  much 
as  I might  want  to,  that  Barnard’s  status  as  a women’s  college  somehow  protects  us  from 
the  reality  of  sexual  assault  or  the  responsibility  to  deal  with  it.  Episodes  of  assault  do 
appear  to  be  on  the  rise,  and  we  must  find  ways — as  a community  and  institution  and 
sector — to  deal  with  them. 

At  Barnard — oddly,  perhaps,  given  our  fierce  commitment  to  the  autonomy  and 
wellbeing  of  women  and  girls — there  are  some  things  that  we  can’t  do.  Because  the 
vast  majority  of  alleged  perpetrators  in  the  cases  reported  on  our  campus  are  not 
our  students,  they  are  not  subject  to  our  disciplinary  processes  or  sanctions.  Because 
the  students  on  our  campus  who  report  assault  are  legally  adults,  we  cannot  take  it 
upon  ourselves  to  bring  their  cases  to  the  police  or  to  the  courts.  From  a purely  legal 
standpoint,  therefore,  our  role  is  to  provide  students  with  information  about  their  rights 
and  options  so  that  they  can  make  informed  choices  and  be  supported  in  the  process. 

But  still,  there  is  much  we  can  and  must  do.  First  and  foremost,  we  need  to  educate 
our  community  about  the  spectrum  of  sexual  violence  and  the  resources  available  to 
students,  both  on  campus  and  off.  We  need  to  work  with  our  colleagues  on  the  other 
side  of  Broadway  to  inform  all  students  at  Barnard  and  Columbia  about  the  nature 
Continued  on  Page  71 
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INSIDE  Photograph  by  Dorothy  Hong 
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The  Empire  State  Building  image  ® is  a registered 
trademark  of  ESRT  Empire  State  Building,  L.L.C.  and  is 
used  with  permission. 


Looking  Forward  as 

We  Look  Back... 

• 

Barnard  blue  rules!  Following  Convocation,  which  kicked  off 
Barnard’s  125th  anniversary  year,  the  Empire  State  Building,  a 
landmark  emblematic  of  the  City  of  New  York  around  the  world, 
joined  the  festivities;  the  top  of  that  iconic  structure  glowed  with 
Barnard  blue  on  October  6.  Later  that  month,  Founders  Day 
continued  the  upbeat  mood  with  a day  full  of  on-campus  activities 
for  alumnae,  faculty,  staff,  students,  family,  and  friends. 

This  issue  celebrates  our  quasquicentennial  year  in  several  ways; 
we  urge  you  to  become  involved  by  going  to  125.barnard.edu  and 
submitting  an  anecdote  about  your  time  here  as  a student.  You 
can  upload  a photo  of  yourself,  then  or  now,  as  well.  Please  check 
out  the  web  site  and  contribute  your  reminiscence.  You  can  also 
share  your  memory  on  social  media  with  #barnardl25.  If  you 
need  some  inspiration,  take  a look  at  our  feature,  “The  Way  We 
Were,”  a portfolio  of  pictures  of  Barnard  students  from  1912  to 
1962.  We  have  just  begun  going  through  Barnard’s  archival  photos 
of  student  life  with  the  hope  of  continuing  to  present  similar 
pictorials  in  subsequent  issues. 

Author  and  activist  Jennifer  Finney  Boylan  joined  the  College 
this  year  as  the  inaugural  Anna  Quindlen  Writer-in-Residence. 

In  her  essay  for  this  issue,  she  recalls  her  life  in  Morningside 
ffeights  30  years  ago,  explores  the  paths  she  took  in  those  years 
before  her  return,  and  muses  on  the  changes — in  herself  and  the 
neighborhood. 

Also  celebrating  Barnard’s  125th  is  an  exhibition  of  works 
by  noted  alumnae  artists  in  the  AicCagg  Gallery  of  The  Diana 
Center.  Lucid  Gestures^  curated  by  two  members  of  tlae  Class  of 
2013,  presents  fresh  directions  in  contemporary  art.  And  don’t 
miss  the  profile  of  Professor  Robert  McCaughey,  whose  extensive 
research  and  web-production  savvy  gives  us  an  interactive 
timeline  of  the  events  and  people  that  have  made  Barnard  College 
the  institution  it  is  today.  Find  the  timeline  at  125.barnard.edu, 
along  with  a busy  schedule  of  events  to  help  us  all  celebrate 
this  special  year.  We  look  forward  to  many  more  such  happy 
anniversaries.  — Annette  Kahn 
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Illustration  by  Satoshi  Hashimoto 


THROUGH  THE  GATES 

EVENT 


Bridging 
1 the  Gender 
Pay 

j For  women,  equal  pay 
I for  equal  work  is  an 
achievable  but  still 
unrealized  goal 

• 

“What  can  we  do  about  the  remaining 
gender  pay  gap?”  asked  Francine  Blau, 
Cornell’s  Frances  Perkins  Professor 
of  Industrial  and  Labor  Relations  and 
i professor  of  economics,  as  she  opened 
‘ her  talk,  “The  Gender  Pay  Gap:  Going, 

; Going,  But  Not  Gone,”  part  of  the 

economics  department’s  ongoing  “Women 
at  Work”  lecture  series.  An  acknowledged 
" expert  in  her  field,  Blau  has  been  teaching 
at  Cornell  since  1994  and  holds  a master’s 
f and  doctorate  in  economics  from  Harvard. 
1 Her  lecture  was  cosponsored  by  the 
Barnard  Center  for  Research  on  Women 
1=  and  the  Athena  Center  for  Leadership 
^ Studies. 

j Though  women’s  salaries  have  risen  to 

’ just  over  80  percent  of  what  men  receive, 

she  said,  statistics  compiled  from  Biblical 

I;  records  of  the  shekels  paid  for  work 
1 

^ performed  show  that  the  ratio  between 
what  women  earned  back  then  versus  what 
j men  earned  “turned  out  to  be  60  percent.” 
So,  yes,  she  acknowledged,  women  have 
been  challenged  to  close  that  gap. 

Blau  began  her  lecture,  held  in  Milbank 
^ Hall  in  September,  by  exploring  factors 
: that  have  changed  work-force  gender 
dynamics,  starting  from  just  before  World 
li  War  II.  In  1940,  she  said,  “Twenty-eight 
if  percent  of  women  had  jobs  outside 
^ the  home  as  opposed  to  80  percent  of 
; men — a major  difference  in  gender  roles.” 

1 She  explained  that  at  the  time,  “The 


by  Mervyn  Kaufman 


participation  rate  of  women  in  the  work 
force  peaked  at  age  18  through  the  early 
20s,  at  which  point  participation  fell  off 
steadily  as  women  exited  the  work  force 
permanently  when  they  married.” 

Since  World  War  II,  she  said,  “There’s 
been  a quiet  revolution  in  the  major 
gender  roles  that  women  have  been 
playing.  By  the  1960s,  a new  group  of 
women  had  entered  the  labor  force... older 
women  returning  to  the  labor  force  after 
having  children.  And  the  next  20  years 
saw  bigger  changes  in  the  participation 
age  across  all  age  groups.”  Still,  the  male- 
female  wage  differential  continued.  Why? 
Blau  suggested  that  lack  of  education  and 
work  experience  were  major  causes.  Also, 
“Women  have  been  penalized  for  not 
being  able  to  work  long  hours,”  in  many 
cases  because  of  family  responsibilities. 
But,  she  added,  other,  somewhat  more 
insidious,  psychological  factors  have 
persisted  as  well. 

“Negotiation  aversion”  is  one,  she 


suggested,  pointing  out  that  “women 
may  be  more  hesitant  than  men  when 
negotiating  for  themselves,  but  not  when 
negotiating  for  other  than  themselves.” 

She  also  cited  studies  showing  that  women 
“are  more  risk-averse  than  men  and  tend 
to  shy  away  from  competition.”  However, 
she  added,  perhaps  on  the  plus  side  for 
women,  “Recent  research  points  to  the 
growing  importance  of  interpersonal  care 
and  communication,  areas  that  seem  to 
favor  women  versus  men.  And  in  studies 
of  sociability  and  teamwork,  women  come 
out  higher  than  men.” 

So  what  explains  the  persistent  wage 
imbalance?  Is  it  education?  Until  about 
1980,  men  excelled  here.  “But  women’s 
educational  attainment  is  now  higher  than 
men’s — they’re  earning  57  percent  of 
awarded  bachelor  degrees,”  Blau  pointed 
out.  Also  affecting  the  men-women  pay 
discrepancy,  she  explained,  “is  the  fact 
that  men  tend  to  be  in  higher-paying  trade 
Continued  on  Page  71 
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CELEBpSiol 


Convocation 


A Joyous  Start  to 
Barnard’s  125thYear 


Convocation  at  the  historic  Riverside 
Church  on  September  8 launched  a year 
of  festivities  marking  the  College’s  125th 
anniversary.  Hundreds  of  students,  faculty, 
staff,  and  alumnae  attended,  filling  the 
magnificent  neo-Gothic  building,  the 
tallest  church  in  the  United  States,  with 
Barnard  spirit.  As  the  convocation  opened, 
a procession  of  presidents  from  each  class, 
going  back  to  1938,  proudly  carried  class 
banners  down  the  center  aisle;  all  were 
met  with  hearty  cheers  from  students. 

As  the  keynote,  Pulitzer  Prize-winning 
author  and  board  of  trustees  chair  emerita 
Anna  Quindlen  ’74  told  the  audience, 
“The  changes  in  the  lives  of  women  over 
the  last  125  years  mean  women’s  colleges 
are  as  important  and  as  relevant  today  as 
when  Barnard  was  founded.”  Students 
wore  colorful  class  t-shirts  and  everyone 
waved  a Barnard  pennant  for  this  special 
aerial  photo  shot  from  the  church  gallery. 
After  the  ceremony,  the  crowd  adjourned 
to  Lehman  Lawn  for  a reception  under  a 
Barnard-blue,  cloudless  sky. 
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FACULTY 


The 

Economics  of 

Happiness 

• 

Exploring  how  satisfaction 
with  life  relates  to  work, 
well-being,  and  deeision 
making 

• 

Professor  Homa  Zarghamee,  a member 
of  the  economics  department,  shoehorns 
yoga  and  writing  poetry  into  a rigorous 
schedule  of  teaching  and  conducting 
research.  “These  are  things  that  someone 
might  say,  ‘How  do  you  have  time,’”  she 
says.  “For  me,  these  things  are  actually 
productive  and  enhancing  because  they 
make  me  happy  and,  with  that  happiness. 
I’m  much  better  able  to  throw  myself  into 
my  work  when  I need  to.  I’m  much  more 
efficient  and  much  more  productive.” 

That’s  not  some  far-flung  theory, 
and  Zarghamee  does  the  research  to 
back  it  up.  She  works  in  the  field  of 
happiness  economics,  studying  how  life 
satisfaction  relates  to  work  and  wealth — 
an  increasingly  popular  topic  among 
scientists.  She  describes  her  w'ork  as  a 
study  of  extremes,  and  examines  both  the 
most  and  least  fortunate  among  us. 

One  might  expect  that  greater  wealth 
would  lead  to  greater  satisfaction,  but 
the  truth  seems_to  be  more  complicated 
than  that.  Richard  Easterlin,  a University 
of  Southern  California  professor  and  an 
influential  figure  in  happiness  economics, 
looked  at  both  rich  and  poor  countries 
and  found  that,  over  time,  happiness  and 
wealth  don’t  always  go  hand  in  hand.  Yes, 
when  you  compare  rich  countries  to  poor 
countries  at  a single  point  in  time,  people 
in  richer  countries  report  being  happier. 
But  within  a country,  as  it  prospers,  the 


professor  famously  offered,  the  average 
level  of  happiness  doesn’t  necessarily  rise 
any  higher.  This  is  commonly  called  the 
Easterlin  paradox. 

Zarghamee  and  a coauthor,  John  Ifcher 
of  Santa  Clara  University,  recently  looked 
at  that  question  from  another  angle.  When 
you  compare  rich  countries  to  poor,  are 
there  more  happy  people  in  the  rich, 
or  just  a few  lucky  souls  driving  up  the 
average?  As  a country  prospers,  and  its 
average  happiness  stays  the  same,  does 
everyone’s  happiness  stay  the  same,  and 
what  happens  to  the  extremes  (both  high 
and  low)  of  happiness?  “What  we  found 
was  that  richer  countries,”  Zarghamee 
says,  “in  all  the  ways  that  you  can  look 
at  it — getting  richer,  getting  a higher 
per-capita  income — within  a country  and 
across  countries,  are  associated  with  the 
compression  of  happiness.”  Meaning  a 
smaller  total  number  of  happy  people,  and 
a smaller  total  number  of  unhappy  people. 


Why  would  that  be?  Zarghamee  posits 
a few  guesses.  “At  the  top  end,  we  might 
just  get  used  to  a new  standard  of  living,” 
she  says.  “And  that’s  the  new  normal.” 

Or,  she  adds,  some  comparison  group 
is  getting  richer,  and  people  might  be 
responding  to  that.  “Maybe  if  all  we  care 
about  is  how  much  better  we’re  doing  than 
other  people,”  she  says,  “there  wouldn’t 
necessarily  be  a change  in  my  happiness 
as  a result.” 

Zarghamee  has  also  looked  at  how  the 
rich  spend.  In  an  article  with  Andrew  M. 
Goldstein,  chief  digital  content  officer 
of  Phaidon  and  Artspace,  the  pair  wrote 
about  the  “unprecedented  sums”  being 
paid  for  contemporary  works.  Among 
the  possible  reasons,  the  authors  cite  the 
“hedonic  treadmill”:  “As  soon  as  we  are 
better  off,  we  adapt  to  that  new  level  and 
start  looking  for  further  ways  to  increase 
our  happiness.” 

Continued  on  Page  72 
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EVENT 


Opening 
The  Closet 

Door 

• 

Investigating  the 
evolution  of  a metaphor 
for  hidden  lives 

• 

When  Edie  Windsor,  the  victorious 
plaintiff  in  the  landmark  case  that 
overturned  the  Defense  of  Marriage  Act, 
said,  “As  we  ‘came  out,’  people  saw  we 
didn’t  have  horns  and  we  were  human 
beings  like  everybody  else,”  people 
understood  exactly  what  she  meant.  With 
the  phrase  “coming  out”  she  deliberately 
evoked  the  “the  closet,”  the  metaphorical 
place  where  gay  and  lesbian  people  could 
hide  their  sexual  identities.  But  how  did 
“the  closet”  become  the  metaphor  for 
the  hidden,  shadowed  lives  that  these 
Americans  were  compelled  to  lead? 

In  an  absorbing  fall  lecture  at  the 


Barnard  Center  for  Research  on  Women, 
Henry  Abelove,  Wilbur  Fisk  Osborne 
Emeritus  Professor  of  English  at  Wesleyan 
University,  offered  insights  into  the  origin 
of  the  term.  Coeditor  of  The  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Studies  Reader,  Abelove  is  well 
known  as  an  eminent  scholar  of  queer 
theory.  He  is  the  author  of  The  Evangelist 
of  Desire:  John  Wesley  and  the  Methodists 
and  Deep  Gossip,  and  has  taught  at 
Harvard,  Princeton,  Yale,  Brown,  New 
York  University,  and  Trinity  College;  this 
lecture  was  part  of  a book  project  about 
the  intellectual  and  cultural  dimensions  of 
the  gay-liberation  movement. 

Abelove  framed  his  discussion  of  the 
emergence  and  development  of  the  phrase 
and  concept  of  ‘coming  out  of  the  closet’ 
through  a close  exploration  of  the  1950s 
literary  critic,  Francis  Matthiessen,  who 
killed  himself  a few  years  after  the  death 
of  his  longtime  lover  and  partner,  Russell 
Cheney.  “Matthiessen  adhered  to  reticence 
about  sexual  matters,”  said  Abelove.  “Any 
public  mention  would  result  in  a grave 
loss  of  professional  status  and  even  civil 
punishment.” 

Although  the  specific  term,  “the 
closet,”  was  not  known  to  Matthiessen,  the 
effective  hidden  aspects  and  “emotional 
loneliness”  would  have  been  familiar  to 


him  or  other  gay  men  and  lesbian  women 
at  the  time.  “When  did  Americans  come 
to  believe  that  reticence  was  a closet?” 
asked  Abelove,  curious  about  “the  power 
of  that  figure  of  speech.”  He  argues  that 
the  term,  evoking  “a  dark  place,  airless  and 
suffocating,”  came  to  American  attention 
in  1958  in  poetry — specifically  a work 
written  by  Frank  O’Hara,  a gay  Harvard 
student  who  knew  Matthiessen  and  was 
affected  by  the  suicide. 

In  the  poem,  “Ode:  Salute  to  the 
French  Negro  Poets,”  composed  of 
two-line  stanzas,  O’Hara  writes,  “and 
utter  disparagement  turns  into  praise  as 
generations  read  the  message/of  our  hearts 
in  adolescent  closets  who  once  shot  at  us 
in  doorways.”  To  Abelove,  even  though 
O’Hara  didn’t  invent  the  term,  that  was 
the  moment  when  “the  figure  of  the  closet 
emerged  into  American  experience  and 
language... O’Hara’s  figure  of  speech,  ‘the 
closet,’  took  wing,  first  through  his  friends, 
who  were  prominent  in  New  York  culture, 
and  second,  through  its  publication  in 
[the  groundbreaking  anthology]  The  New 
American  Poetry,  in  1960.” 

There  were  other  reasons  the  term 
took  hold.  It  was  easy  to  move  from  “the 
closet”  to  “coming  out  of  the  closet,”  said 
Abelove,  “in  self-presentation  to  others 
in  a sexual  and  gender  nonconforming 
setting.  The  closet  is  gender  neutral,  as  a 
place  of  sexual  confinement.” 

The  concept  of  “the  closet”  prompted 
other  reactions  during  the  Q&A  session 
that  followed  Abelove’s  talk. 

Professor  Jennifer  Finney  Boylan, 
Barnard’s  new  Anna  Quindlen  Writer- 
in-Residence,  who  was  Abelove’s 
student  at  Wesleyan  in  1979,  said  that 
as  a transgender  woman,  she  had  always 
associated  the  closet  with  “the  place  where 
the  clothes  were.”  It  was  in  the  closet,  she 
said,  where  a trans  woman  might  go  to 
find  some  way  to  illicitly  express  the  things 
she  felt  in  her  heart.  Boylan  also  noted 
that  she  associated  the  phrase  “coming 
out”  with  the  debutante  balls  of  society. 
Abelove  agreed  that  emerging  publicly  as 
gay  echoed  that  sense  of  entering  society. 
Continued  on  Page  72 
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THROUGH  THE  GATES 

STUDENTS 


by  R.A.  Monroe 


Illustration  by  Good  Wives  & Warriors 


A Summer  of  Science 

The  remarkable  first  year  of  Barnard’s  Summer  Research  Institute 


The  exhilarating  experience  of  doing 
hands-on  research  in  junior  high  school 
made  John  Glendinning  realize  he  wanted 
to  be  a scientist.  Now  the  Ann  Whitney 
Olin  Professor  of  Biology  at  the  College, 
Glendinning  wants  to  make  similar 
epiphanies  possible  for  his  students.  In 
2013,  he  joined  forces  with  a colleague, 
chemistry  professor  Christian  Rojas,  to 
do  just  that.  The  genesis  of  the  Summer 
Research  Institute  (SRI)  was  a three- 
year  grant  from  the  Sherman  Fairchild 
Foundation  that  w'ill  fund  1 5 students, 
known  as  Sherman  Fairchild  Scholars. 

Rojas  and  Glendinning  used  the  grant 


as  the  starting  point,  and  worked  with 
the  five  departments  or  programs  that 
became  part  of  the  institute:  biology, 
chemistry,  environmental  science, 
neuroscience  and  behavior,  and  physics 
and  astronomy.  With  additional  support 
from  the  provost’s  office  and  the  dean  of 
studies,  the  professors  launched  SRI  in 
2014.  The  program  placed  134  Barnard 
students  in  labs  on  campus  and  around 
the  New  York  City  area,  offering  them  a 
cross-disciplinary  program  of  research, 
collaboration,  and  hands-on  learning. 

Summer  research  has  long  been  a 
part  of  the  Barnard  experience  for  many 


science  students,  but  the  SRI  marks  a leap 
forward  in  how  the  school  approaches 
these  projects.  In  past  years,  each 
department  handled  its  research  program 
separately.  “We  didn’t  have  a mechanism 
for  students  to  come  together  across 
departmental  lines,”  Glendinning  says. 

This  seemed  like  a missed  opportunity. 
“More  and  more  these  days,  science  is 
being  done  in  a collaborative  mode,”  Rojas 
says.  “It’s  not  the  stereotypical  scientist 
working  alone  in  a lab,  but  people  working 
in  teams.  We  wanted  to  make  sure  students 
were  getting  a chance  to  have  those 
collaborative  experiences.” 
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IHE  SOCIAL  SIDE  OF  SCIENCE 

To  create  a cohesive  summer  research 
experience,  the  SRI  team  developed  a plan 
that  ensured  that  students  were  engaged 
on  both  a scientific  and  a social  level.  The 
social  spirit  was  set  in  motion  through 
an  introductory  barbecue,  and  continued 
throughout  the  summer.  Students  were 
invited  to  lunchtime  lectures  where 
Barnard  professors  introduced  their 
research,  which  involved  everything  from 
the  neurogenetics  of  pigeons  to  the  effects 
of  arsenic  in  groundwater. 

The  students  also  had  the  opportunity 
to  participate  in  workshops  that  taught 
them  useful  skills,  such  as  how  to  organize 
and  chart  data  on  Excel  spreadsheets 
and  how  to  create  a research  poster  for 
a presentation.  The  summer  culminated 
with  a poster  session,  where  students 
presented  the  results  of  their  research  to 
their  peers  and  professors. 

Funding  sources  supported  the 
students,  allowing  them  to  pursue  full- 
time work  on  their  projects,  without 
having  to  take  on  other  jobs  to  pay  the 
bills.  “To  do  research,  you  need  a bright 
intellect,  of  course,  but  you  also  have  to 
have  a good  pair  of  hands,”  Glendinning 
says.  “Summer  research  allows  these 
students  to  get  that  hands-on  practice  they 
need  to  develop  their  skills.  There’s  no 
substitute  for  it.” 

SUMMER  RESEARCH  LEADS  TO  A POST-BARNARD  PLAN 

The  Barnard  students  who  participated  in 
the  SRI  made  good  use  of  the  opportunity. 
Mora  Grehl  ’15,  a psychology  major, 
studied  spatial  learning  and  memory  in 
infants  and  young  children  through  the 
Barnard  Cognitive  Development  Center. 
Her  research  included  a project  with  the 
Children’s  Museum  of  Manhattan.  The 
experience  helped  her  develop  a sense  of 
what  she  wants  to  do  after  graduation. 

“Before  this  summer,  I had  experience 
with  the  clinical  side  of  developmental 
psychology,  but  not  so  much  research,” 
Grehl  says.  “I’m  thinking  about  pursuing 
a PhD,  so  I wanted  to  get  a taste  of  both. 
The  research  was  fascinating,  but  I also 
learned  that  I’m  more  suited  for  the 


clinical  side  of  things — and  I wouldn’t 
have  known  that  unless  I had  this 
opportunity.” 

BUILDING  A SCIENCE  COMMUNITY 

For  Claudia  Mack  ’15,  a senior  majoring 
in  environmental  science,  the  social  aspect 
of  the  SRI  played  an  important  role.  “Not 
only  were  the  lectures  really  enriching,  but 
it  was  exciting  to  feel  that  there  was  a real 
community  of  scientists  on  campus,”  she 
says.  Mack’s  research,  which  examined 
carbon  sequestration,  was  part  of  a much 
larger  project  that  began  in  2007  and 
involves  collaboration  with  universities  in 
Iceland  and  France. 

Doing  this  kind  of  research  was  very 
different  from  working  on  traditional  lab 
projects.  Mack  says,  in  that  lab  work  tends 
to  be  self-contained.  “This  project  was 
exciting  because  it  put  all  the  science  I’d 
been  studying  into  a real-world  context 
that  matters  on  a global  scale,”  Mack  says. 
“I  loved  feeling  like  I was  adding  to  this 
much  bigger  project.” 

A PROJECT  TO  OWN 

Anjali  Agarwalla  ’16,  a biology 
major,  worked  with  Glendinning  to 
develop  a model  for  researching  the 
pharmaceutically  induced  taste  distortion 
experienced  by  chemotherapy  patients, 
which  they  tested  on  rats.  “Following 
chemotherapy,  some  patients  report 
severely  altered  taste  perception, 
sometimes  to  the  point  where  water  is 
unpalatable,”  Agarwalla  explains.  “We 
don’t  know  exactly  what  causes  these 
altered  perceptions,  so  my  research 
was  the  first  step  in  understanding  the 
mechanism.”  Working  full  time  over 
several  weeks  gave  Agarwalla  a strong 
sense  of  project  ownership.  “There’s 
considerably  more  responsibility,  and  the 
research  is  specifically  yours,”  she  says. 

THE  FREEDOM  TO  TAKE  CHANCES 

Junior  Camilla  Buzard  ’16  conducted 
her  research  on  brown  dwarf  stars  at  the 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History. 
She  compared  the  near-infrared  spectra 
of  a sample  of  brown  dwarfs  with  those 


of  a planet  from  a different  solar  system 
than  ours.  Buzard  is  a chemistry  major, 
so  this  astronomy  research  was  a fresh 
challenge.  She  appreciated  the  chance 
to  try  something  new.  “In  lab  classes, 
experiments  have  usually  been  worked 
through  previously  to  ensure  positive 
results,”  Buzard  says.  “While  there’s 
certainly  value  in  that,  it’s  also  great  both 
to  make  your  own  decisions  about  what  to 
do  and  to  realize  that  not  all  experiments 
work  out  the  way  you  want  them  to.  That’s 
what  research  is  all  about.” 

IMMERSED  IN  LEARNING 

For  her  thesis,  chemistry  major  Ashley 
Brown  ’15  will  continue  her  research 
on  producing  compounds  that  might 
affect  the  medicinal  properties  of 
pharmaceuticals.  “Doing  the  summer 
research  allowed  me  to  immerse  myself 
and  fully  understand  the  project  and  why 
it’s  relevant,”  Brown  says.  Collaborating 
with  fellow  students  on  their  poster 
presentation  was  also  a useful  learning 
experience.  “We  had  to  figure  out  how 
to  make  our  research  appealing  and 
informative  to  someone  not  necessarily  in 
our  field,”  she  says. 

After  witnessing  the  fruits  of  a summer’s 
worth  of  effort,  Glendinning  knew  that 
the  SRI’s  first  year  was  a rousing  success. 
“The  quality  of  the  research  really  blew 
my  socks  off,”  he  says.  “The  students 
clearly  understood  their  research  so 
thoroughly,  they  answered  questions  so 
well — it  was  quite  impressive.” 

While  one  grant  expires  in  two  years, 
there  are  other  sources  of  funding; 

Barnard  faculty  and  administrators  are 
exploring  options  for  keeping  the  SRI 
going.  “It  was  clearly  important  to  find  a 
way  to  get  all  the  summer  science  research 
students  at  Barnard  to  come  together  and 
have  a common  experience  and  to  share 
their  research  results,”  Rojas  says.  “It 
exceeded  everyone’s  expectations,  and  we 
want  to  see  it  continue  to  do  so.”  • 

7o  learn  more  ahoni  the  SRI,  visit  harnard. 
edulnewsicreating-neu'-generation-scientists. 
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THROUGH  THE  GATES  by  Annette  Kahn 

FROM  THE  ARCHIVES 


The  Way  We 
Were 


1912  A mandolin  player 
entertains  classmates 

1925  Chintz  curtains  in  a 
Brooks  bay  window;  more 
tea? 

1935  Dressed  for  an 
evening  in  Brooks  Parlor 

1937  A smartly  suited 
student  enters  the  campus 

1942  No  jeans  here! 
Sporty  Columbia  men  in 
cuffed  pants,  jackets,  and 
pullovers 


1946  Long  bobs  and 
bangs  by  the  fire 

1950  Studying  and  playing 
records  with  a “midcentury 
modern”  cabinet 

1950  Encouraging  a sing- 
along  at  the  keyboard 

1960  Vestiges  of  bygone 
days:  a portable  typewriter 
and  stereo  record  player 

1962  Chintz  makes  a 
comeback,  as  does  an 
improvised  canopy  bed 
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FALL  2014  CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 


• 

THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  13-NOVEMBER  16,  6 PM 
Mujeres:  OtrolUn  Festival  de  Cine 
A Jihn  festii’al  of  v:in)icn  in  Spanish  anj  lAiliii 
American  prodnclions 
BARNARD  CAMPUS 

This  four-day  festival  celebrates  the 
achievements  of  women  who  fought  for  their 
lives  with  passion  and  pride  in  the  most  liostile 
environments  in  Argentina,  Chile.  Mexico, 
the  Sahara  desert,  and  Spain.  Presentations 
and  panels  will  shed  new  light  on  resonant 
and  inspirational  stories.  All  screenings  will 
be  subtitled  in  English.  Tickets  and  schedule: 
barnard.ednievenisiniujeres-nnesliv-feslival-dc'-citie 

• 

TUESDAY  NOVEMBER  18,  7 PM 

Power  Talk  with  Angela  Oh 

ELLA  WEED  ROOM,  2ND  FLOOR  MILBANK  HALL 

Angela  Oh  is  a 2014  Adiena  Distinguished 
Fellow  and  attorney-mediator  with  the 
California  Deparunent  of  Fair  Employment 
and  Housing,  where  she  resolves  civil-rights 
disputes.  In  1992,  Oh  was  a mediating  force 
for  Asian  Americans  during  the  L.A.  riots.  In 
1996,  President  Bill  Clinton  appointed  her  to 
the  advisory  board  of  the  President’s  Initiative 
on  .Race.  Information:  athena.hartiard.edn 

• 

THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  20,  7:30  PM 
FRIDAY  NOVEMBER  21. 7:30  PM 
SATURDAY  NOVEMBER  22  2 & 7:30  PM 

BarnardIColumbia  Dances  at  New  York 
Live  Arts 

219  W 19TH  STREET 

Now  in  its  tendi  season,  Barnard/Columbia 
Dances  at  New  York  Live  .Arts  will  feamre 
students  in  new  commissions  by  women, 
including  Patricia  Hoffbauer,  Sam  Kim 
’95,  PamTanowitz,  and  Barnard  .Associate 
Professor  of  Professional  Practice  Colleen 
Thomas-Young,  also  artistic  director  of  Colleen 
Thomas  Dance.  Tickets:  S20  i SI 2 with  QUID 

• 

SATURDAY  DECEMBER  13,  8 PM 

The  Annual  Candlelight  Concert: 

A Celebration  of  Women  Composers 
Featuring  the  Barnard-Columbia  Chorus 

CHURCH  OF  THE  ASCENSION,  221  W 107TH  STREET 

The  concert  includes  transcendent  scores, 
including  Judith  Weir's  Ilhiminare  Jernsaleni 
and  her  setting  for  choir  and  text.  Ascending  to 
Heaven.  Also  featured  is  Ethel  Smytlt’s  Mass  in 
D Minor,  which  George  Bernard  Shaw  praised 
as  magnificent.  Reception  to  follow. 


COMPLETE  LISTINGS  AT  BARNARD.EDU/CALENDARS 
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SYLLABUS 

POLITICAL  SCIENCE 


by  Melissa  Phipps 


Illustration  by  Sarah  Jacoby 


The  Conflict 
Over  Peace 

Building 

• 

A professor  highlights 
the  difficulties 
of  international 
peacekeeping  and  offers 
solutions 


Early  in  her  career,  Severine  Autesserre 
traveled  the  globe  as  a member  of 
international  intervention  organizations, 


mostly  helping  with  humanitarian  aid.  She 
also  helped  with  peace-building  efforts, 
assisting  with  post-conflict  rebuilding 
work  in  such  places  as  Afghanistan,  the 
Democratic  Republic  of  the  Congo, 
Kosovo,  and  Timor-Leste,  among  others. 

Each  region  had  its  unique  challenges, 
conflicts,  and  needs.  But  Autesserre  says 
that  wherever  she  went,  she  noticed  that 
too  often  peace  builders  would  follow 
similar  approaches:  instead  of  creating 
responses  tailored  to  a country’s  cultural 
and  economic  issues,  most  would  use 
similar  strategies  and  methods. 

There  are  not  countries  where  every 
peace-building  group  is  getting  it  right, 
she  notes.  There  are  organizations  or 
even  individuals  who  get  it  right,  and 
can  be  models  to  follow.  These  are  the 
exceptions,  however,  and  it’s  important 
to  examine  how  they  are  more  effective, 
since  even  minor  missteps  may  have  major 
consequences,  says  Autesserre,  an  assistant 


professor  of  political  science  at  Barnard 
since  2007.  In  some  cases,  instead  of  being 
encouraged  to  engage  with  communities, 
understand  customs  and  culture  and 
develop  local  connections  and  contacts, 
peace  builders  are  discouraged  from 
getting  too  close  to  the  local  population. 
They  tend  to  live  in  a sort  of  bubble, 
working  and  socializing  primarily  with 
one  another.  Inefficient  practices  might 
be  carried  out  without  question,  because 
deviating  from  an  oflicial  policy  can 
jeopardize  a career.  This  creates  distrust 
among  wary  locals — the  very  individuals 
with  the  most  at  stake  in  the  projects,  and 
who  rarely  get  ownership  of  initiatives. 

Autesserre  calls  this  bubble 
“peaceland.”  In  her  engaging  new 
book,  Peaceland:  Conflict  Resolution  and 
the  Everyday  Politics  of  International 
Intervention  (Cambridge  University  Press, 
2014),  she  highlights  efforts  that  can  be 
Continued  on  Page  72 
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THE  SALON 

WRITER 


From  Screen 
To  Page — 
And  Page  To 

Screen 

• 

Amy  Talkington  ’93 


Amy  Talkington  is  a screenwriter  who’s 
also  an  author.  Or  an  author  who’s  also  a 
screenwriter.  She  envisions  her  first  novel, 
Liv,  Forever  (Soho  Press,  2014),  one  day 
appearing  on  the  screen.  In  fact,  that’s 
initially  how  Talkington  first  conceived  the 
story,  and  she  directed  the  eerie  minute- 
long  trailer  to  promote  the  young-adult 
novel. 


by  June  D.  Bell 


For  more  than  a year,  Talkington 
rose  at  4 a.m. — before  tending  to  her 
two  young  daughters  and  then  working 
as  a screenwriter  in  Los  Angeles — to 
draft  and  then  revise  Liv,  Forever.  “It  was 
exhilarating,”  she  says.  “I  was  addicted 
to  it  in  a weird  way.  I wanted  to  try  to  get 
to  know  Liv  better,  just  get  into  her  head 
more  than  I could  in  a screenplay.  And  I 
wanted  to  create  a really  layered  history 
and  mythology  for  her  school.” 

The  plot  deftly  blends  the  critical 
ingredients  of  a teen  blockbuster; 

An  artsy  young  woman,  Olivia  “Liv” 
Bloom,  who’s  an  outsider.  A murder  at 
a spooky  boarding  school.  Supernatural 
interference.  A crush,  and  a budding, 
ghostly  romance. 

Liv,  Forever  garnered  praise  from 
Anna  Godbersen  ’02,  bestselling  author 
of  The  Luxe  series,  whose  endorsement 
graces  the  cover:  “Nimble  and  heartfelt, 
with  knowledge  rich  and  deep  of  what  it 
means  to  be  different.”  Talkington’s  editor 
sent  the  book  to  Godbersen  for  a review 
without  knowing  that  both  authors,  who 
have  since  met,  were  Barnard  alumnae. 

Crafting  a novel  satisfied  Talkington’s 
desire  to  create  an  original  piece.  It’s  an 
urge  that  is  hard  to  fulfill  in  film  alone, 
because  studios  are  leery  of  backing 
projects  that  aren’t  sequels,  franchises, 
or  guaranteed  blockbusters.  Talkington 
holds  the  rights  to  Liv,  Forever  and  has 
reached  out  to  directors  and  an  actor  in 
hopes  of  turning  it  into  a screenplay  for  a 
film  or  television.  It  wouldn’t  be  unusual 
for  a young-adult  novel  to  wind  up  on  the 
screen.  Two  books  for  and  about  teens — 
John  Green’s  The  Fault  in  Our  Stars  and 
Gayle  Forman’s  If  I Stay — were  summer 
movie  blockbusters. 

Talkington  mined  her  own  background 
to  create  Liv  Bloom.  Like  Liv,  she 
attended  boarding  school  and  was  a 
passionate  painter.  Talkington  majored 
in  art  history  at  Barnard  but  was  drawn 
to  cinema  and  film.  Her  senior  thesis 
was  an  experimental  video  installation 
that  featured  four  videos  playing 
simultaneously.  She  had  to  enlist  three 
friends  to  press  four  “start”  buttons  at  the 


Photograph  by  Katrina  Dickson 


same  moment.  “Barnard  really  encouraged 
exploration  and  independence  and  let 
me  forge  my  own  path  in  a way  that  has 
influenced  everything  that  I do,”  she  says. 

Talkington  received  an  MFA  in  film 
directing  from  Columbia  in  1999,  a year 
after  her  15-minute  film.  Second  Skin, 
received  the  New  Line  Cinema  award  for 
best  director  at  the  Columbia  Film  Festival 
and  the  top  student  prize  at  the  Austin 
Film  Festival.  As  a director,  her  episode  of 
the  web  series  Little  Horribles,  was  a South 
by  Southwest  Festival  (SXSW)  narrative 
short  official  selection  this  year. 

Since  moving  to  Los  Angeles  12  years 
ago,  Talkington  has  worked  on  dozens 
of  projects.  She  wrote  and  directed  the 
feature  film.  The  Night  of  the  White  Pants, 
starring  Tom  Wilkinson,  Nick  Stahl,  and 
Selma  Blair.  She  also  wrote  the  Private 
Benjamin  remake  for  New  Line  Cinema, 
and  the  movie  Avalon  High  for  the  Disney 
Channel,  for  which  she  won  a Writers 
Guild  Award.  In  addition  to  adapting  Liv, 
Foretier,  Talkington  currently  has  about 
half  a dozen  feature-film  projects  in  the 
works. 

Working  for  studios  requires  focus, 
flexibility,  and  often,  great  patience. 
Consider  her  script  for  an  ’80s  musical 
called  Valley  Girl.  For  six  years,  Talkington 
has  shepherded  the  project  along  a 
convoluted  course  that  included  a studio 
bankruptcy,  the  loss  of  a director,  two 
years  on  the  back  burner,  a rewrite,  and 
then  a rewrite  of  that  rewrite.  “It’s  alive 
again!” Talkington  says  with  a laugh.  “It’s 
a tricky  balance  of  having  hope  but  not 
feeling  crushed  when  things  don’t  move 
forward.  You’re  pushing  as  hard  as  you 
can,  but  you  only  have  so  much  power  as 
a writer.” 

Unless,  of  course,  you  pen  a novel. 

“You  write  it,  and  it  goes  out  in  the 
world  as  you  wrote  it,”  she  says.  “It’s 
not  rewritten  by  10  other  people.  That’s 
another  reason  it  was  so  exhilarating.  It 
exists,  and  it’s  incredibly  exciting  and 
gratifying.”  • 
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A Special 
Blend  of 
Writing  and 

Wine 

• 

Natalie  Twer  sky 
Berkowitz  '56 

• 


A fascination  with  the  process  of  how 

food  and  beverages  are  made  began  with  a 
visit  to  a potato  chip  factory,  says  Natalie 
Berkowitz,  adding,  “In  less  than  five 
minutes  the  potatoes  were  washed,  sliced, 
fried,  salted,  and  bagged.  It  w'as  a ‘Wow!’ 
moment.”  She  was  14  at  the  time. 

Now,  after  more  than  five  decades  as 
a teacher,  writer,  and  wine  enthusiast, 
Berkowitz  has  published  her  first  book, 

T/ie  \V'i/ie/?iaker’s  Hand:  Conversations  on 
Talent,  Technique,  and  Terroir  (Columbia 
University  Press,  2014),  which  details  the 


by  Kristi  Berner 


complex  and  varied  process  of  converting 
grapes  into  wine,  as  described  to  her  by 
winemakers.  She  spoke  to  more  than  40 
vintners  from  wine-producing  regions 
around  the  world  about  how  they  practice 
their  craft,  focusing  on  lesser-known 
vintners.  The  book  includes  conversations 
with  winemakers — as  well  as  their  favorite 
recipes — from  such  diverse  places  as 
England,  Greece,  and  Portugal,  and  from 
traditional  wine-producing  regions  of 
France,  Italy,  and  the  United  States. 

Winemakers  must  possess  a wide 
range  of  talents.  They  are  farmers  at 
heart,  because,  explains  Berkowitz,  “If 
there  is  no  crop,  there  is  no  wine.”  During 
the  growing  season,  they  are  pruning 
the  vines,  checking  for  bugs,  and  doing 
everything  they  can  to  ensure  a healthy 
crop  of  grapes.  Once  harvest  time  comes 
around,  it’s  a full-court  press  into  bottling, 
and  the  vintners  turn  into  chemists. 

“They  must  decide  how  to  ferment  the 
grapes — in  what  kind  of  barrel  and  how 
long — how  to  blend  them,  to  what  level  to 
toast  the  grapes,  and  then  taste  and  adjust 
the  elements  until  the  wine  matches  their 
vision,”  she  says.  “Each  of  them  has  a 
picture  of  what  their  wine  will  be.” 

Deciding  when  to  harvest  the  crop 
can  be  a challenging  decision  for  vintners 
such  as  Tuscan  Filippo  Rocchi.  “He  tests 
the  grapes  by  chewing  on  the  seeds,”  she 
says.  “It  gives  him  one  flavor  component 
about  readiness.”  For  all  farmers,  weather 
is  a major  issue.  “They  try  to  harvest  the 
grapes  before  a major  rainfall,  because  too 
much  rain  dilutes  the  juice.” 

The  best-known  winemaker  Berkowitz 
documents  in  her  book  is  90-year-old 
Miljenko  “Mike”  Grgich  of  Grgich  Hills 
Winery  in  California’s  Napa  Valley.  Grgich 
was  only  3 when  he  began  stomping  on 
grapes  at  his  family’s  winery  in  Desne, 
on  Croatia’s  Dalmatian  coast.  “Mama 
switched  me  from  breast  milk  to  wine 
when  I was  IVi  years  old,  the  youngest 
of  1 1 children,”  he  told  Berkowitz. 
“Stomping  grapes  wasn’t  Lucille  Ball’s 
[idea] . The  only  energy  in  those  days  was 
our  hands  and  feet.” 

The  inspiration  for  The  Winemaker’s 


Hand  came  from  the  author’s  work  as  an 
artist;  she  has  created  about  200  paintings 
over  the  years.  The  question  inspired  her, 
“If  Matisse  and  Van  Gogh  used  the  same 
colors,  why  are  their  paintings  different?” 
Then  one  day  it  dawned  on  her,  “I 
could  do  a collection  of  interviews  about 
wine,  and  explain  why  all  cabernets  are 
different.” 

Berkowitz  graduated  with  a degree 
in  political  science.  “In  a way,  Barnard 
is  responsible  for  this  book,  because  the 
education  helps  you  understand  why  you 
should  travel,”  she  says.  “I  am  grateful 
to  Barnard,  which  helped  me  form  as  a 
person.  It  was  enlightening  to  be  in  the 
company  of  so  many  smart  women.”  From 
her  first  job  out  of  college — “I  started  out 
as  an  inept  secretary” — Berkowitz  quickly 
moved  on  to  teaching  and  received  a 
graduate  degree  from  Teachers  College. 
She  taught  history,  economics,  and  art  at  a 
Manhattan  high  school  and  a New  Jersey 
junior  high.  Berkowitz  took  a break  from 
teaching  when  raising  her  family — she  and 
husband  Phil  have  a son  and  a daughter. 
During  that  time,  she  began  freelance 
writing  for  various  lifestyle  publications, 
and  found  herself  writing  more  and  more 
frequently  about  wine.  For  more  than 
20  years,  Berkowitz  and  her  husband 
visited  winemaking  regions  around  the 
world;  during  the  three-year  process 
of  researching  and  writing  the  book, 
Berkowitz  reconnected  with  winemakers 
she  had  met  on  her  travels. 

Berkowitz  also  taught  a wine- 
appreciation  class  to  Barnard  and 
Columbia  seniors  for  over  a decade;  she 
speaks  about  it  with  pride.  “My  mission 
was  to  teach  women  about  wine,  because  if 
they  went  into  business,  they  should  know 
how  to  handle  a wine  menu.” 

She  now  writes  the  blog  Winealicioiis, 
and  is  working  on  a book  about  the 
process  of  cheese  making.  She  also  travels 
to  Napa  frequently  with  her  husband,  who 
is  on  the  board  of  directors  of  Frog’s  Leap 
Winery.  Berkowitz  is  proud  that  her  book 
goes  beyond  the  classic  wine  book  offering 
food  and  wine  pairings.  “It  shows  you  how 
the  little  grape  jumps  into  the  bottle.”  • 
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Mailroom  to 
Movie-Making 

Parry  Creedon  '99 


I 


I 


As  a child,  Parry  Creedon  loved 
accompanying  her  parents  to  work.  The 
family  lived  in  Detroit,  where  her  parents 
ran  a production  company.  They  brought 
Creedon  along  to  watch  them  produce  TV 
commercials,  concerts,  and  live  events.  “I 
remember  a Marie  Osmond  pregnancy 
fitness  video,  and  how  awesome  I thought 
it  was,”  she  recalls. 

After  a Barnard  professor  in  an  acting 
class  told  her,  as  she  recalls  it,  “I  should 
probably  direct  and  not  act,”  Creedon 
decided  on  a double  major  in  sociology 
and  film.  A year  after  graduating,  she 
headed  to  Los  Angeles  and  landed  a job  in 
a place  that  is  legendary  in  Hollywood  for 
the  many  big  names,  like  Barry  Diller  and 
David  Geffen,  who  started  their  careers 
there:  the  mailroom.  Creedon  pushed  a 
mail  cart  through  the  halls  of  United  Talent 
Agency  and  learned  the  business.  After 
several  months,  she  was  promoted  to  a 
position  working  on  new  ventures,  such  as 
Internet  content.  She  later  left  the  agency 
to  become  an  on-set  assistant  to  producer 
Cathy  Konrad.  Working  for  Konrad  on  the 


film  Wu//e  the  Line,  she  witnessed  up  close 
the  laborious  process  of  getting  a movie 
made.  Later  production  jobs  on  other 
movies  further  honed  her  skills. 

Today,  she  is  a freelance  production 
manager  who  has  worked  on  such  films 
as  Dallas  Buyers  Club  and  Bachelorette. 

She  compares  the  work  to  starting  up  a 
small  business  quickly,  managing  it,  and 
dismantling  it.  Once  she  is  brought  in  to 
work  on  a film,  she  sets  up  an  office,  hires 
staff,  and  makes  sure  equipment,  travel 
arrangements,  and  a multitude  of  other 
details  are  taken  care  of.  She  is  responsible 
if  the  set  runs  out  of  food  at  lunchtime, 
if  an  actor  is  scheduled  to  be  on  set  who 
isn’t,  and  if  an  expensive  vehicle  is  needed 
for  a scene.  “It’s  a problem-solving  job,” 
she  says.  “You  read  the  script  and  say, 
‘What’s  that  going  to  cost,  and  how  can  we 
achieve  it?’ Then  the  creatives  come  in  and 
you  say,  ‘We  can  do  this  small  or  big.’  You 
help  present  the  practical  scenario  so  they 
can  best  choose  what  to  spend  on.” 

She  was  a coproducer  for  Dallas 
Buyers  Club,  the  film  for  which  Matthew 
McConaughey  won  the  best  actor  Oscar 
for  his  portrayal  of  an  AIDS  patient  who 
smuggles  experimental  drugs  into  the 
United  States.  Creedon  had  to  improvise 
to  pull  off  some  of  the  film’s  most 
important  scenes  because  the  project 
“was  very  hard  to  get  off  the  ground,”  she 
says.  There  wasn’t  much  of  a budget  for  a 
rodeo  scene,  for  which  “we  needed  crowds 
and  animals,”  she  says.  But  thanks  to  help 
from  a friend  who  is  a stunt  coordinator, 
Creedon  secured  permission  to  film  at  an 
amateur  rodeo  in  Louisiana,  where  anyone 
could  sign  up  to  participate.  Stunt  actors 
got  in  line  to  ride  a bull,  and  cameras 
rolled. 

Creedon  doesn’t  have  a lot  of  contact 
with  actors  (“I  try  and  allow  the  actors 
their  space,”  she  says),  but  the  on-set  vibe 
for  comedic  films  often  offers  a chance 
to  connect.  For  She’s  Ftiiiuy  That  Way, 
starring  Jennifer  Aniston  and  directed  by 
Peter  Bogdanovich  that  was  shown  at  the 
Venice  Film  Festival,  there  were  “actors 
standing  around  having  a good  time,  so 
Continued  on  Page  73 
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The  Kitchen  Bible:  Designing  the  Perfect 
Culinary  Space 
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Witness  to  History 


Recalling  how  a career  intertwines  with  a turbulent  period  in  Barnard’s  past 


To  celebrate  Barnard’s  125th  anniversary, 
history  professor  Robert  A.  McCaughey, 
the  Janet  H.  Robb  Chair  in  the  Social 
Sciences  and  cochair  of  the  Barnard  125 
steering  committee,  has  assembled  a 
dmeline  on  the  anniversary  website  that 
chronicles  the  formation,  development, 
challenges,  and  triumphs  of  the  first  college 
in  New  York  City  where  women  could 
pursue  a higher  education  commensurate 
with  one  available  to  men.  A movable  feast 
of  the  College’s  history,  the  interactive 
timeline  compiles  the  dates,  events, 
and  key  figures  in  a format  that  can  be 
viewed  in  three  dimensions — without  the 
cumbersome  glasses.  (Shaded  headlines 
below  are  from  the  timeline  at  125.barnard. 
edu.) 

The  professor  is  also  currently  at 
work  on  a history  of  Barnard,  due  to 
be  published  in  2017.  McCaughey  also 
authored  Stand,  Columbia: A History  of 
Columbia  University  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  1754—2004  (Columbia  University 
Press,  2003)  to  mark  the  university’s 
250th  anniversary  in  2004;  in  June  2014, 
Columbia  University  Press  also  published 
McCaughey’s  history  of  the  Columbia 
engineering  school.  Both  his  teaching  and 
research  include  the  histories  of  American 
colleges  and  universities. 

McCaughey  grew  up  in  Pawtucket,  R.I., 
and  attended  the  University  of  Rochester 
on  a Naval  ROTC  scholarship.  After 
being  a chemical  engineering  major  for 
“all  of  three  weeks,”  he  switched  to  an 
undergraduate  honors  program  in  history, 
earning  a master’s  in  American  studies 
at  the  University  of  North  Carolina. 
McCaughey  began  teaching  naval  history 
during  his  navy  service  and  ultimately 
earned  his  doctorate  at  Harvard. 

Through  his  research,  and  as  an 


eyewitness,  during  his  lengthy  career, 
to  one  of  the  most  tumultuous  periods 
in  Columbia  and  Barnard’s  history, 
McCaughey  is  deeply  knowledgeable  about 
both  institutions. 

April  1968 — Police  Clear  Columbia 
Buildings.  Over  700  Columbia 
students  arrested  following  police 
clearing  of  the  five  occupied 
Columbia  buildings.  115  Barnard 
students  among  the  arrested. 

In  September  1969,  McCaughey  began 
teaching  at  Barnard.  New  to  New  York 
City  and  with  a young  family,  he  came 
to  a campus  that  was  still  unsettled  from 
the  turbulent  events  of  the  previous  year. 
“Faculty,  students,  and  administrators 
were  still  sorting  out  ‘What  side  of  the 
barricade  were  you  on?  Do  my  friendships 
endure?”’  he  recalls.  “It  was  a tricky  time 
for  somebody  coming  in  who  wanted  to 
become  part  of  the  community  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

“In  a sense,  there  were  strains  in  that 
community,”  he  continues.  “It  was  pretty 
raw  here... students  were  on  edge.  I went 
three  straight  years  without  finishing  an 
academic  year  in  a normal  fashion.” 

Assistant  professors  had  a heavy  teaching 
load;  McCaughey  kept  his  head  down  and 
soldiered  on.  In  1975,  he  received  tenure, 
which  provided  a sense  of  security.  He  was 
teaching  at  both  Barnard  and  Columbia 
(mostly  graduate  courses),  finding  his  work 
very  satisfying. 

November  1975 — ^Jacquelyn  A. 
Mattfeld,  then  provost  of  Brown 
University,  named  Barnard’s  fourth 
president.  Arrives  on  campus  in 
February  1976. 

Mattfeld’s  presidency  lasted  only  four 
years,  but  it  was  an  extremely  challenging 
time  for  faculty  and  students.  With  pressure 


on  Barnard  to  merge  with  Columbia 
College,  tensions  ran  high.  “No  question 
in  my  mind  that  most  Barnard  faculty 
were  very  dubious  of  the  consequences 
for  faculty  of  a merger,”  McCaughey  says. 
“There  were  probably  30  or  40  Barnard 
faculty  who  were  teaching  a sufficient 
amount  at  Columbia;  should  a merger  take 
place  it  would  have  less  impact  on  them 
than  on  other  folks.  That  made  for  strains 
in  the  faculty.” 

May  1980 — Mattfeld  resigns  under 
fire  from  the  trustees;  Board  appoints 
its  youngest  member,  30-year-old 
Ellen  V.  Futter  ’71  as  acting  president. 
Trustees  stay  with  Futter,  making  her 
the  youngest  college  president  in  the 
country. 

“She’d  been  involved  in  some  of  the 
major  committees  (as  a trustee  since 
1972)  and  knew  the  players,”  explains 
McCaughey.  “Also,  she  was  close  enough 
in  [age]  to  the  students  to  have  some 
legitimate  claim  to  being  representative 
of  that  generation.”  As  president,  Futter 
successfully  saw  the  College  through  the 
period  of  readjustment  after  Columbia 
College  went  coed.  She  garnered  support 
from  faculty  and  students  and  transitioned 
Barnard  into  a new  era. 

July  1987 — Robert  A.  McCaughey, 
a member  of  Barnard  history 
department  since  1969,  named  dean 
of  the  faculty. 

“What  was  terrific  about  being  dean 
was  I got  to  know  many  more  faculty’  than 
I would  have  otherwise,”  he  says.  “I’d 
been  [founding]  director  of  the  first-year 
seminar  program  and  I got  to  meet  a large 
number  of  faculty  in  the  social  sciences  and 
humanities  outside  of  my  own  department 
and  the  neighboring  offices  in  Lehman.” 
McCaughey  also  received  the  Emily 
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Ciregory  "leaching  Excellence  Award  in 
1987. 

“As  dean,  I got  to  know  the  science 
faculty  and  the  folks  in  the  arts  in  a way 
that  I hadn’t,  and  that  most  of  us  don’t 
if  we’re  not  in  those  helds.  That  was  a 
terrific  opportunity.  I came  away  especially 
impressed  with  the  commitment  on  the 
part  of  science  faculty  to  teach  in  a liberal 
arts  college."  He  explains  that  a historian 
such  as  himself  can  function  at  diverse 
institutions,  and  that  working  with  graduate 
students  has  positives  and  negatives. 
However,  since  science  faculty  members 
typically  rely  on  graduate  students  and 
postdoctoral  students  for  research,  working 
at  an  institution  without  them  can  be 
decidedly  different.  “Barnard’s  been  blessed 
with  [science]  faculty  who  have  maintained 
a research  agenda  but  have  been  able  to 
meet  the  expectations  of  an  undergraduate 
college  in  terms  of  commitment  of  time 
and  energy  to  students,”  he  notes. 

It  was  also  possible  as  dean  to  help 
Barnard  flourish  in  the  years  following 
Columbia  College’s  becoming  a 
coeducational  institution.  In  1993, 
McCaughey  decided  to  step  down  from 
the  position  of  dean  and  return  to  full- 
time teaching.  While  he  has  gladly  taught 
Columbia  students  over  the  past  two 
decades,  he  has  done  so  exclusively  on  the 
Barnard  campus. 

With  other  faculty  members  in  the 
history  department  teaching  most  of  the 
courses  he’d  taught  before  becoming 
dean,  McCaughey  sought  new  topics.  He 
decided  on  American  maritime  history, 
which  suited  him  well  since  he’d  served  in 
the  navy  and  is  an  avid  sailor.  While  the 
field  is  a fairly  small  one,  its  impact  on 
historical  events  is  quite  extraordinary.  “If 
you’re  doing  early-American  history,  which 
I taught  spring  semester,  you  cannot  begin 
to  understand  the  Colonial  experience 
without  emphasizing  the  maritime 
dimension  of  it  from  Georgia  up  to  the 
province  of  Maine,”  he  says,  adding  that 
“[New  York  City]  remains  one  of  the  great 
centers  of  maritime  commerce.” There  is 
even  a direct  tie-in  to  Columbia,  as  Low 
Memorial  Library  and  Schermerhorn  Hall 
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are  named  for  families  whose  wealth  came 
from  shipping. 

McCaughey  also  served  three  terms  as 
chair  of  Barnard’s  history  department. 

He  is  pleased  that  the  department  is 
vastly  more  diverse  in  subject  matter  and 
personnel  than  it  w'as  45  years  ago  when 
he  joined  the  faculty.  “The  diversity  was 
facilitated  by  a commitment  to  [expand] 
the  regional  coverage  to  become  global,”  he 
says.  “At  Barnard,  it’s  been  a rather  quiet 
but  important  change.” 

October  2014 — Founders  Day 
Marks  12Stli.  All-day  campus 
events  open  to  the  community  mark 
Barnard’s  125th  birthday. 

The  occasion  of  the  125th  anniversary 
calls  for  a bit  of  reflection.  McCaughey 
would  like  the  anniversary  to  stimulate 
interest  in  Barnard’s  history.  There  are 
plans  for  an  upcoming  course  in  which 
students  will  write  about  the  College. 

“A  birthday  becomes  an  occasion  to 
reexamine,  to  look  again,  to  take  a fresh 
peek  at  what  we  were,”  he  says.  “I  think 
we’re  in  a confident  enough  position  to  take 
that  kind  of  look.” 

McCaughey  has  organized  a 
workshop,  Making  Barnard  History,  for 
administrators,  alumnae,  and  faculty  (both 
active  and  retired),  and  one  of  the  topics 
he’s  taclding  is  “how  Barnard  slipped  the 
merger  noose.”  He  explains:  “It  seems  to 
me  there  were  very  few  institutions  that 
managed  to  pull  off  what  Barnard  pulled 
off  in  the  late  ’70s/early  ’80s:  maintain  a 
relationship  with  a great  university — that 
relationship  going  hack  almost  100  years 
at  the  time — and  yet  not  only  retain  its 
autonomy,  but  be  in  a better  position  to 
assert  its  distinctiveness  in  the  subsequent 
years. 

“My  own  reading  of  the  situation  is  that 
the  relationship  with  that  vast  university 
is  about  as  healthy  at  this  moment  as  it 
has  been  at  any  time  in  the  125  years,”  he 
continues.  “On  both  sides  of  the  issue — the 
autonomy  and  the  relationship — somehow 
we  seem  to  have  pulled  it  off.”  He  pauses. 
“Subject  to  tomorrow’s  events.”  • 
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July  1879 

“Admirable 

Frederick” 

Columbia's  presidem. 
Frederick  A. i’.  Barnard, 
argues  for  the  admission 
of  women  to  Columbia's 
schools. 


January  1888 
Annie  Nathan  Meyer 
The  1 8-\’ear-old  writes 
a letter  'printed  in 
I'hc  Sation)  calling  I'n 
Columbia  to  <ipen  a 
school  for  women. 


April  1889 

Columbia  Approves 
Women’s  College 

Columbia  College 
trustees  unanimously 
endorse  a plan  for 
an  affiliated  women's 
college,  naming  it  for- 
the  recently  retired  and 
terminally  ill  Frederick 
Barnard. 


October  1889 

Barnard  College 
Opens 

A brownstone  on 
Madison  Avenur 
beuveen  44th  and  45th 
streets,  is  the  College's 
first  home:  36  students 
enroll. 


October  1891 

First  W'oman  Faculty 

Barnard  l-.ir,  - I •:  ih 
tiiV  ,,!;  >,  will.  • 

Fhn  in  bniany, ; - it . 
tirsT  woman  i tult; 
member. 


September  1898 
Barnard’s  First 
Building  Opens 

Milbank  Hall,  with 
its  two  wings  of  Fiske 
and  Brinckerhofi'  halls, 
opens  on  1 20th  Street 
between  Broadway  and 
Claremont  Aretiue. 


January  1900 
First  Intercorporate 
Agreement 
Barnard's  dean  and 
Columbia's  president 
reach  an  agreement 
by  which  Barnard 
is  designated  "the 
undergraduate  institution 
for  women  at  Columbia 
University.’'  with  its  own 
board  and  faculty. 


July  1903 
Barnard  Campus 
Expands 
Barnard  trustees 
purchase  two  blocks 
between  1 16th  ;ind  1 18th 
streets  from  N'ew'’i'ork 
Hospital  for  $ 1 million, 
with  mone\'  provided 
by  F.li/abcth  Milbank 
Anderson. 


April  1911 

^’irginia  Gildersleeve 
Named  Dean 

N'irgina  C.  Gildersleeve, 
an  1 899  Barnard 
graduate,  becomes 
Barnard's  third  dean.  She 
serves  for  3 1 years. 


September  1927 
Seven  Sisters 
Vi’ith  Dean  Gildersleeve 
leading  the  v.ay, 
Barnard,  Br\Ti  .Mawr. 
Mt.  Holyoke.  Radclifi'e. 
.Smith, ^'assar,  and 
Wellesley  join  forces 
as  llte  ‘Seven  Women's 
(Colleges  of  the  Fast." 
to  promote  women’s 
colleges  and  undertake 
collective  fund-raising. 


July  1947 
Mrs.  Mac 
Millicent  Carey 
Mclnto-.h.  known 
as  "Mi:,.  Mac,"  is 
Barnard's  fourth  dean. 
Her  title  is  changed 
to  "president"  in 
1952,  making  her  the 
College'",  first.  She  is  in 
office  for  1 5 vears. 


i April  1968 

Columbia  Buildings 
f Takeover 

' Several  hundred  students 
occupy  five  Columbia 
buildings.  More  than  “00 
students  are  arrested, 
including  1 1 5 from 
' Barnard. 


November  1975 

Peterson  resigns, 
Jacquelyn  Mattfeld 
named 

President  Peterson  steps 
down  in  the  face  of 
opposition  from  trustees. 
Jace]uelyn  Mattfeld, 
provost  of  Brown 
University,  is  named 
the  College's  fourth 
president. 


May  1 980 
Mattfeld  Resigns 
President  Jacquelyn 
Mattfeld  resigns  under 
fire  from  trustees. 


June  1980 

Ellen  Futter  Named 
President 
The  board  appoints 
Ellen  Futter  1 as  acting 
president,  then  president. 
She  steers  the  College 
through  talks  of  a merger 
with  Columbia. 


January  1 981 

Columbia  College  to 
go  Coed 

■A  new  accord  is  reached 
between  Barnard  and 
Columbia,  whereby 
Columbia  College  will 
begin  admitting  women 
in  1983. 


i May  1993 

I Ellen  Futter  Steps 
i Down 

, After  1 3 years  as 
■ president.  Ellen  Futter 
resigns  to  become  head 
of  the  American  Museum 
of  Natural  1 listory. 
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April  1 994 

New  President 

Judith  Shapiro,  provost 
at  Bryn  .Mawr  College, 
becomes  Barnard’s  sixth. 


June  2007 

Judith  Shapiro  Retires 

After  1 3 years  as 
president.  Judith  Shapiro 
retires. 


July  2008 

Debora  Spar  Named 
President 

Political  scientist  and 
! lart  ard  Busines.s  School 
professor  and  dean 
Debora  Spar  becomes 
Barnard’s  seventh 
president. 


July  2009 

Diana  Center  Opens 

New  student  center 
opens  on  space  earlier 
occupied  by  the 
McIntosh  Center.  It 
is  named  for  Diana 
Toulialou  V’agelos  '55. 


October  2014 
Barnard  Marks 
Quasquicentennial 
October  " is  the  1 25th 
anniversary  of  the 
first  day  of  classes 
at  Barnartl  College. 

In  celebration,  tlie 
Empire  State  Building 
is  lit  up  e.n  the  night  of 
October  ■>. 
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by  Jessica  Gross 


Photograph  by  Robyn  Twomey/Redux 


Making 

Government 

Happen 

• 

Emma  Wolfe  ’01  on 
her  role  as  New  York 
City  Mayor  Bill  de 
Blasio’s  Director  of 
In  ter  gov  e r n m e n ta  I Affa  i rs 
• 


In  retrospect,  it’s  as  though  the  seed 
for  Emma  Wolfe’s  career  in  community 
organizing  and  politics  was  planted  at 
birth.  Her  mother,  an  avid  Democrat, 
had  “fervent  beliefs  about  what  was  fair 
and  right,  and  a real  belief  in  the  value  of 
public  service,”  Wolfe  says.  Wolfe  couldn’t 
have  known  then  that  she  would  eventually 
help  run  Bill  de  Blasio’s  astoundingly 
successful  mayoral  campaign,  then  serve 
as  his  director  of  intergovernmental  affairs, 
working  with  olhcials  to  garner  support 
for  the  New  York  City  mayor’s  progressive 
agenda. 

She  didn’t  know  it  at  Barnard,  either, 
but  it  was  there  that  Wolfe’s  interest  in 
activism  and  public  service  started  to  take 
a hrm  foothold.  She’d  decided  to  attend 
the  College  with  the  help  of  her  mother, 
who  found  a flier  advertising  the  school. 

A Massachusetts  native,  Wolfe  knew  she 
wanted  to  go  to  college  in  a city,  and 
Barnard  was  one  of  just  a couple  of  schools 
she  visited.  “Like  a lot  of  folks,  I don’t  think 
I approached  how  to  pick  college  with  the 
most  comprehensive  mindset,”  she  says 
now,  laughing. 

At  Barnard,  Wolfe’s  interest  in  cities 
drove  her  curriculum,  and  she  majored  in 
urban  studies  and  sociology.  “I  was  totally 
interested  in  cities  and  how  they  ran,”  she 
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says.  “I  think  a lot  of  the  most  pressing 
challenges  that  face  folks  anywhere  can 
really  be  encapsulated  in  an  urban  center.” 
As  part  of  the  urban  studies  major,  she  was 
required  to  venture  off  campus  for  field 
experience.  “For  me,  the  world  we  were 
studying  was  New  York  City — how  great 
is  that?”  she  says.  She  also  had  professors 
with  a great  deal  of  experience  working 
outside  of  academia,  impacting  public  life 
through  government  or  otherwise.  “I  had 
a tendency  to  get  in  a bubble.  You  can’t 
do  that  when  it  comes  to  a field  like  urban 
studies,  and  Barnard  was  really  good  about 
making  sure  that  didn’t  happen,”  she  says. 

It  was  also  while  she  was  at  Barnard 
that  Matthew  Shepard,  a gay  University  of 
Wyoming  student,  was  murdered.  Wolfe 
and  many  other  students  rallied  in  protest, 
a formative  moment  in  her  involvement  in 
activism.  “The  death  of  Matthew  Shepard, 
for  me,  sort  of  came  out  of  nowhere,” 

Wolfe  says.  “It  sort  of  blew  up  into  my 
consciousness.” 

After  she  graduated,  Wolfe  worked  with 
ACORN,  organizing  in  Crown  Heights 
and  Bedford-Stuyvesant  before  working 
with  other  ACORN  staff  on  the  mayoral 
campaign  10  years  later.  “We  were  all  foot 
soldiers,  happy  to  be  doing  the  ground- 
level  organizing,  and  many  of  us  in  that 
cohort  really  caught  the  political  bug,” 
she  says.  “I  know  I did.”  The  experience 
opened  her  eyes  to  “how  a big,  impactful 
member-based  community  organization 
can  play  a role  in  not  only  government,  but 
also  political  campaigns,  which  can  have  a 
direct  impact  on  governing  afterwards.” 

Wolfe  subsequently  worked  in  southwest 
Ohio  for  about  a year,  getting  out  the  vote 
for  John  Kerry  in  2004.  When  she  returned 
to  New  York,  she  did  nursing-home-worker 
organizing,  and  worked  briefly  for  the  New 
York  state  senate.  Wolfe  also  spent  several 
years  at  the  Working  Families  Party  before 
moving  on  to  de  Blasio’s  campaign  for 
public  advocate,  which  he  won  in  2009, 
naming  Wolfe  as  his  chief  of  staff.  When 
de  Blasio  announced  his  plan  to  run  for 
mayor,  Wolfe  became  his  deputy  campaign 
manager  and  political  director. 

It  was  a remarkable  campaign.  Until  a 


few  weeks  before  de  Blasio  won,  it  seemed 
pretty  certain  that  he  wouldn’t.  Then,  his 
popularity  surged.  “The  whole  lead-up  for 
those  final  three  or  four  weeks  was  pretty 
surreal,”  Wolfe  admits.  “We  had  spent  so 
long  as  the  not-likely  candidate  to  win.  And 
then  suddenly,  in  August  and  September, 
the  dynamics  of  the  race  totally  changed.” 
The  team  believed  fervently  in  de  Blasio’s 
campaign  platform  of  addressing  inequality 
aggressively  in  New  York  City,  so  their 
success  didn’t  register  as  a shock,  but  the 
sense  of  being  underdogs  in  the  race  never 
evaporated.  “What  was  surprising,  I’m 
not  going  to  lie,  was  outright  winning  as 
opposed  to  having  a runoff,”  Wolfe  says. 
“That  was  pretty  stunning.  So  it  was  a 
pretty  amazing  night.” 

On  a day-to-day  level,  the  experience 
of  working  on  de  Blasio’s  campaign  was 
particularly  rewarding  in  the  clarity  of 
its  mission.  His  platform,  addressing 
socioeconomic  inequality  in  New  York  City, 
was  integral  to  his  personhood  and  belief 
system.  Wolfe  says,  “It  wasn’t  like  there  was 
any  sitting  in  a room  somewhere,  throwing 
a bunch  of  core  message  frames  up  against 
the  wall  and  seeing  what  sticks,  which 
actually  does  happen  on  some  campaigns,” 
she  says.  “It  was  totally  liberating,  even 
when  we  were  way  down  in  the  polls  and 
very  few  people  were  expecting  us  to 
succeed.  There  was  the  sort  of  day-in,  day- 
out,  core  understanding  of  who  we  were. 
And  if  we  were  going  to  win,  it  was  going  to 
be  because  of  who  we  were.” 

In  Wolfe’s  role  as  director  of 
intergovernmental  affairs,  she  connects 
the  dots,  soliciting  support  for  the 
administration’s  agenda  both  inside  and 
outside  of  City  Hall.  That  can  mean 
helping  get  legislation  over  the  finish  line, 
drumming  up  funding,  or  mobilizing 
stakeholders  in  the  community.  “There’s 
just  no  typical  day,”  Wolfe  says.  The  only 
constant  is  her  8:00  a.m.  phone  call  with 
her  team.  From  there,  the  day  can  take 
many  different  forms:  a senior  cabinet 
meeting,  a meeting  with  the  mayor,  talking 
to  legislators  or  advocates  or  experts 
or  people  at  City  Hall.  “The  pace  and 
variation  is  extreme,”  Wolfe  says,  “but  also 


pretty  thrilling.” 

Implementing  universal,  free  pre- 
kindergarten throughout  New  York 
City  was  a centerpiece  of  the  mayor’s 
campaign,  and  this  September,  more  than 
50,000  4-year-olds — more  than  twice  last 
year’s  number — flooded  classrooms  as  the 
program  took  hold.  Wolfe  was  instrumental 
in  the  legislative  campaign  for  this  piece 
of  the  administration’s  agenda,  which 
involved  convincing  Albany  that  universal 
pre-kindergarten  “was  a game-changer, 
not  only  for  the  education  of  those  kids 
and  for  their  lives,  but  also  a tremendous 
accomplishment  for  parents,  to  know 
that  at  progressively  younger  ages  they 
were  going  to  be  able  to  take  their  kids 
to  a full-day  classroom.”  Wolfe  cites  the 
success  of  this  undertaking  as  one  of  her 
most  fulfilling  moments  on  the  job  so  far. 
“The  first  day  of  school,  I sort  of  pinched 
myself,”  she  says.  “I  had  the  utmost 
pride  and  admiration  for  what  folks  had 
done.”  She  felt  similarly  rewarded  by  the 
successful  push  for  municipal  ID  cards 
and  paid  sick  days  for  New  York  City 
residents.  “Those  were  another  couple  of 
big  moments,”  she  says.  “It  took  working 
together  with  our  allies  both  across  the  hall 
and  folks  invested  in  communities  across 
the  city  to  do  it,  and  we  did  it.” 

Although  Wolfe  has  been  working  in  this 
field  for  well  over  a decade  by  now,  she  still 
finds  aspects  of  her  current  role  surprising. 
“I  don’t  think  I could  have  predicted  the 
sheer  pace  and  intensity'  of  it,”  she  says. 
“Also,  I always  knew  that  there  were  smart 
people  in  government,  but  there  are  a lot 
of  smart  folks  here  who  are  incredibly 
dedicated  to  their  day  jobs.”  As  is  Emma 
Wolfe  herself.  • 
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Photographs  by  Katherine  Wolkoff  '98 
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Lucid  Gestures:  An  Exhibition  of  Bainiard 
Aliininae  Artists  honors  the  125th 
anniversary  of  the  College  with  a diverse 
range  of  works,  from  a text-filled  painting 
to  a computer-generated  video.  The  show, 
which  runs  from  October  24  through 
November  17  in  the  Louise  Heuhlein 
AIcCagg  ’59  Gallery,  is  the  brainchild  of 
Eunice  Kim  {right  in  photo  above)  and 
Vanessa  Thill,  both  from  the  Class  of ’13. 
Last  spring,  the  recent  graduates  proposed 
an  exhibit,  catalogue,  and  series  of  video 
interviews  featuring  alumnae  artists, 
writers,  and  curators  as  a project  for 
Barnard’s  milestone  anniversary.  Thill  and 
Kim,  like  many  of  the  artists  appearing 
in  the  show,  benefited  from  significant 


artistic  training  at  Barnard;  both  majored 
in  art  history  with  a concentration  in 
visual  arts.  Both  are  working  artists;  Thill 
specializes  in  mixed-media  sculpture,  and 
Kim  in  photography  and  printmaking. 

The  show’s  aim  is,  among  other  things, 
to  draw  attention  to  the  methods  of  each 
artist;  “an  analysis  of  specific  approaches,” 
the  curators’  proposal  explains,  “can 
reveal  theoretical  substructures  that 
reflect  larger  cultural  forces.”  The 
exhibit’s  themes  include  the  examination 
of  preexisting  social  structures  and  an 
interest  in  the  production  of  work.  “Our 
goal  is  recognition,”  they  write.  “Of 
contingencies  and  contexts,  of  diverse 
subjectivities,  and  of  women’s  real 


accomplishments.” 

The  featured  artists  include  such 
names  as  Mierle  Laderman  Ukeles  ’61, 
Erica  Baum  ’84,  Margaret  Lee  ’01,  Marina 
Zurkow,  and  the  late  Sarah  Charlesworth 
’69,  and  represent  a broad  array  of  styles, 
techniques,  and  concerns.  The  curators 
selected  them  after  an  application  process 
and  a series  of  studio  and  gallery  visits. 
Zurkow’s  Mesocosni  (Wink,  Texas)  uses 
video  animation  to  present  a surreal 
and  futuristic  scene:  a pool  ripples; 
clouds  pass;  smokestacks  flare;  wolves 
wander  by;  a man  in  a yellow  hazmat  suit 
comes  and  goes.  The  landscape  subdy 
evolves  for  146  hours  without  repeating. 
Ukeles’s  photograph  Washing,  Tracks, 
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Maintenance:  Outside  captures  another 
kind  of  process:  the  artist’s  self-imposed 
task  of  cleaning  the  Wadsworth  Atheneum 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  one  of  many  pieces  of 
“maintenance  art”  she  has  produced. 

Other  pieces  ask  viewers  to  question 
the  limits  of  representation.  In  Margaret 
Lee’s  The  World  Is  Not  Your  Oyster  (Lemons 
and  Lime  Table),  fake  citrus  fruits  support 
one  leg  of  a table,  and  the  tabletop  bears 
the  image  of  another  table.  Reality  seems 
just  as  tenuous  in  Baum’s  Irma,  an  image 
that  captures  the  turning  pages  of  a book; 
each  page  constitutes  a smaller  image 
within  the  larger  one. 

On  the  following  pages,  we  invite  you 
to  learn  more  about  the  lives  and  art,  and 


what  inspires  it,  of  several  of  the  artists 
whose  work  is  featured  in  Lucid  Gestures: 
An  Exhibition  of  Barnard  Alumnae  Artists. 
During  our  anniversary  year  of  Barnard 
Magazine  issues,  we  expect  to  feature 
other  works  by  artists  in  this  exhibition. 
—AD 


OCTOBER  24-NOVeMBER  17,2014 

WEDNESDAYS  & SATURDAYS  1-7  PM  & BY  APPOINTMEN'I 

Lucid  Gestures;  An  Exhibition  of  Barnard 
Alumnae  Artists 

MCCAGG  GALLERY,  THE  DIANA  CENTER,  4TH  FLOOR 


Above 

1 Lizzy  De  Vita 
Untitled  (Redheads), 
2009-present,  colored 
pencil  on  paper,  ongoing 
performance 
Courtesy  of  the  artist 

2 Ada  Potter 

Ice  Field  #2,  2014, 
platinum  palladium  print 
fragment,  1 x 1 in 
Courtesy  of  the  artist 

3 Erica  Baum 

Irma  from  Naked  Eye, 
Volume  Two,  2011,  archival 
pigment  print,  16  x 11 .6  in 
Courtesy  of  Bureau 


4 Emily  Weiner 
You  and  I Are 
Disappearing,  2012,  oil  on 
linen,  20  x 16  in 
Courtesy  of  the  artist 

5 Annabel  Daou 

lor  sale,  2012,  ink,  gesso, 
repair  tape  on  paper, 

54  X 40  in 

Courtesy  of  the  artist 

6 Christina  Kelly 

A Field  Guide  to  Office 
Plants,  2014,  artist  book 
and  installation 
Courtesy  of  the  artist 
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“I  feel  to  a certain  degree  I discovered 
art  at  Barnard,”  says  Lizzy  DeVita,  who 
studied  drawing  and  printmaking  as  an 
undergraduate.  Her  artistic  education 
extended  beyond  the  classroom:  she  was 
a regular  at  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Art  and  at  several  Chelsea  and  Brooklyn 
galleries.  After  graduation,  she  relied  on 
other  Barnard  alumnae  for  feedback  and 
exhibited  alongside  them  in  shows;  these 
young  artists  and  curators  constituted 
“an  informed  community  around  me,” 
she  says. 

Barnard’s  influence  has  followed  DeVita 
to  Yale,  where  she  is  in  her  second  year  of 
a master’s  of  flne  arts  program.  A Barnard 
fellowship  helps  fund  her  MFA,  and  last 


Lizzy  DeVita  ’08 

• 

summer  she  traveled  to  Poland  with  Joan 
Snitzer,  director  of  the  Barnard  visual 
arts  program,  and  with  alumnae  and 
current  students.  There,  a performance 
and  workshop  helped  shape  her  thinking 
“about  improvisational  group  work.” 

Her  piece  in  the  McCagg  Gallery 
exhibition.  Redheads,  consists  of  a series 
of  colored-pencil  drawings  of  red-haired 
women,  all  turned  away  from  the  viewer 
at  the  same  angle.  Do  the  illustrations 
all  depict  the  same  woman  captured  at 
different  points  in  time,  which  would 
explain  the  varying  lengths  and  styles  of 
hair?  Or  do  they  show  different  women 
who  happen  to  look  quite  similar,  all 
captured  at  the  same  moment?  They’re 


not  telling  us — and  the  orientation  of  their 
heads  reinforces  their  mysteriousness. 

DeVita’s  current  projects  echo 
this  emphasis  on  the  human  form. 

She  is  creating  “a  series  of  sculptural 
instruments,  customized  to  fit  specific 
body  parts  of  people  who  will  use/wear 
them.”  One  connects  two  people’s  teeth 
and  another  fits  the  ribs  of  two  wearers 
and  the  neck  of  a third;  each  inhalation 
a participant  takes  affects  the  breathing 
of  the  others.  Both  instruments,  DeVita 
explains,  force  multiple  people  to  behave 
as  a single  unit.  — AD 
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Although  Ada  Potter  entered  Barnard  as 
an  anthropology  student,  she  eventually 
switched  to  art  history  and  studio  art, 
where  she  “felt  like  I could  talk  about  the 
topics  we  were  covering  in  anthropology 
in  a more  interesting  way  visually.” 

Attracted  to  Barnard  because  it  is  in 
New  York  City,  she  took  advantage  of  art- 
world  internships.  Since  graduation  she 
has  worked  at  the  Parrish  Art  Museum  on 
Long  Island,  Pace  Gallery  in  Manhattan, 
MoMa  PSl  and  the  New  Museum. 

As  someone  who  “never  thought  of 
myself  as  an  artist,”  Potter  says  Barnard 
helped  her  find  “the  confidence  to  claim 
that  title.”  Since  exhibiting  her  work  at 
the  McCagg  Gallery  as  an  undergraduate. 


Ada  Potter  ’ 1 1 

• 

Potter  has  shown  her  digital  prints, 
installations,  and  photography  at  the  ARC 
Gallery  at  Pratt  Institute,  the  Apartment 
Show,  and  Greenpoint  Gallery. 

“Recently,  my  work  has  been  a lot  about 
the  way  art  circulates,  the  way  it  becomes 
material  and  ephemeral,”  she  says,  adding 
that  she  also  explores  “what  it  means  to  be 
digital”  with  print  images. 

Potter  credits  Joan  Snitzer  in  the  art 
history  department  for  her  help  on 
many  levels.  “She  kept  us  all  together,  is 
supportive,  intelligent,  and  she  elevates 
the  conversation.  She  gave  us  license  to  be 
intellectual  and  conceptual  artists.”  Snitzer 
also  helped  Potter  “connect  with  my  first 
gallery  position  in  New  York.”  There  were 


also  other  department  mentors,  including 
John  Miller,  Julia  Westerbeke,  and 
Alexander  Alberro.  Potter  is  now  an  MFA 
candidate  in  sculpture  at  Pratt  Institute, 
and  had  a summer  residency  in  sculpture 
at  the  School  of  Visual  Arts. 

She  also  curates  exhibitions,  including 
one  recently  on  the  Lower  East  Side. 

“I  define  myself  as  interdisciplinary,” 
says  Potter.  “Barnard  helped  me  do 
that.  Having  art  history  as  a necessary 
education  for  what’s  come  before  you 
is  really  crucial.”  Potter  adds,  “I  feel  so 
lucky,  my  family  is  involved  in  the  arts.  I 
grew  up  in  it.  The  quantity  and  quality  of 
[art]  production  here  in  New  York  is  pretty 
inspiring.”  — MR 
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The  distinctive  vision  of  Erica  Baum 
features  black-and-white  photographs 
incorporating  printed  materials  to  form 
“found  collages.”  Her  work  is  in  the 
collections  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum 
of  Art,  Whitney  Museum  of  American  Art, 
and  Solomon  R.  Guggenheim  Museum, 
among  others.  More  than  100  of  her  works 
were  featured  at  the  Sao  Paulo  Bienal 
2012;  she  has  also  been  part  of  Art  Basel 
in  Miami  Beach.  The  NewYorker,  Art  in 
America,  and  Artforiun  regularly  feature 
Baum’s  work.  Last  year,  she  had  solo 
shows  in  Athens,  Berlin,  and  Paris;  in 
2015,  she  will  show  at  the  KunstHalle  in 
Berlin  and  the  Guggenheim. 

Baum  majored  in  anthropology  at 


Barnard,  because  she  felt  “it  could  inform 
my  art.”  She  also  credits  the  linguistics, 
poetry,  and  literature  courses  as  significant 
influences  on  her  work,  which  she 
describes  as  focusing  on  “found  text, 
concrete  poetry,  and  conceptual  poetry.” 
As  Artforiim  wrote  about  her  exhibition 
this  fall  at  Bureau,  her  home  gallery  on  the 
Lower  East  Side,  “text  (and  the  literary 
pleasures  associated  with  it)  remains 
instrumental  to  her  recent  pictures.” 

Baum  grew  up  in  Morningside  Heights. 
She  recalls  that  “I  wasn’t  assigned  a dorm 
because  I lived  too  close”  to  campus.  She 
took  art  history  courses,  but  pursued 
the  practice  of  art  on  her  own.  “Studio 
courses  were  not  easy  to  get  into.” 


After  Barnard,  Baum  earned  a degree 
from  Hunter  College  inTESOL/applied 
linguistics  and  developed  a portfolio  that 
enabled  her  to  apply  to  Yale  for  an  MEA 
in  photography.  “While  I taught  TESOL 
to  lots  of  immigrant  populations,  I also 
worked  in  nonprofits  and  public  art  where 
I did  photography  of  the  projects,  which 
was  a blend  of  art  and  anthropology,” 
says  Baum.  Barnard  continues  to  have  an 
impact  on  Baum:  “The  thing  that’s  been 
wonderful  about  staying  in  New  York  is 
that  there  are  a lot  of  Barnard  alums.” 
Recently,  she  collaborated  with  poet  Idra 
Novey  ’00.  “It  was  a happy  surprise  that 
she  had  gone  to  Barnard.  There  was  a 
feeling  of  recognition.”  — MR 
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At  Barnard,  Emily  Weiner  took  as  many 
painting  courses  as  she  could,  and  spent 
much  of  her  time  “holed  up,”  as  she 
describes  it,  in  the  Dodge  painting  studio 
at  Columbia  alongside  similarly  passionate 
peers.  Art  proved  crucial  at  a difficult 
moment;  “One  of  the  biggest  impressions 
made  on  me  was  an  advanced  painting 
class  I took  the  semester  of  September  1 1, 
instructed  by  Archie  Rand,”  she  says.  “It 
was  a weird  time  for  obvious  reasons,  and 
there  were  a handful  of  us  who  didn’t  really 
know  what  to  do  except  go  on  painting  in 
the  studio,  which  I think  really  validated 
the  necessity  for  making  art  for  me.” 

Majoring  in  art  history  with  a 
concentration  in  the  visual  arts,  Weiner 


Emily  Weiner  ’03 

• 

credits  a trip  to  London,  organized  by 
Professor  Joan  Snitzer,  for  solidifying 
connections  among  students,  “several 
of  whom  became  my  closest  friends  and 
artist  colleagues,  and  remain  so  today.” 

After  graduating  from  Barnard,  Weiner 
received  her  MFA  in  fine  arts  from  the 
School  of  Visual  Arts  in  201 1.  She  teaches 
at  Pratt  and  School  ofVisual  Arts  (SVA), 
and  is  offering  a painting  course  to  Barnard 
alumnae  this  fall.  In  addition,  she  coruns 
Soloway,  a Brooklyn  gallery,  and  The 
Willows,  an  occasional  exhibition  series 
hosted  in  a Brooklyn  Heights  apartment. 

Weiner  has  contributed  a haunting 
oil-on-canvas  diptych  to  Lucid  Gestures. 
You  and  I Are  Disappearing  is  a study  in 


circles:  in  one  image,  a ring  of  flower 
stems,  leaves,  and  petals  soars  above 
the  stone  wreath  on  a tombstone;  in  the 
other,  a halo  surrounds  a floral  wreath. 
“/C/  REPOSENT,”  reads  the  lettering  on 
the  grave:  “Here  rests.”  There  the  words 
end;  we  never  learn  who  lies  there,  who 
has  disappeared.  Even  the  final  letters 
of  REPOSENT’  grow  less  legible,  as 
though  the  word  itself  is  vanishing  into  the 
stone.  — AD 


BARNARD  MAGAZINE  FALL  2014  29 


PHOTO  ESSAY 

ARTISTS 


Annabel  Daou  ’89 


Annabel  Daou  left  her  native  Beirut  to 
attend  Barnard  and  quickly  embraced 
New  York  City.  Now  living  in  Brooklyn, 
Daou  explores  the  intersection  of  text 
and  image;  her  haunting  works  on  paper 
include  fragments,  torn  sheets,  quotations, 
and  numbers  that  yield  what  Daou  calls 
“repaired  landscapes.”  Her  work  has 
been  shown  at  the  Park  Avenue  Armory, 
the  Phillips  Collection  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  at  MoMA  PSl,  as  well  as  in 
exhibitions  and  galleries  around  the  world. 
She  represented  the  United  States  at  the 
12th  International  Cairo  Biennale  in  2010, 
where  she  also  received  an  award.  She 
is  a cofounder  of  dBfoundation,  and  a 
cofounder  of  S2A,  arts  platforms  based  in 


New  York. 

Daou  majored  in  the  visual  arts  with 
a focus  on  art  history.  She  credits  Joan 
Snitzer  with  helping  her  obtain  work  in  a 
studio.  As  a Barnard  student,  Daou  also 
ran  drawing  classes  for  an  instructor  at 
Columbia. 

She  moved  to  London  after  her 
graduation  from  Barnard,  and  spent  time 
in  Europe  as  an  editor  and  researcher 
for  exhibitions.  After  2003,  Daou,  who 
speaks  English,  French,  and  Arabic,  felt 
the  need  to  switch  her  medium.  “When  we 
went  into  Iraq,  I wrote  the  United  States 
constitution  in  Arabic,  phonetically,”  she 
says.  “It  w’as  not  a political  gesture.  It  was 
about  how  language  makes  you  see,  and 


the  misunderstandings  that  result.  Part  of 
it  was  the  idea  that  people  were  terrified  of 
words  in  Arabic.  There  was  fear  at  the  look 
of  the  language.” 

She  adds,  “My  work  is  about  how  you 
look  at  language.  When  you  see  language 
in  art,  you  hear  the  sound  in  an  interesting 
way.  You  see  it  as  an  image.”  No  surprise 
then,  that  she  says  the  poetry  class  with 
Professor  Barry  Ulanov,  affected  her  most 
at  Barnard. 

Daou  is  grateful  that  Barnard  offered 
grants  and  work-study  jobs,  including 
one  at  Columbia’s  admissions  office.  She 
credits  Snitzer  for  her  ongoing  support. 
“She’s  a person  who  wants  to  help  and 
connect  everybody.”  — MR 
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Christina  Kelly  ’93 


Rachel  Carson’s  The  Edge  of  the  Sea, 
Michelangelo  Antonioni’s  L’avventura, 
Sappho’s  poetry,  old  Brooklyn  Eagle 
articles,  the  growth  of  corn:  such  are  the 
diverse  inspirations  of  Christina  Kelly 
’93.  She  pursued  her  various  passions  at 
Barnard,  majoring  in  English  and  helping 
run  the  Barnard  film  society,  Zooprax. 

The  society  introduced  her  to  French  New 
Wave  films  that  influenced  her  work  as 
she  pursued  a master’s  of  fine  arts  in  film 
and  video,  which  she  received  from  Bard 
College  in  2000. 

For  a number  of  years,  Kelly  worked 
as  a film  and  television  editor,  and  her 
own  artwork  primarily  took  the  form  of 
film  and  video.  The  birth  of  her  son,  and 


the  advent  of  the  global  financial  crisis, 
inspired  her  to  produce  research-based 
projects  that  evolved  over  long  stretches 
of  time. 

Kelly’s  switch  in  focus — and  her 
enthusiasms  for  narrative  and  nature — 
marks  her  contribution  to  Lucid  Gestures. 
A Eield  Guide  to  Office  Plants  is  an 
installation  that  mimics  an  office  cubicle, 
complete  with  table  and  plants.  The 
table  bears  copies  of  an  art  book — the 
“field  guide”  itself.  With  this  project, 
Kelly  hopes  to  convey  the  idea  “that  even 
an  everyday,  mundane  and  overlooked 
thing  (like  an  office  plant)  might  have  a 
surprising  back  story,”  she  says.  “It’s  also 
a testament  to  curiosity,  and  the  value  of 


pursuing  something  that  seems  to  have  no 
measurable  or  accountable  worth.” 

The  artist  is  now  at  work  on  tw’o 
projects.  One  is  a comic  “inspired  by  the 
life,  loves,  and  imagined  psychoanalysis 
sessions”  of  Goodnight  Moon  author 
Margaret  Wise  Brown.  Another  involves  a 
range  of  media  that  reflects  Kelly’s  diverse 
interests:  animated  Aims  play  on  old  smart 
phones  that  sit  inside  outdated  cameras. 
—AD 
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by  Jennifer  Finney  Boylan 


Photograph  by  Juliana  Sohn 
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Back  to  the  Garden 

Barnard’s  writer-in~residence  reflects  on  what  has  changed — in  the  neighborhood 
I and  in  herself — since  she  last  lived  in  Morningside  Heights 

' • 


I was  going  the  wrong  way.  Any  New 

Yorker  could  tell  you  what  the  right  way 
across  the  George  Washington  Bridge 
is — that’d  be  west  to  east,  the  direction 
that  leads  to,  not  out  of,  the  city.  But  then, 
by  dint  of  this  voyage,  I was  surrendering 
my  right  to  call  myself  a New  Yorker.  I’d 
moved  to  town  on  Veterans  Day,  1980, 
arriving  at  Penn  Station  with  a sleeping 
bag,  a backpack  of  clothes,  and  an 
Autoharp,  in  hopes  of  seeking  my  shining 
fortune  there  in  the  land  of  drearies. 

Now,  after  five  years  of  failing  to  become 
famous,  I was  leaving  town  with  my  tail 
between  my  legs,  driving  a U-Haul  toward 
Baltimore — a city  I’d  come  to  love  in  time, 
but  which  no  one,  at  least  at  the  time, 
could  have  mistaken  for  a land  of  dreams. 

The  story  of  arriving  wide-eyed  in  New 
York,  of  course,  is  one  told  so  often  that 
it’s  hard  to  do  it  justice  without  falling 
into  hilarious,  creaking  cliches.  A story 
less  frequently  told,  though,  is  the  story 
of  someone  leaving  the  city  thinking  of 
herself  as  a miserable  failure,  not  least 
because  it’s  the  successes  that  transform 
into  legends. 

I didn’t  have  a legend  in  August  1985 
when  I slunk  out  of  town  by  way  of  the 
GW  Bridge.  Mostly  what  I had  was  a big 
pile  of  dreams  that  had,  with  an  almost 
operatic  sense  of  disaster,  failed  to  come 
true.  In  my  own  humble  way,  I thought  of 
the  wreckage  of  my  aspirations  at  the  time 
as  my  own  personal  Hindenberg. 

Which  is  why  returning  to  the  old 
neighborhood  this  fall,  after  30  years, 
as  Barnard’s  inaugural  Anna  Quindlen 
Writer-in-Residence,  feels  both 
exhilarating  and  more  than  a little  strange. 
In  1980, 1 lived  on  the  corner  of  108th 


Street  and  Amsterdam,  one  flight  above 
what  might  genteelly  be  referred  to  as  an 
S&M  dungeon;  now,  in  2014, 1 find  myself 
settling  into  an  apartment  on  West  End 
Avenue  and  1 06th,  two  blocks  away,  one 
flight  above  a nice  young  couple  and  their 
doe-eyed  kindergartener. 

The  neighborhood  has  changed,  to 
say  the  least.  The  S&M  dungeon  is  now 
a grocery.  The  fake  health-food  store 
that  used  to  sell  drugs  (marijuana  came 
in  a small  brown  packet  marked  with  an 
ink  stamp  that  said  “HEARTBEAT”) 
is  now  a bank.  Everything’s  shinier  and 
more  upscale  on  this  part  of  the  Upper 
West  Side.  It’s  safer,  to  be  sure,  but  the 
neighborhood  has  also  lost  some  of  its  not 
wholly  un-charming  1980s  grunge. 

But  then.  I’ve  lost  some  of  my  own 
grunge  as  well.  In  1980  I was  a scared,  if 
entertaining,  young  man  carrying  around 
the  curious  secret  of  gender  dysphoria,  a 
truth  I dared  not  reveal  to  another  living 
soul  (except  to  an  absolutely  clueless 
psychologist  up  on  122nd  Street). 

Now,  34  years  later,  I return  to  the  old 
neighborhood  as  professor  of  English,  a 
middle-aged  woman,  the  author,  among 
other  things,  of  two  college-age  sons. 

By  almost  any  measure  I am  a happier 
and  more  serene  individual  than  I was 
when  I last  lived  in  this  neighborhood,  and 
I thank  my  lucky  stars  that  I live  in  an  era 
in  which  this  transition  was  possible.  But 
it’s  hard,  as  I walk  up  Broadway  from  my 
new  home  on  106th  and  West  End  to  my 
office  in  Barnard  Hall,  not  to  remember 
the  person  that  I was,  and  the  partially 
vanished  city  in  which  he  lived. 

My  roommate  in  those  days  was  a 
young  filmmaker  just  out  of  NYU  named 


Charlie  Kaufman.  Years  later  he’d  win 
an  Oscar,  and  he’d  become  famous  as 
the  creator  of  Being  John  Malkovich, 
Adaptation,  Eternal  Sunshine  of  the  Spotless 
Mind,  and  Synecdoche,  New  York.  Back 
then,  though,  he  and  I were  just  a couple 
of  goofballs. 

Barnard  College,  and  Columbia 
University,  loomed  a few  blocks  north 
of  our  apartment,  but  we  had  almost 
no  interaction  with  its  world,  which  felt 
walled  off  and  inaccessible.  I remember 
one  time  trying  in  vain  to  gain  access  to 
the  Columbia  University  library,  which 
the  psychiatrist  I was  seeing  encouraged 
me  to  visit  in  order  to  learn  more  about 
transsexuality.  A guard  at  the  entrance  told 
me  I couldn’t  go  in,  since  of  course  I was 
not  a Columbia  student. 

That  library  felt  like  a symbol  of 
everything  to  me  back  then  as  a young, 
yearning  artist — that  there  was  a whole 
world  waiting  for  me  somewhere,  if  only 
I could  learn  to  elude  its  gatekeepers. 

I was  like  young  Charles  Ryder,  who 
laments  in  Brideshead  Revisted:  “But  I 
was  in  search  of  love  in  those  days,  and 
I went  full  of  curiosity  and  the  faint, 
unrecognized  apprehension  that  here,  at 
last,  I should  find  that  low  door  in  the  wall, 
which  others,  I knew,  had  found  before 
me,  which  opened  on  an  enclosed  and 
enchanted  garden,  which  was  somewhere, 
not  overlooked  by  any  window,  in  the 
heart  of  that  grey  city.” 

One  Saturday  in  December  1980, 1 
ducked  out  of  a sudden  snowstorm  into 
the  dark  caverns  of  the  Cathedral  of  St. 
John  the  Divine.  John  Lennon  had  been 
killed  the  week  before,  less  than  a month 
Continued  on  Page  74 
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ALUMNAE  ASSOCIATION 

PRESIDENT'S  LETTER 


Photograph  by  Brandon  Schulman 


Off  to  a Great  Start 

• 

The  official  celebration  of  our  125th  anniversary  kicked  off  with  Convocation  in 
Riverside  Church  in  September.  I had  the  privilege  of  carrying  the  1893  banner 
to  reflect  Barnard’s  first  graduating  class,  leading  the  procession  of  alumnae  class 
presidents,  with  Vera  Halper  Schiller  ’38  and  Amy  Zasuly  Selwyn  ’42  at  the  head  of 
the  line.  While  waiting  to  enter  the  church,  the  students  enjoyed  speaking  with  the 
oldest  alumnae  who  inspired  us  with  their  independence,  enthusiasm,  and  love  of 
Barnard. 

Convocation  keynote  Anna  Quindlen  ’74  told  students  that  they  w'ere  the  lucky  ones 
to  be  coming  of  age  at  an  opportune  time  to  embrace  fully  their  leadership  choices, 
many  of  which  were  not  available  to  prior  generations  of  Barnard  graduates.  Julia 
Qian  ’15,  SGA  president,  challenged  us  all  to  get  involved,  commit  to  engage  with  the 
community,  redefine  women  and  what  a women’s  college  means  in  the  21st  century. 
Please  visit  125.barnard.edu  to  watch  the  convocation  ceremony  and  presentations. 

Sadly,  we  lost  Joan  Rivers  ’54,  one  of  our  most  accomplished  alumnae,  in  early 
September.  During  my  25th  reunion  weekend  in  2004,  Rivers  received  the  Woman  of 
Achiev'ement  Award  while  celebrating  her  50th  reunion.  I still  remember  her  acceptance 
speech — she  spoke  about  the  differences  between  Barnard  students  and  those  from 
other  schools.  She  said  at  Barnard,  students  don’t  talk  about  what  they  aspire  to  be; 
they  speak  about  what  they  are.  “They  don’t  say,  I want  to  be  an  actor,  I want  to  be  a 
writer... they  say  I am  an  actor,  I am  a writer.” These  astute  comments  resonated  with 
all  of  us,  and  really  sum  up  what  is  different  about  Barnard  women.  We  are  all  grateful 
for  Joan  Rivers’s  trailblazing  role  as  a successful  female  comedian,  entertainer,  and 
businesswoman. 

We  hope  you  were  able  to  join  us  in  October  to  celebrate  Founders  Day,  which 
was  packed  with  activities  from  morning  until  late  afternoon  for  both  adults  and 
children.  For  those  of  you  who  cannot  attend  events  on  campus,  we  plan  on  recording 
more  events  in  the  future  and  sending  them  out  electronically  so  that  you  can  participate 
w’herever  you  live. 

Giving  Day,  also  in  October,  encouraged  Barnard  alumnae  to  participate  in  a 
University-wide  initiative  to  support  the  College  in  continuing  its  tradition  to  educate 
the  best  and  brightest,  regardless  of  their  financial  circumstances.  I hope  you  joined  me 
in  supporting  Barnard  on  Giving  Day  to  help  us  qualify  for  matching  gifts. 

I look  forward  to  seeing  many  of  you  at  our  125th  celebrations  and  throughout  the 
year.  We  w'elcome  your  suggestions  about  how  we  can  best  serve  all  our  fellow  Barnard 
alumnae  regardless  of  where  you  live. 

— Terry  S.  Nezviiiaii  ’79 
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ALUMNAE  ASSOCIATION 

NEWS  & EVENTS 


Alumnae 

Welcome 

New 

Students 

t 

j • 

I 

j As  the  summer  sun  set, 
i alumnae  across  the  globe 
\ welcomed  the  newest 
I members  of  the  Barnard 
I community  at  send- 
\ off  parties  for  students 
\ and  their  parents. 

\ Barnard  clubs  in  Boston 
< Connecticut,  Long 
Island,  Los  Angeles,  San 
. Francisco,  and  Seattle 
I gave  a warm  welcome  to 
the  Class  of  2018  and 
encouraged  students  to 
stay  in  touch  when  they 
return  home. 


1 Members  of  the  Class 
of  2018  meet  for  the  first 
time  in  Boston, 

2 New  and  current 
students  mingie  in 
Connecticut 

3 Jomysha  Stephen  '96, 
genera]  counsel  and 
chief  of  staff  to  Barnard 
President  Debora  Spar, 
connects  with  the  Class  of 
2018  on  Long  Island. 


Alumnae 

Fellowship 

for 

Graduate 

Study 

• 

The  Alumnae  Association 
Fellowship  for  Graduate 
Study  is  awarded  each  year 
to  one  or  more  alumnae 
who  enroll  in  full-time 
graduate  study  and  who 
show  exceptional  promise 
in  their  chosen  field. 
Applications  and  additional 
information  for  the  20 1 5 
fellowships  are 
available  online  at  alum. 
barnard.edu/fellowship. 
Completed  applications  are 
due  by  Friday,  November 
14,  2014.  Questions  can 
be  directed  to  Alumnae 
Affairs  at  212.854.2005  or 
alumnaeaffairs@barnard. 
edu. 
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ALUMNAE  ASSOCIATION 

LEGACIES 


Alumnae 
Connections 
to  the  Class  of 

2018 

• 

GREAT-GRANDDAUGHTERS 
Annika  Freudenberger  —Clinton  Schoonmaker  '19 
Josephine  Lichten  —Ruth  Lurie  '24,  Carleton  Coon  '21 
Emy  Metzger  —Hildegarde  Darmstadter  Stashower  '24 

GRANDDAUGHTERS 

Lily  Arzt  —Raphael  Arzt  '58 

Augusta  Chapman  —Myriam  Brun  Chapman  '58 

Lauren  Conway  —Mary  Conway  '49 

Jacqueline  Diggs  —Anna  Diggs  Taylor  '54 

Abigail  Eberts  —Jean  Siebrecht  Greenwood  '42 

Rebecca  Hattar  —Ann  Sue  Kober-Werner  '62 

Sofia  Karliner  —Adela  Karliner  '59 

Shoshana  Levine  —Edythe  Friedman  Levine  '81 

Sydney  Malsch  —Rhoda  Narins  '62 

Mikala  Merey  —Daisy  Breuer  Merey  '64 

Emy  Metzger  —Deborah  Metzger  '58 

Rachel  Mulholland  —Dorothy  Beckwith  Tauber  '59 

Alice  Noah  —Marian  Swentor  Noah  '52 

Maya  Poliak  —Marion  Heilprin  Poliak  '12,  Aline  Weiss  'll 

Miranda  Shulman  —Margaret  Underwood  Lourie  '53 

DAUGHTERS 

Anne  Chachas  —Diane  Chachas  '84 
Gabriella  Cohen  —Sherri  Cohen  '91 
Haley  Collins  —Elizabeth  Macomb  '83 
Christina  Costeas  —Sophia  Gigos-Costeas  '89 
Isabel  Dicker  —Nicole  Adler  Dicker  '92 
Kaitlin  Ferguson  —Kimberly  Ferguson  '83 
Hannah  Fischman  —Nina  Fischman  '86 
Jacqueline  Fogel  —Resa  Fogel  '16 
Carina  Goebelbecker  —Cynthia  Goebelbecker  '81 
Tejashree  Gopal  —Aasha  Sundaresan  Gopal  '19 
Allison  Hand  — Vivian  Kafantaris  '16 
Lilyclaire  Hedley  —Lisa  Abelow  Medley  '82 
Rowan  Hepps  —Keeney  Marcia  Hepps  '18 
Jessica  Hopen  —Beth  Hopen  '82 
Kate  Howard  —Carole  Howard  '85 
Jillian  Johnson  —Carolyn  Chen-Johnson  '85 
Carissa  Josephson  —Anne  FellJosephson  '91 
Hana  Koob  —Elizabeth  Koob  '13 
Joyce  Kwon  —Yoomee  Kim  Kwon  '91 
Caroline  LaPorte-Burns  —Valerie  Laporte  '12 
Elizabeth  Lee  —Josephine  Lee  '82 
Danielle  Lovich  —Deborah  Niewood  Lovich  '89 
Ariela  Martin  —Rebecca  Martin  '90 
Emma  Murdock  —Marybeth  McMahon  '81 
Alexa  Pinsky  —Renee  Pinsky  '81 
Ravipa  Ramyarupa  —Savitri  Ramyarupa  '82 
Samantha  Rasin  —Sonya  Hepinstall  '84 
Soraya  Sanjana  —Jujo  Utleg-Sanjana  '85 
Christina  Stevens  —Amy  Waring  Stevens  '82 
Elena  Syman  —Azita  Ra/i  '83 


Amira  Tepler  —Elana  Berliner  Tepler  '88 
Francesca  Thau  —Danielle  Moller-Thau  '9 1 
Allyson  Tsu  —Christina  Kuan  Tsu  '83 
Caroline  Willis  —Cynthia  Willis  '85 
Mollie  Zanger  —Alyssa  Srulowitz  Zanger  '88 
Rebecca  Zeidman  —Esther  Zeldman  '93 

SISTERS 

Anabel  Arifova  —Ayla  Arif  '09 

Chiara  Casoni  —Rosa  Casoni  '12,  Desiree  CasonI  '10 

Channing  Corbett  —Tinsley  Corbett  '14 

Francesca  Ely-Spence  —Rebecca  Spence  '98 

Hannah  Fischman  —Shane  Fischman  '14 

Yarimar  Gonzalez  — Yanitda  Gonzalez  '13 

Angela  Hong  —Serena  Hong  '13 

Joo  Won  Kang  —Hee  Kang  '14 

Zofia  Mita  —Mallory  Ward  '06 

Angela  Myers  —Andrea  Myers  Achi  '01 

Danielle  Silber  — Talia  Silber  '14 

Lauren  Zhang  —Katherine  Zhang  '10 

In  addition  to  the  first-year  class,  we  are  pleased  to 
welcome  the  following  transfer  students  who  are  related 
to  Barnard  alumnae: 

Sarah  Gardner  —granddaughter  of  Jane  Were-Bey 
Gardner  '55 

Emily  Playfair  —daughter  of  Cynthia  Keller  Playfair  '86 
Lyra  Cooper  —granddaughter  of  Carol  Manson  Bier  '68 
Leeza  Gavronsky  —daughter  of  Jane  Gavronsky  '89 
Efteipe  Xistris  —daughter  of  Aris  Comninellis  '83 
Naomi  Batzer  —daughter  of  Melissa  Heller  '86 
Rafaella  Schor  —sister  of  Noemi  Schor  '1 2 

NOTE:  We  value  the  important  connections  that 
continue  from  generation  to  generation  and  apologize  for 
any  relationships  inadvertently  omitted.  These  are  family 
connections  known  to  Barnard  as  of  September  1,  201 4, 
and  do  not  include  aunts,  cousins,  and  other  members 
of  the  extended  Barnard  family.  This  list  does  not  Include 
students  who  have  deferred  admission  and  plan  to  enter 
after  this  year. 


ALUMNAE  ASSOCIATION 


The  Alumnae  Association  of  Barnard  College 
was  established  in  1 895  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  College  and  connect  alumnae  worldwide. 
Learn  more  online  at  alum.barnard.edu. 

PPESIDERT  4 ALUMNAE  TRUSTEE 
Terry  Newman  '79 

VICE  PRESIDENT 

Francine  Benzaken  Click  '77 

TREATURER 

Daphne  Fodor  Philipson  '69 
ALUMNAE  TRUSTEE 

Camille  Kiely  Kelleher  '70 

ALUMNAE  TRUSTEE 

Mary  Ann  LoFrumento  '77 

ALUMNAE  TRUSTEE 

Jyoti  Menon  '01 

ANNUAL  GIVING  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Linda  Sweet  '63 

BYLAWS  CHAIR 

Rosalind  Marshack  Gordon  '62 

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE 

Leila  Rafizadeh  Bassi  '94 

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE  .'  PROJECT  CONTINUUM  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Joan  Sweet  Jankell  '58 

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE  / ALMA  MATERS  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 
Amy  Blumberg  Schrader  '92 

FELLOV.'SHIP  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Melissa  Nathanson  '78 
LEADERSHIP  .ASSEMBLY  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 
Nicole  Lowen  Vianna  '81 
NOivllNATiNG  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 
Jan  Vinokour  '72 

PROFESSION.AL  i LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 
Maryam  Banikarim  '89 
REGIONAL  NETWORKS  CHAIR 

Carole  LoConte  Tedesco  '89 

REUNION  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Merri  Rosenberg  '78 

YOUNG  ALUMNAE  COMMITTEE  CHAIR 

Julie  Malyn  '09 

SGA  PRESIDENT 

Julia  Qian  '15 


ALUMNAE  AFFAIRS 

• 

The  Alumnae  Affairs  staff  works  closely  with  students 
and  alumnae  volunteers  to  carry  out  program 
initiatives  and  further  the  mission  of  the  Alumnae 
Association. 

J-ITERIM  DIRECTOR 

Jamie  Coffey 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR 
Carly  Sorscher 
PROGRAM  MANAGERS 

Sheili  Luchs,  Celeste  Rivera  '04,  Susan  A.  Seigle  '67 

PROGRAM  ASSOCIATE 

Lauren  Glover  '09 

.ASSISTANT  TO  THE  DIRECTOR 

Kathleen  Christatos  '07 

DEPARTMENT  ASSISTANT 

Hayley  Peterson  '1  2 
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Enclosed  is  my  gift  to  Barnard  in  the  amount  of:  $ Honorary  and  Memorial  Gifts 

□ In  honor  □ In  memory 

Please  designate  my  gift  to.  p^H  |\|gpp|g  gf  Honoree: 

□ Financial  Aid  □ Faculty  Support  

□ Campus  Renewal  □ Wherever  Barnard  needs  it  most 
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:lass  notes 


! or  classes  without 
orrespondents,  send  notes  to: 

bigail  Beshkin 

arnard  Magazine 

agelos  Alumnae  Center 

arnard  College 

009  Broadway 

ew  York,  NY  10027-6598 

notes@barnard.edu 

130 

J Participation  25%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
ng  $11,500  ■ Total  All  Giving  $11,500 

131 


t Participation  20%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
:ng  $180  • Total  All  Giving  $180 

J32 

;l  Participation  20%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
-hg  $1,025  • Total  All  Giving  $1,025 

el  Greenfield  Booth  writes:  “I  am 
ed  to  write,  after  having  noted  for  some 
's  now  that  nobody  ever  writes  from  a 
s as  far  back  as  mine.  I want  to  go  on 
ird  as  being  still  alive  and  well.  Before 
- start  doing  the  arithmetic,  be  advised 
I graduated  at  18,  with  what  was  then 
2 ;d  an  honors  degree,  having  been  one 
1 lose  precocious  students  who  was 
i itted  at  the  last  midyear  admission— 
_jing  up  the  necessary  number  of 
ts  by  spending  one  pleasant  summer 
nding  summer  school  at  Cornell.  I had 
eat  time  at  Barnard,  especially  after 


joining  Wigs  and  Cues,  the  drama  society. 
Does  it  still  exist?  I certainly  hope  so.  I 
always  enjoy  reading  the  messages  of 
former  students.  I’m  now  100,  still  going 
strong,  and  count  a number  of  younger 
Barnard  graduates  as  my  good  friends." 

1933 

Total  Participation  25%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $600  ■ Total  All  Giving  $36,988 

1934 

Total  Participation  40%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $150  • Total  All  Giving  $150 

1935 

Total  Participation  7%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $786  • Total  All  Giving  $786 

1936 

Total  Participation  5%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $250  • Total  All  Giving  $3,300 

1937 

Total  Participation  25%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $1,250  ■ Total  All  Giving  $301,350 

1938 

Total  Participation  24%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $2,230  ■ Total  All  Giving  $65,555 

We  have  lost  another  classmate,  and  I have 
lost  a very  dear  friend,  with  the  death  on 


August  1 of  Frances  Boehm  Gross.  She 

is  survived  by  her  son  and  his  wife,  her  twin 
daughters,  several  grandchildren,  and  five 
great-grandsons.  Her  beloved  son  Joel 
predeceased  her,  as  did  her  three  extra- 
special husbands,  Irving  Ginsberg,  Judge 
Joseph  Harrison,  and  Joseph  Gross.  She  is 
also  survived  by  her  stepson  and  his  wite 
and  daughter,  whom  Frances  considered 
as  close  to  her  as  her  own  children  and 
grandchildren.  Frances  transferred  to 
Barnard  after  her  freshman  year  at  Smith 
and  she  lived  with  her  mother  and  brother 
near  Columbia  during  the  school  year.  In 
the  summers  she  would  move  to  Staten 
Island,  where  her  mother  ran  Boehm's 
Beach,  a beach  colony  with  two  blocks  of 
bungalows  that  were  rented  as  summer 
cottages.  Her  father  and  his  mother  had 
started  this  project  as  a hotel  for  boxers 
who  came  to  board  while  they  trained.  After 
the  hotel  burned  down,  the  family  started 
the  bungalow  development.  As  a Bronxite 
myself,  this  seemed  extremely  glamorous, 
especially  since,  like  most  New  Yorkers,  I 
was  barely  aware  of  Staten  Island.  Little 
could  I have  guessed  that  Frances  and  her 
husband  Irv  would  introduce  me  to  their  friend 
Joe  Dolgin,  and  I would  spend  almost  50 
years  living  near  them  on  that  remote  island. 

Barbara  Lake  Dolgin 

150  West  End  Avenue,  Apt.  18D 

New  York,  NY  10023 

212.874.3234 

bldolgin@alum.  barnard.  edu 

1939 

Total  Participation  22%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $4,078  ■ Total  Ail  Giving  $9,537 

Catherine  McPolan  McEniry  passed 
away  in  July  at  the  age  of  94.  She  is 
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survived  by  her  children,  Philip,  David, 

Roger,  and  Catherine,  and  by  seven 
grandchildren.  After  Barnard  she  attended 
Columbia  Law  School  and  lived  in  Scarsdale 
for  more  than  50  years.  For  the  last  seven 
years  she  lived  in  Cambridge,  Mass. 

1940 

Total  Participation  19%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $50,500  • Total  All  Giving  $50,500 

Charlotte  Wigand  Hoyt  died  on  February 
27  in  Miilbrook,  N.Y.  After  Barnard,  she 
attended  Fordham  University’s  law  school, 
graduating  in  1947  and  going  to  work  at  the 
law  firm  Sullivan  and  Cromwell,  in  1952,  she 
married  Clare  Floyt  Jr.,  who  passed  away  in 
1970.  Returning  to  work,  Floyt  became  the 
first  woman  to  serve  as  an  assistant  county 
attorney  for  Orange  County.  She  is  survived 
by  her  sons,  Peter,  Richard,  and  Mark,  and 
five  grandchildren. 

1941 

Total  Participation  24%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $2,581  • Total  All  Giving  $798,081 

Christine  Milio  '80  writes  about  her  mother, 
Estelle  DeVito  Milio,  whose  obituary 
ran  in  the  summer  issue  of  the  magazine. 
“Mom  practiced  medicine  in  the  fields  of 
pediatrics  and  child  psychiatry  for  60  years, 
serving  mostly  the  underprivileged  of  New 
York  City.  She  was  always  very  accessible, 
sharing  her  medical  knowledge  with 
patients,  friends,  and  family.  Ffer  special 
memories  of  Barnard  were  shared  with  me 
up  to  our  last  visit  together.  She  loved  the 
Greek  Games,  Camp  Barnard,  and  the 
liberal-arts  program.” 

1942 

Total  Participation  21%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $16,635  ■ Total  All  Giving  $16,635 

On  Saturday,  July  5,  Virginia  Rogers 
Cushing  had  a delightful  visit  with 
classmate  Barbara  Heinzen  Colby  at 

the  Ingleside  at  Rock  Creek  retirement 
community  in  Washington,  D.C.  A 10-year 
veteran  of  Ingleside,  Barbara  is  an  active 
member  of  the  decorating  committee  and 
was  instrumental  in  the  selection  of  the 


elegant  carpeting  and  beautiful  paintings 
that  adorn  the  walls  of  the  common  areas, 
Gini  was  accompanied  by  her  daughter 
Jacky  (Jaya)  Gulhaugen  '71 , as  well  as 
by  Jacky's  husband,  Chris.  Barbara  gave 
the  grand  tour,  which  included  the  dining 
room,  featuring  an  exhibition  of  original 
paintings  by  members  of  the  Lorton  Art 
Program,  an  organization  that  provides 
training  in  the  fine  arts  to  residents  of  the 
D.C.  Department  of  Corrections.  Barbara 
and  Gini  enjoyed  the  opportunity  to  visit  and 
hope  they  can  do  it  again  soon,  perhaps 
next  time  at  Riderwood  Village,  Gini’s 
retirement  community  in  Silver  Spring,  Md. 

Virginia  Rogers  Cushing 
3124  Gracefield  Road,  Apt.  KC4221 
Silver  Spring,  MD  20904 
301.847.0351 

1943 

Total  Participation  12%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $9,200  • Total  All  Giving  $19,400 

I got  an  updated  class  directory  from  our 
college  the  other  day.  There  are  95  of  us 
left.  What  are  you  all  doing?  Call,  write,  or 
e-mail  me.  As  Barnard  Magazine  deadlines 
loom,  I am  driven  to  call  you  for  news  of 
the  flock.  I start  with  our  president,  Carol 
Hawkes.  She  hasn’t  heard  from  you 
either,  I called  Laura  Ponticorvo.  Her 
leg  has  healed  and  when  we  spoke,  she 
was  looking  forward  to  a summer  trip  to 
Italy  to  visit  relatives.  She  was  glad  to  hear 
that  Sybil  Nurco  Lisansky  has  moved  to 
Edgewater,  N.J,,  and  that  means  they  can 
visit  because  Cliffside  Park  is  close  by. 

I called  Fannette  Houston  Luhrs.  She 
has  moved  into  a senior-living  skyscraper 
in  Seattle,  named  the  Hearthstone,  to  be 
near  her  son.  She  was  in  the  middle  of 
winnowing  down  her  stuff.  That’s  what 
we  90-year-oid  people  do  a lot  of.  There 
is  an  active  Barnard  group  in  Seattle  that 
recently  celebrated  the  life  of  Phyllis 
Hagmoe  Lamphere.  I hope  Fannette 
makes  contact  with  it.  I would  have  called 
Beatrice  Kremsdorf  Brown  but  no  phone 
number  was  listed.  She  is  living  in  Teaneck, 
N.J.,  my  old  hometown,  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  that  flows  by  Hackensack.  I haven’t 
been  there  since  1990. 1 dropped  Bea  a 
note.  I hope  she  writes  back. 

Lacking  news  from  the  rest  of  you.  I’ll 
tell  you  what  I’ve  been  doing.  I am  living 


in  an  apartment  for  independent  seniors 
on  the  campus  of  Episcopal  Homes  in  the 
Midway  of  St.  Paul.  I do  my  own  cooking 
and  cleaning  if  I want  to.  I started  a 
current-events  group  in  2003.  We  meet 
once  a week  to  keep  up  on  local,  state, 
national,  and  international  news.  We  write, 
call,  or  visit  our  legislators.  Right  now  we 
are  focused  on  the  grassroots  campaign 
seeking  a national  referendum  to  overturn 
the  Supreme  Court  ruling  in  Citizens  United 
V.  the  FEC. 

At  the  memorial  service  during  Reunion, 
Helen  Gorrie  Phillips  was  included.  She 
died  March  20,  2009.  She  planned  to  be  a 
librarian.  I wonder  if  she  became  one.  If  you 
remember  classmates  who  are  reported 
here,  share  your  information  with  us.  Keep 
in  touch. 

Verna  Tamborelle  Beaver 

1840  University  Avenue  West,  Apt.  21 1 

Saint  Paul,  MN  55104 

651.646.5548 

verna.beaver@gmail.com 

1944 

Total  Participation  35%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $27,824  ■ Total  All  Giving  $36,171 

Class  Officers  201 4-201 9:  President, 
Robertina  Campbell;  Vice  President, 
Jacqueline  Shadgen  Menage; 
Correspondent,  Marion  LaFountain  Stark; 
Treasurer,  Eleanor  Stretchier  MIntz;  Fund 
Chair,  Francoise  Kelz 

Marion  LaFountain  Stark 
1 35  Franklin  A venue 
Midland  Park,  NJ  07432-1955 
201.447.9716 
Prsi  546@aol.com 

1945 

70th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Participation  28%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $40,205  • Total  All  Giving  $87,905 

Jean  Neel  Ayer’s  son  let  us  know  that 
Jean  died  a year  ago.  She  came  to  Barnard 
from  Huntington,  W.  Va,,  and  resided  most 
of  her  post-Barnard  life  in  Manhattan. 
During  college  she  considered  the  foreign 
service  as  a career  and  went  to  the  Johns 
Hopkins  School  of  Advanced  International 
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Studies.  Her  career  path  rapidly  changed. 
She  had  always  been  interested  in  creating 
art,  and  found  her  niche  as  the  illustrator 
who  designed  the  fashion  ads  for  Lord 
& Taylor  that  appeared  in  The  New  York 
Times.  She  also  had  her  work  published  in 
such  iconic  fashion  magazines  as  Vogue, 
Harper’s  Bazaar,  Mademoiselle,  and  Town 
& Country.  In  addition,  Jean  wrote  three 
books.  The  most  recent.  Dead  Drunk,  was 
published  a week  after  she  passed  away. 
Her  son,  Bob  Ayer,  who  was  her  editor,  has 
donated  copies  of  her  books  to  the  Barnard 
library  in  her  memory. 

As  you  are  all  aware,  we  will  be  marking 
the  70th  anniversary  of  our  Barnard 
commencement  in  May.  This  coincides  with 
the  125th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
the  College.  The  majority  of  our  classmates 
who  are  still  living  have  reached— or  are 
about  to  be— 90  years  old,  and  will  not 
be  able  to  attend  Reunion  on  campus.  To 
counteract  this,  we  plan  an  e-mail/paper 
reunion.  In  late  August,  you  received  a short 
questionnaire  from  the  College,  which  we 
ask  you  to  answer  promptly.  Please  be  a 
participant  To  all,  a happy  Thanksgiving  and 
holiday  season. 

Annette  Auld  Kaicher 
5 Seymour  Place 
White  Plains,  NY  10605 
amki  945@verizon.net 

1946 

Total  Participation  30%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $7,417  ■ Total  All  Giving  $14,917 

Emily  O’Connor  Pernice  wrote  about 
her  daughter,  Nancy  Cheesman  P '10, 
who  was  honored  by  being  named  a Bayer 
Healthcare  Pharmaceuticals  2014  Rising 
Star.  Congrats  to  Nancy.  She  went  to  work 
for  Bayer  after  child  rearing.  So  many  of 
us  have  passed  the  Barnard  torch  to  our 
daughters.  I’d  like  to  hear  about  more 
successful  transitions. 

I heard  from  Juiiane  Heyman,  who 
was  one  of  the  staff  of  the  Peace  Corps 
at  its  inception.  She  has  been  active  in 
international  relations  since  her  studies  at 
Barnard.  Juiiane  spends  her  time  between 
Aspen,  Colo.,  and  Santa  Barbara,  Calif.  If 
you  Google  her  you  will  be  in  for  a special 
treat  as  you  learn  about  her  remarkable  life. 

Dorothy  Saum  Knox  lives  in  Essex 
Junction,  Vt.  After  leaving  Barnard,  she 


finished  her  degree  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill.  Dorothy  has 
three  grown  children  and  lives  near  one  of 
her  daughters,  who  is  a veterinarian. 

Jean  Boeder  Wetherill 
725  Third  Street 
Beverly,  NJ  08010 
beverlygirl@comcast.net 


1947 

Total  Participation  44%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $36,371  • Total  All  Giving  $60,655 

Margaret  Forster  Swentzel  died  April 
25,  2013,  and  is  survived  by  two  sons, 
Stephen  and  James,  five  grandchildren, 
and  a great-granddaughter.  Her  husband, 
John,  and  son  John  predeceased  her.  She 
served  as  an  elementary  school  teacher  for 
29  years  in  Byram  Township,  N.J.,  and  upon 
retiring  became  a member  of  the  board 
of  education  for  10  years.  Her  community 
spirit  also  was  reflected  in  her  service  as 
treasurer  of  the  Byram  Senior  Citizen  Club 
and  her  activity  in  the  Red  Hat  Society,  the 
Byram  Animal  Rescue  Kindness  Squad, 
and  various  Sparta,  N.J.,  senior  citizens' 
activities. 

Education  also  played  an  important 
role  in  the  life  of  the  late  Verna  Mayberry 
Alexander  '43,  who  died  on  June  14.  She 
earned  her  teaching  certificate  from  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  and  became 
one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  field  of  special 
education.  She  is  survived  by  daughter 
Nancy  Randall,  son  Chuck,  and  five 
grandchildren.  She  was  predeceased  by  her 
husband,  Edmund. 

Nancy  Harris  Brach  died  on  April  5. 
She  continued  her  education  by  earning  a 
master's  in  criminal  justice  from  Rutgers 
University.  While  working  at  Voice  of 
America,  she  met  her  late  husband,  Bill. 

She  was  a dedicated  community  activist, 
promoting  awareness  of  alcoholism  and 
drug  addiction,  serving  as  executive  director 
of  the  National  Council  on  Alcoholism 
and  Drug  Addiction,  and  participating 
through  legislative  channels  to  support  her 
goals.  She  devoted  much  passion  to  the 
Montclair  Shared  Housing  Association, 
Planned  Parenthood,  and  the  Mass 
Audubon  Wellfleet  Bay  Wildlife  Sanctuary. 
She  is  sun/ived  by  her  daughters,  Tara, 
Betsy,  and  Norma,  her  son,  Peter,  and  two 
grandchildren. 


Our  condolences  to  James  Smith, 
husband  of  Nicoline  Hansen  Smith,  who 

reports  that  she  died. 

Our  late  classmate  Anne  Gibson 
Colahan  was  proud  to  be  a graduate  of 
Barnard.  The  preparation  it  gave  her  proved 
useful  in  her  career  as  medical  director 
for  the  American  Heart  Association  for  35 
years  and  as  a freelance  medical  editor. 

She  was  also  practice  manager  for  a doctor 
in  Geneseo,  N.Y.,  for  25  years.  Being  the 
English-language  editor  for  The  Korea 
Times  for  three  years  proved  challenging,  as 
she  was  an  inveterate  international  traveler. 
She  passed  away  May  27  in  York,  N.Y., 
and  is  survived  by  her  husband,  Thomas 
Colahan,  daughters  Alexandra  Colahan  and 
Charity  Donnan,  and  three  grandchildren. 

Kay  Harris  Constant 

39  Beech  wood  Drive 

Glen  Head,  NY  11 545-1 101 

516.676.3849 

kayc  1 3@optonline.net 

1948 

Total  Participation  37%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $25,363  • Total  All  Giving  $72,178 

If  you  read  the  summer  2014  issue  of 
this  magazine,  you  will  see  why  Nora 
Robeli  and  I enjoyed  our  day  at  Barnard 
attending  an  off-year  reunion— great 
panel  discussions  and  awards  ceremonies 
celebrating  distinguished  alumnae. 
Meanwhile,  we  will  have  celebrated  another 
class  mini-reunion;  details  in  our  next  issue. 
Please  tell  us  If  you  have  arranged  a mini- 
reunion; two  or  more  attendees  qualifies  as 
a mini-reunion,  we  have  determined. 

We  were  happy  to  talk  with  Ruth 
Trencher  Rosenbaum,  who  celebrated 
her  and  Ed's  65th  wedding  anniversary 
with  a cruise  to  Hawaii.  This  spring  they 
celebrated  the  arrival  of  twin  great- 
grandchildren (a  boy  and  a girl).  They  have 
two  daughters  and  four  grandchildren. 

Most  years,  the  extended  family  enjoys  a 
Caribbean  cruise. 

Elinor  Cahill  Georgopulo  enjoys  an 
active  role  in  her  retirement  community  now 
that  she  has  cut  back  on  the  counseling 
practice  that  brought  her  into  New  York  City 
several  times  a week. 

Carol  Hoffman  Stix  and  her  husband. 
Herb,  enjoyed  a family  vacation  in  Maine,  as 
well  as  travels  to  Hawaii  and  California.  Her 
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pastimes  include  gardening  and  painting 
watercolors, 

Not  to  scold,  but  we  really  would 
welcome  more  news  about  you.  Here’s 
how  you  can  help.  Many  of  you  generate 
holiday  newsletters  to  family  and  friends. 
Just  send  us  a copy.  We'll  pick  tidbits  and 
include  them  in  future  Class  Notes.  We 
can’t  believe  the  holiday  season  draws  nigh. 
So— happy  holidays,  merry  Christmas,  and 
all  best  for  2015. 

Frances  Jeffery  Abramowitz 
10371  Lake  Vista  Circle 
Boca  Raton,  Florida  33498 
561.488.7132 

1949 

Total  Participation  39%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $55,800  • Total  All  Giving  $59,976 

Class  Officers  201 4-201 9:  President,  Ruth 
Musicant  Feder;  Vice  President,  Martha 
Gross  Fink;  Class  Correspondents,  Yvette 
Delabarre  De  Felice,  Rosary  Scacciaferro 
Gilheany;  Treasurer,  Patricia  Cecere  Doumas; 
Fund  Chair,  Marilyn  Fleggie  De  Lalio 

Rosary  Scacciaferro  Gilheany  received 
a letter  from  Eileen  Brown  Chamberlain 

informing  her  that  Eileen  and  her  sisters, 
Joan  Brown  Wettingfeld  ’42  and  the  late 
Audrey  Brown  Bollet  ’44,  recently  received 
the  Founders  Award  from  the  Bayside 
(Queens)  Historical  Society  on  its  50th 
anniversary.  The  society  was  founded  by 
their  father.  Eileen  was  married  for  51  years 
to  John  Chamberlain.  When  their  three 
children  grew  older,  she  obtained  a law 
degree  and  joined  her  husband’s  firm.  She 
is  very  proud  of  her  16  grandchildren.  One 
is  chairman  of  Human  Rights  Watch  and  is 
based  in  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

In  May  of  this  year,  Alma 
Schuhmacher  Rehkamp’s  granddaughter, 
Regina,  competed  in  the  U.S.  women’s 
Senior  World  Cup  in  Chicago  among  152 
senior  saber  fencers  from  ail  over  the 
world.  She  was  one  of  four  Americans  to 
make  the  top  table  of  16.  Regina’s  brother, 
Duncan,  a sophomore  at  Harvard,  is  on  the 
varsity  fencing  team. 

Stasha  Furlan  Seaton  has  published 
a most  interesting  book.  War  Changes 
Everything  tells  of  her  escape  with  her 
family  early  in  World  War  II,  and  traveling 
from  Yugoslavia  to  New  York  via  Turkey 


and  South  Africa;  of  studying  at  Barnard 
for  a year,  then  training  as  a nurse;  of 
joining  her  compatriots  in  their  struggle 
against  Yugoslavian  leader  Tito;  of  escaping 
from  war-torn  Europe  a second  time;  and 
becoming  a member  the  Class  of  1949. 

Isabel  (Belle)  Lincoln  Elmer  writes 
to  say  Griselda  Jackson  Ohannessian 
passed  away  in  2011  in  Barrington,  R.I., 
where  one  of  her  children  lived. 

Janet  Dryden-Nevius  and  Patricia 
Cecere  Doumas  both  attended  our  65th 
reunion.  My  apologies  to  Janet  and  Pat  for 
not  including  their  names  in  the  summer 
Class  Notes.  —YDD 

Rosary  Scacciaferro  Gilheany 
520  Forest  Glen 
Pompton  Plains,  NJ  07444 
rsgilheany@hotmail.com 

Yvette  Delabarre  De  Felice 
311  Main  Street 

Ridgefield  Park,  NJ  07660-1535 

201.641.0668 

yd  31 1@aol.com 
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65th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Participation  52%  • Total  Annual 
Fund  Giving  $36,984  ■ Total  All  Giving 

$2,614,115 

Irma  Socci  Moore,  Marjorie  (Peggy) 
Lange,  Ceciie  Singer,  and  Miriam 
Goldman  Cedarbaum  met  for  the  annual 
Reunion  luncheon  on  Friday,  May  30.  “We 
try  to  make  this  an  annual  event  and  it 
was  great  to  be  together  again,"  reports 
Irma.  “My  husband  and  I still  live  in  Mount 
Vernon  in  the  same  co-op  community  we 
have  been  in  for  many  years.”  Irma  exercises 
three  times  a week.  “I  hope  (it)  will  keep 
me  in  reasonably  good  shape  for  a while 
longer.”  Irma  sent  in  a great  photograph  of 
this  group  and  others.  An  observation  that 
may  interest  the  readers  is  how  well  the 
group  looked  and  how  attractive  they  were 
with  their  chic  haircuts  and  modest  makeup. 

Laura  Pienkny  Zakin  writes  about  her 
visit  with  Marilyn  Miller  Flitterman  in 
Porto,  Portugal’s  second-largest  city.  Marilyn 
lives  near  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at  the  juncture 
of  the  sea  and  the  Douro  River.  Their 
visit  was  one  only  a local  could  show 
them.  Laura  expects  Marilyn  to  join  the 
class  at  next  year’s  65th  reunion. 


Barbara  Hyde  Crafford  made  her 
eighth  visit  to  Poland,  where  her  daughter 
and  family  have  lived  for  16  years.  “Each 
visit,  I have  interacted  with  more  and  more 
Poles."  After  a trip  to  Krakow,  she  went 
to  Wales  to  see  two  grandsons  graduate 
from  Aberystwyth  University  and  to  visit 
her  granddaughter,  who  is  studying  in 
Birmingham.  All  three  were  raised  and 
educated  in  Poland.  Then,  Barbara  went 
home  to  Santa  Cruz.  “How  grateful  1 am  to 
be  in  good  health  and  able  to  make  such  a 
trip,”  she  adds. 

Alice  Sterling  Honig  also  writes 
about  her  grandchildren  and  great- 
grandchild, liana,  now  3,  whom  she  saw 
while  at  the  beach  in  North  Carolina  for  a 
week.  “Among  my  nine  grandchildren,  I have 
two  who  are  starting  college  in  the  fall,  one 
granddaughter  starting  the  Peace  Corps 
in  Central  America,  and  a grandson  who 
works  in  the  Congo  preventing  poachers 
from  killing  elephants.  Alice  is  a member  of 
the  Commission  for  Women  in  Syracuse.  In 
addition.  Gryphon  House  is  publishing  two 
of  her  books  related  to  the  care  of  infants 
and  young  children. 

Virginia  Potter  Held  has  written 
chapters  in  several  forthcoming  books: 
Handbook  of  Global  Ethics]  Philosophical 
Foundations  of  Human  Rights]  Oxford 
Handbook  of  Distributive  Justice]  and  Care 
Ethics  and  Political  Theory. 

Harriet  Costikyan  says,  “I  am  alive 
and  kicking.  I spend  most  of  my  time  finding 
out  about  my  family's  past— an  exercise 
made  easier  by  the  computer.  It’s  more 
than  people  and  dates.  What  was  the 
past  like?  What  did  your  relatives  do  and 
accomplish?  It’s  a fascinating  and 
revealing  exercise.” 

Our  class  has  lost  six  members  whose 
notices  have  not  been  in  our  class  column. 

It  is  my  sad  duty  to  report  their  names: 

Elizabeth  Buddington  Branagan  passed 
away  on  April  13;  Ruth  Osborn  Daisley 

died  on  February  24;  Esther  Jones  died 
on  March  4;  Ann  Kubie  Rabinowitz 

passed  away  on  January  11 ; and  Evi  Ellis 
Wohlgemuth  died  on  March  14,  2013. 
-MCN 

Jean  Zeiger  Cunningham 
6685  Aitken  Drive 
Oakland,  CA  94611 
cunningham@paramounttheatre.com 

Mary  Carroll  Nelson 
1 408  Georgia  NE 


40 


: Albuquerque,  NM  871 10 
' mcn50@comcast.net 
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Total  Participation  39%  • Total  Annual 
Fund  Giving  $93,416  • Total  All  Giving 

I $1,098,416 

i Here’s  an  e-mail  from  Lucille  Frasca 
' Harrigan.  “Dear  classmates— Joys  and 
; sorrows.  I became  a widow  on  December 
I 6,  after  20  years  of  the  heartbreak  of  my 
husband’s  Alzheimer’s.  !’m  now  living  as 
• a quasi-caretaker  in  a historic  mansion 
that  belongs  to  one  of  the  local  heroes  of 
farmland  preservation.  Montgomery  County, 
Md.,  is  a model  of  what  can  be  done  to 
fight  sprawl.  After  retiring  from  21  years 
I on  the  staff  of  the  county  legislature, ! did 
a little  writing,  contrasting  our  experience 
with  that  of  neighboring  counties.  As  of 
this  writing,  I expect  a fourth-generation 
Hanoverian  foa!  from  my  beloved  old  mare, 
Armete. ! have  the  usual  frailties  of  old 
age,  but  have  Poppa's  genes  and  manage 
to  stay  active.  I learned  to  ride  at  Barnard 
in  Central  Park,  and  still  bop  about  the 
fields  on  my  new  pony,  Emma.  Together  we 
are  106  years  old.  I’ve  become  a Quaker. 

I can  still  enjoy  travel  with  my  two  grown 
grandchildren.  Can’t  stop  writing— trying 
my  hand  at  fiction.  Living  long  means  the 
sadness  of  hearing  of  the  death  of  one  dear 
friend  after  another.  Every  day  is  a gift,  and 
I am  fortunate  to  watch  the  sun  rise  over  my 
pond— often  accompanied  by  my  resident 
great  blue  heron.  We  commuters  didn’t 
form  as  many  close  friendships  as  the  dorm 
students  did.  But  what  glorious  times  we 
had  in  the  New  York  City  of  the  ’40s  and 
’50s— unconcerned  about  personal  safety 
and  happy  to  take  the  three  buses  and  a 
train  that  got  us  home  to  New  Rochelle." 

Joan  Henderson  McCain 
38  Livingston  Street 
Dobbs  Ferry,  NY  10522 
joanhmccain@ao!.com 
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Total  Participation  49%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $71,015  ■ Total  All  Giving  $79,465 

Anastasia  (Nancy)  Gelety  Wojak  keeps 
busy  with  the  many  activities  provided 


Transition  Theory 

Nancy  Kamin  Schlossberg  ’51 

Life  is  made  up  of  a series  of  transitions — 
births,  deaths,  marriages,  moves,  new  jobs — 
and  Dr.  Nancy  Schlossberg  has  studied  them 
extensively.  Throughout  her  distinguished  career 
as  a professor  of  counseling  psychology,  she 
has  taught  at  Howard  University,  Wayne  State 
University,  and  University  of  Maryland,  College 
Park,  where  she  spent  26  years.  Her  passion 
for  the  subject  developed,  in  part,  because  of 
curveballs,  in  the  form  of  unexpected  moves, 
that  life  threw  her. 

In  1963,  she  married  Stephen  Schlossberg,  a federal  mediator,  and  moved 
to  Washington,  D.C.  Soon  after,  he  was  offered  the  job  of  general  counsel  for 
United  Auto  Workers,  and  the  couple  relocated  to  Detroit.  Nancy  Schlossberg  was 
miserable  at  first,  but  eventually  joined  the  faculty  of  Wayne  State.  About  a decade 
later,  they  moved  back  to  D.C.  Schlossberg  became  the  first  woman  executive  of 
the  American  Council  on  Education.  She  had  a wonderful  husband,  two  children, 
and  a vibrant  career,  but  admitted  she  felt  “discombobulated.”That  propelled 
her  first  study  on  transitions,  about  the  impact  that  moving  from  city  to  city  has 
on  people.  Later,  at  Maryland,  she  became  intrigued  by  the  impact  of  what  she 
calls  “nonevents”  on  people’s  lives,  such  as  the  promotion  someone  didn’t  get.  In 
the  late  ’90s,  she  and  her  husband  retired  to  Sarasota,  Fla.  “I  was  sort  of  at  sea,” 
Schlossberg  recalls.  “That  brought  me  to  do  some  interviews  and  focus  groups.” 

She  wrote  a book,  Retire  Smart,  Retire  Happy,  which  PBS  developed  into  a 
90-minute  special  of  the  same  name.  She  followed  that  up  with  another  book, 
Revitalizing  Retirement.  For  several  years,  she  traveled  for  speaking  engagements, 
but  now  prefers  staying  closer  to  home.  “I’m  very  involved  in  the  community,” 
says  Schlossberg,  who  gives  speeches  for  local  organizations.  “I  was  part  of  a 
group  that  decided  we  needed  a national  institute  here.”  The  Institute  for  the  Ages 
is  now  open  and  she’s  chair  of  the  board. 

She  is  also  working  on  a proposal  for  a new  book,  adding,  “I  am  a columnist  for 
a magazine  called  Better  Living.  I love  doing  that... I’ve  had  an  interesting  life  that’s 
combined  all  kinds  of  things.”  And  lots  of  transitions.  — Lois  Elfman 


to  the  residents  of  her  south  Florida 
condominium.  She  retired  in  1990  from 
being  a middle  and  high  school  math 
teacher  in  Mineola,  N.Y.  She  is  now  a widow. 
She  has  a physician  daughter  and  an 
attorney  son.  On  occasions,  she  has  lunch 
with  Ann  Schwartz  Toft  ’53,  who  lives  with 
her  husband  in  the  same  condominium 
complex. 

Ana  Maria  Vandellos  Nicholson 

says  she  is  well  and  enjoying  life  in  Marin 
County,  Calif.  She  is  a graphic  artist  and 
retired  from  running  the  Center  for  the 
Holographic  Arts  in  New  York.  She  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  center  in  1998. 
She  moved  to  California  to  be  near  her  son 
and  two  grandchildren,  ages  6 and  4.  She 
enjoys  reading  and  walking. 

Maleva  Tankard  Oe  Palma  wasn’t 


able  to  come  to  the  phone  due  to  recent 
hip-replacement  surgery,  but  her  husband, 
Ralph,  thoughtfully  reported  that  they  have 
been  married  for  59  years,  and  have  three 
children  and  six  grandchildren.  Maleva  got 
her  master’s  degree  in  1955  and  taught 
neuroanatomy. 

Claire  Deiage  Metz  was  in  New  York 
and  attended  a reading  in  a theatre  group 
of  A,  R.  Gurney’s  play  A Cheever  Evening. 
Also  in  the  group  were  Ruth  Ryskind 
Ohman  and  Diane  Raphael  ’66.  Claire 
reported  sadly  that  her  dear  friend  in 
Massachusetts  died  recently. 

Phyllis  Baker  Langer  says  that  she 
and  her  husband  have  been  married  for  61 
years.  They  have  children  and  grandchildren 
far  and  wide,  and  they  look  forward  to  the 
times  they  all  can  be  together. 
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Mary  Lee  Fuhr  Baranger  attended  the 
2014  reunion  lunch  in  the  gym.  It  brought 
out  nostalgic  memories  of  being  a horse 
pulling  a chariot  in  the  Greek  Games. 

Ruth  Ohman  was  also  at  the  lunch.  Mary 
Lee  was  just  back  from  a month-long  trip 
that  included  a part  of  the  large  Hapsburg 
Empire— Mexico,  Spain,  Hungary,  Czech 
Republic,  and  Austria.  Mary  Lee's  many 
New  York  activities  involve  French.  She 
retired  from  teaching  in  1997,  and  from 
part-time  lecturing  when  her  second 
grandson  was  born  six  years  ago. 

Flora  Mastroberardino  Coyne 
reported  that  her  husband,  Jim,  died  of 
leukemia  in  January.  They  had  been 
married  for  56  years.  Flora  says  they  had  a 
beautiful  life  with  four  children  and 
eight  grandchildren.  She  cherishes  our 
Barnard  days. 

We  are  sad  to  report  that  Anne 
Loesser  Hollander  died  on  July  6 at  her 
home  in  Manhattan.  She  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  three  grandchildren,  and 
her  husband.  The  Class  of  '52  extends 
its  sympathy  to  Anne's  family  and  friends. 
Please  read  the  full  obituary  on  p.  67  for 
insight  into  Anne's  creative  life's  work. 
-NSH 

Nancy  Stone  Hayward 
68  Chase  Road 
Falmouth,  MA  02540-2151 
508.564.8185 
nancyS  1 4 1 ©aol.com 

Priscilla  Redfearn  Elfrey 

320  Barrello  Lane 

Cocoa  Beach,  FL  32931-3664 

321.868.4460 

pelfrey@cfl.  rr.com 
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Total  Participation  50%  • Total  Annual 
Fund  Giving  $122,272  • Total  All  Giving 

$284,531 

We  can  take  pride  in  learning  that  our 
financial  contributions  to  the  College  at 
each  of  our  last  five  milestone  reunions 
have  earned  us  plaques  of  recognition.  The 
most  recent  is  located  on  the  new  Reunion 
Recognition  Wall  outside  Sulzberger 
Annex.  Our  class  donations  for  2013  set  a 
record  for  60th-reunion  contributions. 

On  May  12,  a number  of  us  met  for 
lunch  in  the  trustees'  dining  room  of  the 


Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  to  hear  from 
Professor  Joan  Snitzer,  director  of  the 
College's  visual  arts  program,  and  from 
Colleen  Ritzau  Leth  '08,  coordinator  of  the 
Met's  Global  Museum  Leaders  Colloquium, 
about  how  alumnae  in  the  fine  arts  can 
mentor  recent  graduates  interested  in 
entering  the  art  world.  Professor  Snitzer 
was  planning  to  lead  a number  of  senior 
art  history  majors  to  Warsaw  to  collaborate 
with  Polish  students  in  a two-week 
workshop  this  summer.  Besides  our  two 
guests,  those  in  attendance  were  Kathryn 
Desulis,  the  College's  associate  director 
of  annual  giving;  Louise  Finkelstein 
Feinsot;  Gabrieile  Simon  Lefer; 
Margaret  (Nancy)  Underwood  Lourie, 
our  class  president;  Ursula  (Sue)  Hess 
Oscar;  and  Barbara  Glaser  Sahiman. 

From  Judith  Leverone  Christopher 
we  enjoy  the  following  update:  “We  decided 
a few  years  ago  to  use  our  large  1860 
Victorian  in  Dutchess  County  as  our  primary 
residence,  with  its  gardens  that  we  created, 
aged  maple  trees,  smaller  pines  and  newer 
hemlocks,  swimming  pool,  and  sun  and 
moon-rises  and  -sets.  My  husband,  Emmy 
Award-winner  Thom  Christopher,  commutes 
to  Grand  Central  for  appointments,  and 
most  recently  did  a film.  I am  concentrating 
more  now  on  my  original  calling— writing 
original  short  stories  and  plays— drawn 
somewhat  from  my  career  first  as  a 
theatrical  agent,  and  then  as  a personal 
manager  of— as  well  as  marriage  to— a 
busy  actor.  During  those  years  I also  wrote. 
From  a film  shoot  in  Buenos  Aires,  Thom 
brought  the  play  Knepp,  by  Argentinian 
playwright  and  screenwriter  Jorge 
Goldenberg.  I completed  the  translation 
of  it  and  adapted  it;  it  was  staged  in  two 
off-Broadway  productions.  I also  created 
projects  for  TV  and  film.  Some  years  ago  I 
closed  my  theatrical-management  business, 
as  I wasn't  enjoying  it.  It's  hard  to  believe 
it's  been  60  years.  But,  as  impresario  Sol 
Hurok  said  on  his  80th  birthday,  ‘Dates 
belong  on  the  calendar— the  years  are 
m,ne." 

Barbara  Lewittes  Meister  informs  us 
that  on  May  23  her  granddaughter,  Caitlin, 
gave  birth  to  a 9 lb.  3 oz.  baby.  Rowan 
Gideon  D'Amore,  making  her  an  “ecstatic 
great-grandma." 

Regretfully,  we  must  list  the  passing  of 

Eugenia  Goodall  Brannon  on  January 
26.  Our  sincere  condolences  to  her  family. 
-GSL 


Gabrieile  (Gaby)  Simon  Lefer 
55  East  87th  Street,  Apt.  6L 
New  York,  NY  10128 
gabrilef@aol.com 

Stephanie  Lam  Pollack 
5370  Casa  Real  Drive 
Delray  Beach,  FL  33484 
561.495.1087 

stephaniebpollack@alum.barnard.edu 
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Total  Participation  54%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $47,907  ■ Total  All  Giving  $58,087 

Class  Officers  201 4-2019:  President, 
Arlene  Kelley  Winer;  Vice  President,  Jeanine 
Parisier  Plottel;  Correspondent,  Marcia 
Musicant  Bernstein;  Fund  Chairs,  Arline 
Rosenberg  Chambers,  Herberta  Benjamin 
Schacher;  Nominating  Chair,  Ronda 
Shainmark  Gelb;  Networking  Chair,  Marcia 
Gusten  Pundyk 

It  was  my  sin  of  omission  that  led  to 
Suzanne  Markovits  Javitt's  piece  being 
left  out  of  the  class  book  at  Reunion.  Here 
it  is:  “It's  hard  to  believe  that  five  years 
have  passed  since  our  last  big  reunion 
and  especially  that  60  years  have  gone 
by  since  graduation.  Norman  and  I now 
have  delightful  grandchildren,  two  of  whom 
are  married,  and  a great-granddaughter 
born  to  our  grandson  Michael  and  his 
wife,  Tovah  Chouake  '10,  who  is  attending 
Sackler  School  of  Medicine  in  Tel  Aviv. 

It  was  my  great  pleasure  to  buy  her  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  key  and  teach  her  the  secret 
handshake.  In  addition  to  other  activities, 
my  years  as  a medical  and  science  editor 
and  writer  have  made  me  the  'grammar 
maven'  for  professional  articles,  my  eldest 
son's  two  novels,  and  other  family  writing 
projects.  In  response  to  the  questionnaire: 
The  quality  I admire  most  is  straight 
talking  and,  conversely,  hypocrisy  is  the 
flaw  I dislike  most.  My  favorite  activities 
are  reading  and  needlework.  My  favorite 
prose  authors  are  Jane  Austen  and 
Georgette  Heyer;  favorite  poet  is  Stephen 
Vincent  Benet.  Favorite  composers  are 
Beethoven  and  Puccini;  favorite  artist  is 
Monet.  Favorite  scientists  are  my  husband, 
Norman  Javitt,  and  my  three  sons.  My 
husband  has  pioneered  numerous  fields 
of  medical  research  and  has  trained  and 
mentored  generations  of  young  physician- 
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investigators.  My  eldest  son  has  helped  to 
open  the  field  of  information  technology 
in  medicine  (he  served  on  the  Information 
Technology  Conference  under  President 
George  W.  Bush);  my  second  son  is  a 
world-recognized  leader  in  schizophrenia 
research:  and  my  third  son,  an  engineer  by 
training,  has  brought  his  professional  skills 
to  developing  innovative  science  teaching 
for  elementary  schools,  and  has  supervised 
high  school  science  competitions,  What  I 
most  appreciate  in  rny  friends  is  knowing 
that  they  will  be  there  to  provide  vt/hatever  is 
needed:  rejoicing  with  me  when  something 
wonderful  happens,  providing  comfort  when 
that  is  needed,  and  helping  in  cases  of 
emergency.  Greatest  extravagance  is  taking 
taxis.  The  two  heroes  of  my  lifetime  (despite 
what  my  grandchildren  may  think,  I was  not 
alive  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  president) 
are  President  Harry  Truman  and  Israeli 
prime  minister  Menachem  Begin,  both  of 
whom  exemplified  courage  in  adversity  and 
straight  talking  in  all  their  dealings,  Favorite 
maxim,  which  I learned  from  my  mother,  is, 
‘God  gave  you  teeth  to  keep  your  tongue 
in  your  mouth.'  The  two  people  at  Barnard 
who  had  the  greatest  influence  on  me 
were  Professor  Helen  Downes,  the  chair  of 
the  chemistry  department,  and  President 
Millicent  McIntosh.  Mrs.  Mac  served  as 
a role  model  in  that  I had  my  babies  by 
natural  childbirth  and  nursed  them,  when 
both  activities  were  considered  rather 
strange.  Professor  Downes’s  teachings 
extended  far  beyond  the  lecture  hall  and 
the  lab.  She  had  no  patience  for  the  idea 
that  women  should  pretend  to  be  weak, 
and  that  feminine  foibles  were  to  be 
humored.  Under  her  influence,  we  had  no 
issue  with  gender  equality.  She  became  a 
lifelong  friend  and  an  influence  not  only  on 
me  but  on  my  two  older  children,  who  loved 
visiting  her.” 

Marcia  Musicant  Bernstein 
750  South  Hanley  Road,  #44 
St  Louis,  MO  63105 
314.863.7482 
marcia.mb@att.net 
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60th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Participation  49%  ■ Total  Annual 
Fund  Giving  $54,739  ■ Total  All  Giving 

$4,286,745 


Class  President  Carol  Held  Scharff  has 
two  new  college  graduates  in  her  family, 
one  from  Barnard  and  one  from  Yale.  Her 
granddaughter  has  a job  doing  scientific 
research  and  her  grandson  is  going  to 
Cambridge  for  a master's  degree. 

loyce  Shimkin  Usiskin  and  husband 
Clive  attended  the  graduation  from  Yale 
of  a granddaughter,  and  the  high  school 
graduation  in  Mendham,  N.J.,  of  a grandson, 
who  will  attend  Cornell.  Joyce  has  had  a 
grandchild  graduating  from  college  or  high 
school  every  year  since  2008,  and  the 
graduations  will  continue  until  2020. 

Toni  Lautman  Simon,  still  living  in 
Woodland  Hills,  Calif.,  does  some  tutoring. 
Although  she  obtained  her  real-estate 
license  and  tried  working  for  a while, 
she  did  not  enjoy  it,  saying  the  business 
is  different  than  it  is  in  New  York,  and 
it’s  difficult  “to  start  from  scratch."  Toni’s 
granddaughter,  Samantha,  graduated  from 
James  Madison  University  in  Virginia,  and 
her  grandson,  Arlo,  graduated  from  ihe 
University  of  California,  Santa  Barbara. 

Dasha  Amsterdam  Epstein,  who 
spent  38  years  producing  plays  such 
as  Children  of  a Lesser  God  and  Ain't 
Misbehavin',  both  Tony  winners,  serves  on 
the  boards  of  the  American  Theatre  Wing, 
New  York  Stage  and  Film,  and  Primary 
Stages.  She  has  shifted  to  developing 
new  plays  because  she  says  Broadway  is 
“mostly  driven  by  big  names  and  revivals.” 
Dasha  is  delighted  to  have  set  up  readings 
of  new  plays  at  The  Diana  Center,  a 
program  she  organized  with  New  York 
Stage  and  Film.  The  scripts  are  chosen 
by  Johanna  Pfeizer  of  New  York  Stage 
and  Film  and  read  by  actors.  As  producing 
theatre  has  played  such  an  important  part 
of  Dasha’s  life,  she  now  feels  the  necessity 
of  “hearing”  new  voices  and  giving  them  a 
place  to  be  heard. 

As  Kathryn  Shohl  Scott  turned  80  in 
March  and  her  daughter  Emily  turns  50  in 
September,  they  celebrated  jointly  with  a 
spring  cruise  to  the  eastern  Atlantic,  visiting 
Cadiz,  the  Canary  Islands,  Casablanca, 
Lisbon,  and  Santiago  de  Compostela.  In 
July,  Kathryn  went  on  a safari  in  Africa,  with 
stops  in  Kenya,  Tanzania,  and  Zanzibar. 

After  “much  packing  and  sorting,”  Jane 
Trivilino  Bradford  and  Lenard  Blackman 
have  downsized  and  moved  to  independent 
living  in  Naples,  Fla.,  about  10  miles  from 
their  former  residence. 

Louise  Cohen  Silverman 


1 4 Spring  Meadow  Drive 
Lakewood,  NJ  08701 
732.451.1882 
bobalou4@optonline.net 
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Total  Participation  53%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $69,524  ■ Total  All  Giving  $188,049 

Barbara  Florio  Graham 
535  Charles-Desnoyers 
Gatineau,  OC  J8P  3X4  Canada 
BFG@Simon  Teakettle,  com 
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Total  Participation  47%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $42,253  • Total  All  Giving  $134,291 

Barbara  Salant  arranged  a lunch  in 
June  to  honor  our  late  friend  Judith  Jaffe 
Baum.  Present  were  Susan  Green 
Adleman,  Millicent  Alter,  Dorothea 
Eidenberg  Ellern,  Louise  Greene 
Klaber,  Blanche  Kraus  Siegal,  and 
Carol  Podell  Vinson.  A couple  of  people 
read  poems.  Others  related  memories  of 
Judy  and  her  assistance  and  generosity. 
Following  our  Judy  stories,  the  conversation 
migrated  to  discussions  of  cataracts, 
replaced  knees,  macular  degeneration, 
etc.  Growing  old  ain’t  for  sissies. 

We  regret  to  report  two  deaths: 
Philomena  Nardozzi  died  on  September 
8,  2013.  Joyce  Rickabaugh  Drake 
passed  away  on  May  27.  We  send  our 
sympathies  to  their  families  and  friends. 
After  graduating  as  a math  major, 

Philomena  received  a master’s  degree  in 
math  education  from  Harvard.  She  had 
a long  and  rewarding  career  as  a math 
teacher,  first  in  Westchester  and  then 
on  Long  Island.  After  her  retirement,  she 
moved  to  Connecticut  She  is  survived 
by  a large  extended  family.  Joyce  was  a 
graduate  of  Columbia-Presbyterian  Hospital 
School  of  Nursing,  and  the  master’s 
program  in  nursing  at  the  University  of 
Colorado.  At  the  time  of  her  retirement  in 
1993,  she  was  a diabetes  educator  at  the 
VA  hospital  in  Tampa,  Fla.  She  is  survived 
by  three  siblings,  two  daughters,  one 
stepdaughter,  and  a grandson. 

Paula  (Polly)  Zeleznik  Geller  sent 
an  interesting  synopsis  of  her  many 
activities.  She  writes  that  since  music 
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and  singing  have  always  been  important 
to  her,  she  is  fortunate  to  sing  with  the 
Greenwich  (Conn.)  Choral  Society,  and 
hold  administrative  positions  with  the  group 
as  well.  She  is  active  with  a community 
organization  that  helps  needy  families 
break  the  cycle  of  poverty  by  providing 
food,  clothing,  college  scholarships, 
housing,  and  pharmacy  assistance.  With 
her  husband,  Harry,  she  enjoys  music, 
walking,  the  delights  of  New  York  City,  and 
traveling.  Inspired  by  their  many  trips  to  Italy, 
including  a month  spent  in  Rome,  she  has 
been  studying  Italian. 

Joan  Fishkoff  Kasner  has  lived  in 
Coral  Gables  for  many  years,  where  she 
is  able  to  take  advantage  of  a variety 
of  educational  and  cultural  events  and 
participate  in  volunteer  activities,  She 
especially  enjoys  spending  time  with  her 
17-year-oid  granddaughter.  For  over  50 
years,  Joan  has  been  associated  with  a 
school  devoted  to  the  teaching  of  children 
with  dyslexia  and  related  language 
problems.  She  has  been  director  of  its 
clinic,  as  well  as  a tutor  and  a mentor  to 
teachers.  Joan  also  wrote  about  a recent 
Jewish  heritage  trip  to  Lisbon  and  Spain 
and  her  fifth  trip  to  Israel. 

Rayna  Schwartz  Zeidenberg 
4 Martine  Avenue,  Apt.  1410 
White  Plains,  NY  10606 
pzeidenberg@optimum.net 

Dorothea  Eidenberg  Ellern 
90  Riverside  Dr.  #12F 
New  York,  NY  10024 
d1 4ellern@icloud.com 
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After  seven  years  as  correspondent,  I, 

Annette  Raymon  Smith,  will  be  ending 
my  journalistic  endeavors  with  this 
column.  Thanks  to  all  who  contributed  and 
helped  make  it  enjoyable  for  me.  Eiieen 
Higginbottom  Simon  will  continue, 
alternating  with  my  replacement,  to  be 
named  later. 

First,  my  apologies.  Having  received 
so  much  news  for  this  issue,  some  items 
will  have  to  be  postponed  for  Eileen's  next 
submission. 

Sadly,  there  are  two  obituaries.  Anne 


Fenton  Carbonneau  passed  away 
October  6,  2013.  After  Barnard,  Anne 
taught  at  St.  John  the  Baptist  School  in 
Pennsylvania  and  worked  for  the  IRS.  She 
volunteered  for  the  Muscular  Dystrophy 
Association  and  in  local  elections.  Anne 
will  be  deeply  missed  by  her  husband, 
Timothy,  four  children,  12  grandchildren, 
five  great-grandchildren,  her  brother,  and 
many  students. 

Mary  Ann  Majeski  Stone  writes  of 
the  death  of  her  longtime  friend  Carol 
Sims  on  June  12  in  Ridgewood,  N.J., 
following  a three-year  battle  with  cancer. 
After  Barnard,  Carol  received  a master's 
at  Columbia  and  worked  as  a fashion 
illustrator  and  as  editor-in-chief  for  the 
newspaper  of  the  City  University  of  New 
York  faculty  union,  for  which  she  won  many 
prizes.  Carol  maintained  her  dignity  and 
humor  throughout  her  terrible  ordeal.  Our 
condolences  to  the  families  and  friends  of 
both  of  these  classmates. 

Lynn  Schneider  Neuvilie  recently 
traveled  to  Mongolia  with  her  daughter. 

She  found  friendly  people  and  “terrain  that 
varies  from  sand  dunes  to  grassy  steppes, 
sandstone  cliffs  and  beautiful  green  valleys.” 
She  rode  horses  and  camels,  and  attended 
the  Naadam  festival  in  Ulaanbaatar,  where 
traditional  Mongolian  sports  of  wrestling, 
archery,  and  horse  racing  were  featured. 

“It's  a long  way  from  living  a sheltered  life 
in  Brooklyn  and  commuting  by  subway  to 
Barnardl" 

Norma  Shosid  attended  her  60th  high 
school  reunion  at  Dallas  Ursuline  Academy 
and  volunteered  during  the  summer  with 
the  Dallas  Jewish  Historical  Society  and 
Dallas  Latino  Cultural  Corner  in  developing 
their  forthcoming  joint  exhibit.  From  Little 
Jerusalem  to  Little  Mexico.  The  exhibit 
focuses  on  a Dallas  neighborhood  in  which 
Eastern  European  Jewish  immigrants, 
including  her  own  grandparents,  settled 
around  the  late  19th  and  early  20th 
centuries,  after  which  it  became  home  to 
immigrants  from  Mexico. 

Diana  Rosenberg  Engel  retired  from 
practicing  law  after  30  years.  In  addition 
to  auditing  classes,  she  attended  a piano 
camp  in  Bennington,  Vt,  where  she 
performed.  “I  can't  believe  I had  the  courage 
to  do  that!”  Bravo,  Diana! 

Sheila  Wohlreich  Weinstein  moved 
from  New  York  City  to  Ponte  Medra  Beach, 
Fla.,  where  she  had  lived  in  the  past.  She 
is  writing  a column  on  aging  well  for  the 
local  newspaper,  giving  talks  on  her  book. 


and  has  filled  in  as  an  accompanist  for 
a choir.  She  misses  New  York,  but  feels 
welcomed  back  to  this  area,  and  plans  to 
stay.  Welcome  from  other  classmates  in 
Florida!  -ARS 

Eileen  Higginbottom  Simon 
1 1 Hayes  Ave. 

Lexington,  MA  02420 
781.862.5326 

Eileen4brainresearch@yahoo.com 
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$203,236 

Class  Officers  201 4-201 9:  Copresidents, 
Audrey  Gold,  Rosalind  Snyder  Paaswell; 
Correspondent,  Regina  Jerome  Einstein; 
Fund  Chairs,  Carol  Herman  Cohen,  Jeanette 
Kotler  Specthrie 

Sandra  Gelfand  Schanzer:  "Andre  and 
I moved  from  Teaneck  to  the  Upper  West 
Side  of  Manhattan  and  love  it.  We  are  one 
block  from  Central  Park  so  have  the  best  of 
town  and  country  (with  no  snow  to  shovel 
or  leaves  to  rake).  Our  one  complaint  is  that 
there  is  too  much  to  see  and  do.  I work  full 
time  doing  software  development.  We  have 
three  grandchildren  and  they  are  our  joy. 

We  travel  several  times  a year.  We've  just 
come  back  from  Croatia  and  other  Balkan 
countries  (beautiful,  interesting,  etc.)  and 
Rome  (hot,  crowded)— fascinating  as  ever." 

Emily  Wortis  Leider;  “Hello  out  there. 
Class  of  1959.  A poem  of  mine  appeared 
in  the  Spring  2014  issue  of  The  Sow's 
Ear  Poetry  Review,  and  two  more  will  be 
published  in  the  fall  issue  of  december 
magazine.” 

Stefanie  Blum  Guynn:  “I  am  retired 
as  a social  worker  and  manager  of  social- 
service  programs.  After  Barnard,  I entered 
a PhD  program  in  philosophy  at  Harvard 
as  a Woodrow  Wilson  Scholar.  All  three 
women  in  the  program  were  essentially 
discouraged  and  chased  out  by  the  male 
students.  Since  1961, 1 have  lived  in 
Berkeley,  Calif.  My  husband  is  a professor 
emeritus  in  cinema  studies.  My  daughter 
is  a journalist.  My  son  is  a professor  at  the 
University  of  California,  Davis,  in  French 
Medieval  literature.  I live  part  of  the  year 
in  Haute  Provence  in  a 16th-17th-century 
stone  house  surrounded  by  lavender. 
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We  have  another  house  in  La  Quinta 
Cove,  Calif.,  in  the  desert.  I have  joined 
the  Barnard  Bay  Area  book  club,  and  am 
delighted  to  be  with  other  Barnard  women.” 

Alice  Lotvin  Birney:  “I  remain  the 
literary  manuscript  specialist  at  the  Library 
of  Congress,  where  I have  been  employed 
since  1973.  The  work  is  too  varied  and 
exciting  to  give  up,  dealing  as  I do  with 
many  noted  authors  and  their  heirs,  as 
well  as  with  researchers  needing  to  use 
literary  papers.  A true  fruition  of  my  English 
major  at  Barnard!  My  husband  of  50  years 
is  unfortunately  in  hospice  care  now, 
but  I take  solace  from  living  in  a multiple 
household  with  my  daughter,  Hannah,  a 
devoted  schoolteacher  in  D.C.,  and  her  two 
daughters,  Julia,  10,  and  Emma,  9." 

Carol  Herman  Cohen  reports:  “The 
final  numbers  for  our  class  giving  to 
Barnard  this  reunion  year  are  impressive. 
Total  giving  was  nearly  as  high  as  for  our 
50th  reunion.  Our  participation  rate  of  62 
percent  was  the  highest  of  any  alumnae 
class  last  year  and  shows  the  importance  of 
each  individual  making  a gift." 

If  you  have  not  already  done  so,  please 
send  your  e-mail  address  to  the  alumnae 
office  or  to  me  so  that  we  can  be  in  contact 
with  you, 

Regina  Jerome  Einstein 
53  Old  Town  Crossing 
Mount  Kisco,  NY  10549 
914.241.7822 
rjeinstein  @aol.corn 
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55th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Participation  48%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $64,429  • Total  All  Giving  $65,679 

Suzanne  Fried:  “1  went  from  Barnard  to 
medical  school  at  Albert  Einstein  College 
of  Medicine  and  into  psychiatry,  which  I still 
practice  on  a very  limited  basis.  I’ve  lived 
in  many  places,  now  live  in  Jerusalem,  and 
come  back  to  the  U.S.  several  times  a year. 

I will  be  returning  to  New  York  soon  for  rny 
50th  reunion  of  graduation  from  medical 
school.  Hard  to  believe  that  I'm  still  here 
and  in  good  health,  but  I am."  Sue— hope  we 
see  you  at  our  55th! 

Rebecca  Levin  Lubetkin:  “I  am  retired 
as  professor  emerita  in  the  Edward  J. 
Bloustein  School  of  Planning  and  Public 
Policy  at  Rutgers,  where  I spent  the  bulk  of 


my  career.  I am  on  the  national  board  of  the 
Veteran  Feminists  of  America,  and  serve  as 
chair  of  its  feminist  legacy  project,  whose 
mission  is  to  collect  and  make  accessible 
(through  actual  and  virtual  exhibits)  stories 
and  artifacts  that  document  feminist  activity 
in  the  latter  third  of  the  20th  century.  We 
are  interested  in  the  small  personal 
collections  preserved  by  activists,  and  the 
stories  of  the  second-wave  revolution  that 
later  generations  find  hard  to  believe.  For 
more  information  feel  free  to  get  in  touch." 

Ethel  Katz  Goldberg:  “I  was 
honored  on  May  28  with  a very  special 
award  by  my  synagogue,  given  to  a 
leader  in  social  justice  work.  I have 
been  cochair  of  our  local  committee  for 
Philadelphians  Organized  to  Witness, 
Empower,  and  Rebuild  (POWER),  an 
interfaith  collaborative  of  more  than  40 
congregations,  working  on  such  issues  as 
immigration  reform  and  securing  fair  wages 
for  low-income  workers  at  the  Philadelphia 
airport.  (We  won  this  battle,  getting  their 
hourly  wage  raised  from  minimum  to 
$10.88  per  hour.)  We  are  also  trying  to 
obtain  a full  and  fair  funding  formula  for 
public  education  in  Pennsylvania.  For  the 
primary,  we  made  over  45,000  phone  calls 
and  door  knocks,  and  got  commitments 
from  over  4,700  voters  that  they  would  vote 
yes  on  the  referendum  question  to  raise  the 
minimum  wage.  It  passed  by  a three  to  one 
margin.” 

Flick  chicks!  Joy  Nathan  Stern  was 
cast  as  the  mother  of  the  heroine  in  the 
indie  feature  Geographically  Desirable. 
Watch  for  it! 

Janet  Burke  Spencer  is  working  on 
another  Off  Kilter  Film  Festival  in  Bastrop, 
Texas,  and  wants  to  screen  short,  comic 
films  by  her  Barnard  sisters. 

We  regret  the  passing  of  Annalita 
Marsigli  Alexander  one  year  ago.  Her 
novel.  The  Written  Script,  about  a man 
who  returns  after  death  to  learn  that  his 
scholarly  writings  have  disappeared,  has 
been  described  as  “a  work  of  thoughtful, 
almost  excruciating  frankness  about  the 
vanities  and  pleasures  of  life  and  work.” 

Susan  Goldhor 
45B  Museum  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02 1 38- 1921 
susangoldhor@comcast.net 

Joyce  Levenson  Tichler 
1 80  Riverside  Boulevard,  Apt.  36F 
New  York,  NY  10069-0816 


LEAVE  A LEGACY! 

Learn  more  about  gifts  that 
strengthen  Barnard’s  future  and 
provide  payments  to  you  for  life. 


Contact 

Audra  M.  Lewton 
Director  of  Gift  and 
Estate  Planning 
212.870.2534 
alewton@barnard.edu 


BARNARD 

THE  ATHENA  SOCIETY 


“Thank  you,  Barnard,  for 
starting  me  on  a wonderful 
educational  journey.  It  enabled 
me  to  have  a productive 
career  that  contributed  to 
strengthening  higher 
education  and  provided  great 
personal  satisfaction. 

To  show  my  thanks  for  this 
great  start  and  for  scholarship 
support,  I established  a 
Barnard  charitable  gift 
annuity  that  makes 
payments  to  me  for  life.  ” 


Marlene  Feidstein  Ross  ’59 
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212.873.2938 
jtichler©  nyc.  rr.com 
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$160,347 

Close  readers  ot  The  New  York  Times  book 
review  on  May  20  might  have  noticed  a 
review  by  Ellen  Handler  Spitz  of  two 
children's  books  on  Emily  Dickinson. 

She  also  wrote  a lyrical  reflection  in  the 
February  2,  2007  issue  of  The  Chronicle  of 
Higher  Education,  titled  “From  Virgil  to  Alma 
Mater.”  Those  of  you  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  have  English  professor  and  dean 
of  studies  Inez  Nelbach  as  your  advisor  will 
enjoy  it  immensely.  Ellen  holds  the  Honors 
College  Professorship  of  Visual  Arts  at  the 
University  of  Maryland,  Baltimore  County. 
Her  publications  include  Inside  Picture 
Books,  The  Brightening  Glance:  Imagination 
and  Childhood,  and  Illuminating  Childhood: 
Portraits  in  Fiction,  Film,  and  Drama. 

Another  of  our  classmates  who  got  “ink” 
in  the  Times  during  the  merry  month  of 
May  was  Susan  (Cricket)  Rennie.  She 
married  Paula  Lombard,  the  founder  and 
chief  executive  of  FootageBank,  a provider 
of  stock  film  footage.  After  Barnard,  Susan 
received  a PhD  in  political  philosophy 
from  Columbia.  She  retired  from  a career 
supervising  masters  degrees  in  social 
sciences  through  a long-distance  program 
of  Union  Institute  and  the  University  of 
Cincinnati.  She’s  also  the  coeditor  of  The 
New  Woman's  Survival  Catalog  and  The 
New  Woman’s  Survival  Souroebook. 

Hinda  Rotenberg  Milier  wrote  to  tell 
us  that  she  has  recently  self-published  her 
memoir,  A Bubbe  Meise,  A Grandmother's 
True  Story,  in  which  Barnard  features 
prominently.  The  book  will  be  available  from 
Amazon  and  Barnes  and  Noble. 

Dorothy  Memolo  Bheddah,  Alice 
Brody,  Sylvie  Alpert  Bryant,  Elaine 
Schlozman  Chapnick,  and  Tobe 
Sokolow  Joffe  could  be  seen  at  the  2014 
reunion.  Elaine  announced  the  appointment 
of  Lenore  Abramson  Guinsburg  as  a 
fund  cochair,  along  with  Natalie  Rothman 
Gordon. 

Another  reunion,  but  less  official:  Ruth 
Schwartz  Cowan  joined  Genevieve 
Ramos  Acker  and  me  in  our  annual  get- 
together  in  Newport,  R.l. 


Sherry  Hyman  Miller  hosted  a 
mini-reunion  as  well,  in  Sausalito,  Calif., 
in  her  studio.  Sharon  Doyle  Johe  and 
Mary  Varney  Rorty  were  wowed  by  her 
paintings  of  large,  luminous  ocean-going 
fish.  She  invites  us  all  to  come  by  and  see 
her  if  we're  in  Northern  California,  and  help 
her  pay  the  rent. 

And  now  for  the  big  finish  of  sightings 
hither  and  yon:  If  you  happened  to  have 
been  at  the  Vatican  during  the  spring,  you 
might  have  caught  a glimpse  of  Sylvia 
Elias  Elman  on  her  way  to  an  audience 
with  the  pope.  Please  write  and  share  your 
news,  even  if  you  can’t  top  this. 

Carol  Krepon  Ingall 
caingall@me.com 
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Total  Participation  45%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $85,390  ■ Total  All  Giving  $178,524 

We  have  our  first  class  granddaughter— 
Rhoda  Scharf  Narins's  granddaughter, 
Sydney  Malsch  '18.  Rhoda  is  thrilled  and 
proud.  She  still  works  full  time  and  loves  it. 

Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Dane  organized  a 
group  to  discuss  the  latest  book  by  Ruth 
Nemzoff.  Betsy's  husband  died  last  year; 
she  has  become  very  involved  in  her  music. 
Ruth’s  son-in-law,  Evan  Osnos,  wrote  a 
book  about  China  and  an  op-ed  column 
in  the  Sunday  New  York  Times  about  the 
peculiarities  of  Chinese  censorship  and  the 
effect  it  has  on  foreign  authors. 

Nancy  Davis-lmhof  and  Alison 
Gibb  Swanberg  met  in  Los  Cabos,  Baja 
California,  in  January  for  a one-week  cruise 
on  the  Sea  of  Cortez.  They  previously 
traveled  together  to  Antarctica. 

Linda  Roth  Futterman  is  still  seeing 
patients  and  supervising  at  the  institute 
where  she  did  her  analytic  training. 
Husband  Stanley  is  still  practicing  law. 

In  August,  Linda  and  Stan  traveled  to 
Cornwall  with  Marcia  Dackman  Davis 
and  her  (British)  husband,  John.  (The 
Davises  drove.)  They  spent  their  wedding 
anniversaries  together. 

Deborah  Nemser  Tolchin  is 
volunteering  at  the  Burke  Rehabilitation 
Center.  She  and  her  husband,  Richard, 
visit  the  sick  at  their  local  hospital  as 
representatives  of  their  synagogue.  She 
is  teaching  one  day  a week  in  the  Albert 
Einstein  College  of  Medicine.  Her  own 


education  continues  with  weekly  pediatric 
grand  rounds,  adult-education  classes, 
and  three  book  clubs.  She  and  Richard  are 
blessed  with  three  sons  (all  lawyers),  three 
daughters-in-law,  and  seven  grandchildren. 

Penelope  White  Kilburn  and 
husband  Ed  have  downsized  to  a house 
approximately  half  the  size  of  their  previous 
home  in  Scottsdale,  Ariz. 

Barnard  trustee  Linda  Fayne  Levinson 
and  her  husband.  Bill,  left  California  and 
moved  back  to  Manhattan  in  May.  They  are 
looking  forward  to  seeing  old  friends  more 
frequently. 

Carol  Prins’s  son-in-law,  Joshua 
Trachtenberg,  professor  of  neuroscience  at 
UCLA,  invented  his  own  microscope.  She 
and  her  husband,  John  Hart,  are  still  deeply 
involved  in  the  Chicago  arts  and  education 
nonprofit  sectors.  She  is  a life  trustee  of 
the  Goodman  Theatre,  and  trustee  of  the 
Museum  of  Contemporary  Art,  Chicago. 

Forrest  and  Marsha  Wittenberg 
Latiner,  after  coming  home  from  a cruise 
from  Beijing  to  Bangkok,  welcomed 
Judith  Terry  Smith  and  husband  Jim 
after  the  worn-out  Smiths  led  an  eight-day 
paleontological  field  seminar  in  the  desert 
near  Palm  Springs. 

Deanna  Biaustein  Spielberg  and 
husband  Ted  are  winding  down  their 
professional  lives  and  are  looking  forward 
to  spending  more  time  in  Florida.  Ted  has 
completed  clinical  work,  except  for  a few 
special  cases,  and  Deanna  continues  to  see 
a handful  of  patients. 

Janice  Wiegan  Lieberman  is 
still  in  the  full-time  private  practice  of 
psychoanalysis  and  psychotherapy, 
specializing  in  relationships  and  body-image 
issues.  She  writes,  publishes,  and  edits 
papers,  teaches  at  her  institute,  and  is  a 
Whitney  Museum  of  American  Art  docent. 
Her  son  Mark  is  the  creator  and  producer 
of  the  public-TV  concert  series  Live  From 
the  Artists  Den.  Her  son  Evan  is  a professor 
of  political  science  at  MIT.  She  is  blessed  to 
have  four  wonderful  grandsons. 

The  Barnard  '62  book  group  in  the 
New  York  City  area,  organized  by  Marcia 
Stacker  Weller  and  Nancy  Brown 
Schmiderer,  is  open  to  new  members, 
including  those  from  other  classes  in  the 
1960s,  who  love  to  read  mostly  fiction. 
Contact  Marcia  at  marcia4815@gmail.com 
if  you  are  interested. 

Alice  Finkelstein  Alekman 
9840  Isles  Cay  Drive 
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Delray  Beach,  FL  33446-9649 
alicealek@aol.com 

1963 

Total  Participation  43%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $75,484  • Total  All  Giving  $169,940 

It  was  a pleasure  recently,  at  a presentation 
at  the  Italian  Cultural  Institute  (ICI)  by 
Barnard  professor  emerita  of  Italian 
Maristella  torch,  to  encounter  Dolores 
Mirto,  who  introduced  me  to  Generosa 
(Gina)  Protano,  Gina  was  born  in  Italy, 
immigrated  to  New  York  at  13,  majored  in 
Italian  at  Barnard,  and  did  graduate  work 
toward  a doctorate  in  Italian  literature  at 
Columbia,  Her  long  career  in  publishing 
began  with  a job  at  Gourmet  magazine. 
From  1978  to1982  Gina,  fluent  in  French, 
was  French  editor  at  Harcourt  Brace 
Jovanovich.  She  also  held  positions  in 
Chicago  and  St  Paul  before  founding  GGP 
Publishing,  Inc.  in  1991,  Gina  spends  her 
spare  time  with  her  three  sisters  and  their 
families.  She  visits  Italy  periodically  and  is 
active  in  politics,  the  Mamaroneck  Historical 
Society,  the  American  Book  Producers 
Association,  and  the  ICI. 

John  Moorhead  (CC  ’63)  shared  the 
sad  news  of  the  death  of  his  wife,  Barbara 
Tonkin  Moorhead,  on  February  19.  After 
Barnard  she  earned  master’s  degrees  in 
teaching  from  Duke  and  in  library  science 
from  Simmons  College.  She  managed 
libraries  in  Chicago  and,  for  the  last  15 
years  of  her  career,  was  head  of  circulation 
at  the  Marshall  University  Library  in 
Huntington,  W.  Va.,  from  which  she  retired 
three  years  ago.  Travel  adventures  included 
African  trips  with  John  to  Botswana  and 
Rwanda.  When  he  was  in  the  Navy,  Wendy 
drove  around  Europe  with  other  Navy 
wives,  meeting  him  in  ports  such  as  Athens, 
Barcelona,  and  Istanbul,  Our  deepest 
sympathy  goes  out  to  John. 

Iris  Unger  Friediander  also  reported 
sad  news:  the  passing  on  March  31  of  her 
husband  of  46  years,  Richard  Friediander 
(CC  '60,  BUS  ’63).  They  enjoyed  traveling 
together  and  visited  all  the  continents.  Iris 
has  also  long  performed  the  Japanese  Tea 

I Ceremony  in  Kyoto,  spending  five  to  eight 
weeks  there  in  every  season.  She  and 
Richard  celebrated  their  40th  anniversary 
there  in  her  Canadian  tea  teacher’s  cafe! 

: They  also  relished  considerable  time 
together  at  their  upstate  New  York  cottage. 


where  he  gardened  and  she  arranged 
his  flowers.  We  extend  our  heartfelt 
condolences  to  Iris. 

Twyla  Tharp,  who  is  serving  as  a 
Distinguished  Guest  Artist  at  Barnard 
during  the  2014-2015  academic  year,  is 
one  of  six  newly  appointed  members  of 
Barnard’s  board  of  trustees. 

Classmates  enjoyed  connecting  at 
three  regional  mini-gatherings.  In  southern 
Florida,  Joan  Sherman  Freilich,  Susan 
Kaufman  Purcell,  and  Constance 
Foshay  Row  dined  together  in  Coral 
Gables  on  the  eve  of  Connie’s  departure  for 
Cuba,  while  Susan,  Anita  Reetz,  and  Pearl 
Sternschuss  Vogel  enjoyed  an  afternoon 
lunching  and  strolling  the  Hollywood  beach. 
Amy  Goldblatt  Tenzer  arranged  lunch  in 
Short  Hills,  N.J.,  for  herself,  Marcy  Cohen 
Cherensky,  Nusha  Zukerman  Wyner, 
and  Susan  Welber  Youdovin. 

Check  our  class  page  at  www.alum, 
barnard.edu/1963,  send  your  e-mail 
address,  ideas,  and  questions  to  barnard. 
class63@gmail.com,  or  call  or  write  one  of 
your  correspondents.  Finally,  Jacqueline 
Barkan  Stuart,  our  class  fund  chair, 
reminds  us  that  a gift  to  Barnard  of  any 
size  is  important  for  keeping  our  record- 
breaking  participation  rate  highl  —CM 

Carol  Miles 

365  West  End  Avenue,  Apt.  8H 
New  York,  NY  10024 
212.799.2376 
carolmiles@earthlink.net 

Elizabeth  Smith  Ewing 
70  Lefurgy  Avenue 
Hastings-on-Hudson,  NY  10706 
914.478.0630 
silvergirl@verizon.net 
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Total  Participation  59%  ■ Total  Annual 
Fund  Giving  $418,505  • Total  All  Giving 

$529,881 

Class  Officers  201 4-201 9:  President, 
Georgianna  Pimentel  Contiguglia;  Vice 
President/Reunion  Chair,  Carol  Berkin; 
Correspondent,  Hannah  (Hallie)  Rosenberg 
Metzger;  Treasurer,  Diane  Fabiny  Byrd; 
Fund  Chairs,  Judith  Gurland,  Pauline  Piskin 
Sherman,  Tamra  Cohen  Stoller 

Our  annual  fund  contributions  represent 


an  all-time  high  for  any  50th  reunion  class. 

In  addition,  our  one-year  total  exceeded 
the  threshold  for  meriting  recognition  in 
the  Reunion  Courtyard.  Thank  you  all  for 
helping  our  class  reach  this  goal. 

Carol  Berkin  has  welcomed 
granddaughter  Talulla,  daughter  of  Hannah, 
into  the  family.  Carol  is  currently  working  on 
a book  about  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

Adele  Ludin  Boskey  has  posted 
reports  of  the  reunion  discussion  circles 
on  the  class  web  page  but  is  still  gathering 
reports  from  stragglers. 

Loraine  Botkin  Boyle  is  producing  two 
new  shows  coming  to  Broadway— Terrence 
McNally’s  It's  Only  a P/ay  with  Nathan  Lane 
and  Matthew  Broderick,  and  Honeymoon  in 
Vegas  with  Tony  Danza  and  Rob  McClure. 
Memphis,  the  first  play  she  produced, 
opened  in  London  in  October.  She  hosts  the 
Annual  Comedy  Gala  of  the  International 
Myeloma  Foundation,  now  in  its  eighth 
year,  to  raise  money  for  the  Peter  Boyle 
Memorial  Fund.  Her  late  husband  died  of 
incurable  bone  marrow  cancer. 

Beth  Cox  deChaby,  while  still  teaching 
ballet,  jokes  that  she  “has  gone  straight  to 
the  dogs."  Aging  dog  Tuck  is  “still  hanging 
in  there.”  Her  husband,  now  retired  from 
teaching  at  Strayer  University,  enjoys  having 
time  to  read  and  garden. 

Suzanne  Selby  Grenager  writes, 

‘After  another  year  ping-ponging  between 
California,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Pennsylvania, 
Trend  and  I long  for  ‘a  little  house  in  the 
woods,’  our  metaphor  for  the  simple,  quiet 
late  life  we  don’t  yet  have.  Except  for  a rare 
blog  post,  my  writing  is  on  hold  until  we 
settle  down.  But,  hey,  we  are  grateful  that 
our  problems  are  those  of  the  blessed.” 

Barbara  Becker  Holstein  is  at  work 
on  a sequel  to  The  Truth:  Diary  of  a Gutsy 
Tween.  Her  books  are  for  girls  ages  8 to  12. 

Ronnie  Kaye  received  a PhD  in 
psychoanalysis  from  the  New  Center  for 
Psychoanalysis  in  LA.  She  says  her  children 
will  now  address  her  as  “Dr.  Mom." 

After  34  years,  Daisy  Breuer  Merey 
is  still  practicing  medicine  full  time  in 
West  Palm  Beach  with  focuses  on  internal 
medicine,  bariatrics,  and  esthetic  medicine. 
Granddaughter  Mikala  entered  Barnard  this 
fall,  the  third  generation  of  the  family  at  the 
College. 

Katherine  Mindlin  Reinleitner 

continues  teaching  psychology,  lecturing, 
and  helping  doctors  research  medication 
side  effects,  drug  interactions,  and  other 
pharmacologic  issues.  With  six  children— 
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the  youngest  is  now  13— she  usually 
works  from  home  while  also  managing  an 
educational  foundation  that  funded  24 
proposals  from  16  institutions  last  year. 

As  for  me,  I thank  all  of  you  for  your 
messages  of  support.  While  I missed  the 
reunion,  I got  to  talk  or  e-mail  with  so  many 
of  you  and  I am  proud  to  serve  the  class  as 
correspondent.  I hope  to  see  you  all  either 
informally  in  New  York  as  well  as  formally  at 
our  55th  reunion. 

Hallie  Metzger 

100  East  Bellevue  Place,  Apt.  22D 
Chicago,  IL  606 1 1 
312.440.9568 
hallie.metzger@rcn.com 

1965 

50th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Parficipation  34%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $72,006  • Total  All  Giving  $101,306 

We’re  coming  up  on  our  big  50!  Contact  B-J 
Lunin-Frishberg  at  bjlf65@gmail.com  if 
you  can  host  a classmate  for  the  weekend, 
have  suggestions  for  faculty  invitations,  or 
want  to  share  any  other  ideas. 

Juanita  (Juana)  Clarke  Merritt 
is  enjoying  her  retirement  in  Southern 
California,  being  very  selective  about  work 
as  an  educational  consultant  so  she  can 
spend  time  with  her  three  granddaughters, 
ages  15,  10,  and  eight  months.  She  has 
just  finished  publishing  a posthumous  book 
of  poetry  by  her  brother,  Damon  Chandler, 
Come  Drink  From  My  Cup:  Musings  of  an 
East  Harlem  Poet. 

Phyllis  Guercken  Sommer  brings  us 
up  to  date  since  graduation.  In  the  1970s 
she  moved  with  her  late  husband,  Robert, 
to  Searsport,  a small  town  in  the  midcoast 
area  of  Maine,  where  they  started  an 
antiques  shop.  Pumpkin  Patch  Antiques. 
Although  widowed  in  1998,  Phyllis  is  still 
drawing  on  her  BA  in  history  to  research 
antiques.  She  has  two  grown  sons  and 
three  “amazing  granddaughters”  nearby. 

She  serves  as  a library  trustee  and  on 
local  boards,  and  is  an  environmental  and 
animal  activist. 

Miriam  (Vicky)  Spiegel  is  a couples 
therapist  and  collaborative-practice  coach, 
working  with  lawyers  and  therapists  to 
support  families  through  separation  and 
divorce.  She  also  works  with  individuals 
and  couples  affected  generationally  by 


the  Holocaust.  She  has  lived  for  over  30 
years  in  Zurich,  Switzerland,  with  her  Swiss 
husband,  Antonin  Wagner,  who  has  just 
retired  from  a part-time  professorship  at 
New  School  University  in  New  York.  Vicky 
is  looking  forward  to  seeing  long-missed 
classmates  at  Reunion  next  year. 

Ellen  Kozak 
PC.  Box  380 
Milwaukee,  Wl  53201 
kozak@alum.barnard.edu 

Martha  Andes  Ziskind 
2311  Douglas  Boulevard 
Louisville,  KY  40205 
mziskind®  wya  ttfirm.  com 

Dominique  Lunau 
Avery  was  honored 
by  the  town  of 
Simsbury,  Conn.,  as 
a Hometown  Hero 
for  her  volunteer 
work.  Her  major 
achievements 
include  creating  the  Old  Drake  Hill  Bridge 
of  Flowers,  a tourist  attraction.  She  is 
cochair  of  the  town's  tourism  committee. 
Previously,  she  sat  on  the  board  of 
education  and  the  recycling  committee.  She 
also  serves  as  board  secretary  for  Simsbury 
Community  Television,  the  public-access 
station  where  she  hosts  monthly  TV  shows 
about  the  town.  Until  2012,  she  was 
program  director  at  the  Connecticut 
Network,  which  airs  C-Span-styie  coverage 
of  the  state  legislature. 
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Total  Participation  37%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $66,651  ■ Total  All  Giving  $684,751 

Several  of  our  classmates  are  living  in 
Israel.  In  July,  when  much  of  the  country 
was  undergoing  rocket  attacks  from  Gaza,  I 
heard  from  Charlotte  (Shifra)  Paikin  and 
Elaine  Kushner  Varady,  describing  the 
tense  situation.  Elaine  wrote:  “This  part  of 
the  world  is  going  through  mini-revolutions, 
and  some  of  them  lead  their  followers 
backwards  rather  than  forwards.  At  best, 
progress  is  slow;  at  worst,  we  see  societies 
where  poverty  and  lack  of  education 
are  major  characteristics.  However,  we 
should  never  exhaust  the  channels  of 
communication  and  stop  trying  to  resolve 


differences  peacefully  and  for  the  greater 
good."  On  behalf  of  the  class,  I conveyed 
our  wishes  for  the  safety  and  well-being  of 
our  classmates  and  their  loved  ones,  and 
our  hopes  for  a lasting  peace. 

Louise  Sobin  Hersh  and  her  husband. 
Bob,  continue  their  busy  schedule  of 
international  travel,  attending  track-and- 
field  events  all  over  the  world.  This  summer 
they  took  a non-track-related  vacation, 
cruising  to  Alaska.  The  trip  marked  Louise's 
first  cruise,  and  Bob  has  now  visited  all  50 
states. 

Now  that  her  husband,  Andy,  has  retired, 
Lynne  Moriarty  Langlois  is  looking 
forward  to  traveling  more  and  spending 
lots  of  time  with  their  grandchildren  in 
New  Hampshire.  Lynne  is  our  fund-raising 
chair  and  appreciates  our  class's  generous 
support  of  Barnard. 

Barbara  Jorrisch,  who  lives  not  far 
from  me  in  Westchester  County  and  with 
whom  I frequently  have  lunch,  is  a stress- 
management  coach.  Recently  she  was 
certified  as  a Reiki  master,  and  she  enjoys 
offering  this  Japanese  technique  in  her 
practice.  Reiki  is  used  for  stress  reduction 
and  relaxation  and  aims  to  promote  healing 
through  the  “laying  on  of  hands." 

The  College  has  informed  us  of  the 
death  of  Ellen  Youngelson.  We  extend 
our  condolences  to  her  family  and  friends. 
-MWS 

Marcia  Weinstein  Stern 
5 Rural  Drive 

Scarsdale,  NY  10583-7701 
richmarl  3@aol.com 

Karin  Prager  Lipson 
43  Greystone  Road 
Rockville  Centre,  NY  1 1570-4512 
klip626@aol.com 

1967 

Total  Participation  34%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $72,135  ■ Total  All  Giving  $199,409 

Kim  Timmers  Mitter  has  been  living 
in  suburban  Maryland,  near  D.C.,  for  33 
years  with  husband  Charles  and  her  two 
daughters.  The  elder  was  married  this  fall  in 
Colorado  and  is  in  a biology  PhD  program 
in  Boulder.  Kim's  younger  daughter,  26,  is 
in  veterinary  school  in  California.  When  the 
children  were  young,  Kim  worked  part 
time  doing  medical  research  at  various 
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institutions.  For  the  past  eight  years,  she 
has  been  working  with  her  husband  in  the 
entomology  department  at  the  University 
of  Maryland  doing  molecular  sequencing 
and  phylogenetic  systematics  of  butterflies 
and  moths.  She  has  no  plans  to  retire, 
since  Charles  has  just  received  a grant  for 
a study,  which,  if  successful,  will  represent 
the  culmination  of  his  life’s  work.  This  year 
they  will  celebrate  their  40th  wedding 
anniversary. 

Susan  Scrimshaw  continues  as 
president  of  the  Sage  Colleges  in  upstate 
New  York,  which  include  Russell  Sage 
College  for  women  as  well  as  a separate 
coed  campus,  an  online  and  adult-education 
school,  and  three  graduate  professional 
schools.  She  and  husband  Allan  enjoy  living 
in  Troy  in  an  1818  president’s  house.  They 
kayak,  hike,  and  ski,  as  well  as  ride  Allan’s 
Ducati  motorcycle.  She  is  also  active  with 
the  Institute  of  Medicine  of  the  National 
Academy  of  Sciences.  Allan  and  Susan 
have  three  children— his  son  in  Chicago 
who  works  with  agencies  on  prevention 
of  violence  against  women;  a daughter  in 
D.C.  who  graduated  from  Barnard  in  2001 
and  George  Washington  University  Law 
School  in  2014;  and  a daughter  in  San 
Francisco  who  received  her  MFA  at  the  San 
Francisco  Art  Institute  this  year.  They  have 
two  granddaughters,  a 6-year-old  in  San 
Francisco  and  a 6-month-old  in  D.C. 

Estelle  Haferling,  our  class  president, 
retired  from  working  as  a program  specialist 
for  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services  in  the  spring,  and  headed 
off  to  Israel  and  London.  She  writes  that 
she  ran  into  Barnard  College  women  who 
were  also  staying  at  her  hotel  in  Jerusalem. 

Renee  Stern  Steinig  was  written  up  in 
The  New  York  Times  this  past  summer.  An 
expert  in  Jewish  genealogy,  she  helped  the 
sister  of  the  deceased  Cardinal  O’Connor 
of  the  Archdiocese  of  New  York  to  identify 
past  relatives  who  were  Jewish,  including 
the  cardinal’s  mother  and  his  grandfather. 

Rhoda  Lange  Friedrichs  died  of 
cancer  in  July  in  Vancouver,  B.C.,  with  her 
husband,  Chris,  at  her  side.  Rhoda  received 
a PhD  in  Medieval  history  from  Columbia 
in  1974.  She  married  Chris  Friedrichs  in 
1970  and  the  couple  moved  to  Vancouver, 
where  they  raised  three  children.  For  many 
years,  Rhoda  taught  at  the  University  of 
British  Columbia.  In  1989  she  became  an 
instructor  in  history  at  Douglas  College 
in  New  Westminster,  B.C.,  and  taught 
there  until  her  retirement  this  year.  She 


specialized  in  the  social  history  of  the  high 
aristocracy  in  late  Medieval  England. 

Cathy  Feola  Weisbrod 
203  Allston  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139-3917 
617.876.0284 
clweisbrod@hotmail.com 

1968 

Total  Participation  33%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $82,079  • Total  All  Giving  $602,904 

Barbara  Prostkoff  Zimmerman,  writing 
from  Denver,  questions,  “How  much  effort 
and  expense  I want  to  put  into  reviving 
my  rather  dormant  medical  writing  and 
communication  business.  My  husband, 
Steve,  is  also  on  the  cusp  of  retirement, 
and  together,  we’re  trying  to  redefine  our 
priorities  for  this  next  phase  of  our  lives." 
While  sorting  this  out,  Barbara  is  working 
with  several  nonprofit  health  groups,  is  busy 
with  a variety  of  volunteer  activities,  sings 
with  the  Colorado  Hebrew  Chorale  and  its 
women’s  choir,  Kol  Nashim,  and  sang  at 
the  North  American  Jewish  Choral  Festival 
in  the  Catskills  in  July.  Barbara  and  Steve 
still  enjoy  their  mountain  condo,  skiing, 
biking,  hiking,  and  travel.  One  son  and  his 
family  live  nearby;  another  resides  with  his 
partner  in  Saratoga  Springs.  A daughter 
and  family  live  in  Israel,  and  Barbara  and 
Steve  try  to  visit  once  or  twice  a year  to 
keep  tabs  on  their  growing  grandchildren. 
Thank  goodness  for  Skypel  These  visits 
also  provide  opportunities  to  catch  up  with 
Barnard  classmates.  Most  recently  they 
saw  Sheila  Moses  Wilensky  and  Judith 
Kolatch  Sonn.  Last  but  certainly  not  least, 
Barbara  writes  that  she  would  be  happy  to 
see  any  classmates  visiting  Denver. 

Dorothy  Brown  Desmond  has 
semiretired  from  her  law  practice  and 
moved  from  Boston  to  Brooklyn.  She  writes, 
“Back  to  NYC  at  last!  Closer  to  my  daughter, 
who  graduated  from  Barnard  in  1995,  and 
her  family.”  But  Boston  had  its  advantages. 

“I  was  privileged  to  have  lived  in  the  same 
building  as  Rebecca  Newberger  Goldstein 
’72,  one  of  my  favorite  writers,  and  got 
to  know  her  a bit.”  Currently,  Dorothy  is 
telecommuting  while  wrapping  up  a few 
estates  and  trusts,  but  is  very  much  looking 
forward  to  being  “free  to  do  whatever  I 
please.”  She  has  joined  the  Barnard  Club 
and  would  love  to  find  a great  book  group. 


Elaine  Kolman  Rau  retired  in  June 
after  working  25  years  as  a school 
speech-language  pathologist  in  Chicago’s 
northwest  suburbs.  Not  ready  to  leave  the 
workforce,  Elaine  anticipates  looking  for 
part-time  speech-language  work  in  the 
fall  and  is  taking  some  graduate  classes 
in  speech  pathology  that  are  partly  online. 
She  notes,  “Online  learning  is  new  for  me— 
challenging  but  interesting!"  Elaine  and  her 
husband,  Carl,  have  five  grandkids,  ranging 
from  14  months  to  9 years,  and  recognize 
how  fortunate  they  are  that  all  live  close 
by.  Elaine  also  reports  that  she,  Suzanne 
Speyser  Greene,  Judith  Lansky,  Janice 
Moore,  and  Alice  Altbach  Schreyer  very 
much  enjoy  getting  together  twice  a year 
for  lunch,  and  requests  that  anyone  else 
from  our  class  who  is  in  the  Chicago  area 
contact  her. 

Several  classmates  have  expressed 
interest  in  knowing  in  detail  how  others 
are  wrestling  with  professional  transitions, 
retirement,  elder  care,  and  other  issues. 
Thoughts?  Thanks  for  your  updates— 
keep  ’em  comingl  And  I hope  your  summer 
was  good. 

Rosalie  Siegel 

345  Riverside  Drive,  Apt.  1H 
New  York,  NY  10025 
212.222.7097 
rosiegel@hotmail.com 

1969 

Total  Participation  41%  ■ Total  Annual 
Fund  Giving  $150,668  ■ Total  All  Giving 

$188,246 

Class  Officers  2014-2019:  President,  Linda 
Krakower  Greene;  Vice  President,  Judith 
Gould  Cavalier;  Correspondent,  Laura 
Stewart;  Fund  Chair,  Carolyn  Chaliff 

Monique  Raphel  High,  our  immediate 
past  president,  wrote  with  apologies  for 
missing  Reunion  and  being  out  of  touch. 

“I  was  care-giving  24/7  for  my  beloved 
husband,  criminal-defense  attorney  Ben 
Pesta,  who  died  on  July  3 after  a gallant 
struggle  with  metastatic  pancreatic  cancer. 
We  were  together  for  28  years."  Many  of  us 
remember  Ben  fondly  from  past  reunions 
and  visits  to  the  couple’s  Beverly  Hills  home. 

Lora  Sharnoff-Tamura  writes  that  she 
and  her  husband,  who  has  recovered  from 
a heart  attack,  are  leaving  their  home  of  28 
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years  for  a new,  nearby  home.  The  old  home 
survived  earthquakes,  but  fell  to  a highway 
project  that  is  part  of  Tokyo’s  renovations 
for  the  2020  Olympics. 

Stella  Ling,  still  working  in  radiation- 
oncology  research  with  no  thoughts  of 
retiring,  did  plan  one  big  trip  for  early 
this  fall— first  to  her  daughter’s  California 
wedding  and  then  to  her  reception  in 
Chennai,  India. 

Phyllis  Richmond  is  traveling  too, 
on  her  biennial  trips  to  Taiwan  to  study  tai 
chi.  After  22  years  in  Texas,  she  and  her 
husband  recently  moved  to  Evanston,  III., 
where  she  continues  to  teach  the  Alexander 
Technique  for  swimming  and  the  Old  Yang 
style  of  tai  chi. 

Michal  Kerestes  has  retired  from 
jobs  as  a CPA  and  attorney,  and  has 
taken  up  music  as  an  avocation.  She 
spent  two  years  in  undergraduate  and 
graduate  music  studies  at  UCLA  and 
two  weeks  as  a singer  with  the  Berkshire 
Chorale  Festival.  She  has  also  studied 
harp,  revisited  high  school  organ  and  piano 
studies,  and  attended  a Rice  University 
symposium  on  the  French  organ. 

Carolee  Brady  writes  that  she  has 
been  practicing  psychotherapy  in  San 
Francisco  for  14  years. 

After  44  years  of  marriage,  Francine 
Johanson  Butler  is  both  a proud  Iowa 
grandmother  of  two  and  a busy  professional. 
She  is  teaching  a full  fall  semester. 

Evelyn  Dixon  Irving  continues  to  work 
as  an  employee-assistance  professional, 
counseling  troubled  employees  of  major 
corporations  in  St.  Louis.  A certified 
practicum  instructor  for  Washington 
University,  St.  Louis  University,  and  the 
University  of  Missouri,  Evelyn  Is  president 
and  CEC  of  EAI:  Individual  Counselor 
Consultants,  the  private  practice  she  started 
in  1989. 

Louise  Restituto  Begley  wrote  that 
since  her  husband,  Dick,  retired,  they  have 
relocated  to  Plymouth,  Mass.,  and  all  is  well. 

Judith  Jackson  notes  that  she 
celebrated  her  47th  wedding  anniversary, 
and  that  her  grandson  is  now  a Babson 
College  student. 

Victoria  Morgan  has  moved  to 
California  from  Hawaii  and  is  now 
semiretired. 

Linda  Krakower  Greene,  our 

new  class  president,  reminds  everyone 
to  contribute  to  the  online  version 
of  our  yearbook.  “Carolyn  Chaliff, 

Ellen  Shulman  Lapson,  Doralynn 


Schlossman  Pines,  and  Susan 
Spelman,  who  worked  so  tirelessly  to 
complete  the  project,  urge  us  to  visit  alum. 
barnard.edu  and  click  on  the  1969  class 
page  to  access  our  yearbook,”  she  says. 

She  adds,  “We  hope  to  involve  as  many 
members  of  the  class  as  possible  in  our 
mini-reunions,  online  communications,  and 
lead-up  to  our  50th  reunion.  Please  let  us 
know  if  you  would  like  to  volunteer,  and 
most  of  all,  let  us  hear  from  you.” 

Laura  Stewart 

810  West  Howry  Avenue 

Deland,  FL  32720-5281 

386.943.6373 

Istewart40@cfl.rr.com 

1970 

45th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Participation  28%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $63,467  • Total  All  Giving  $116,439 

After  being  a foreign-service  officer  with 
the  U.S.  State  Department  for  most  of  her 
life,  Cynthia  Goldstein  Stockbridge  Is 

loving  putting  down  permanent  roots  in 
Canberra,  Australia.  In  her  retirement,  she 
has  spotted  the  great  white  (albino)  whale, 
Migaloo,  off  the  New  South  Wales  central 
coast.  She  runs  a knitting  circle  for  the 
Women’s  International  Club  in  Canberra 
and  has  become  totally  addicted  to  golf. 

She  would  love  to  get  in  touch  with  other 
Barnard  alumnae  in  Australia. 

In  her  retirement,  Rebecca  Cook 
continues  with  her  scholarship.  Her 
recently  coedited  book.  Abortion  Law 
in  Transnational  Perspective:  Cases  and 
Controversies  (University  of  Pennsylvania 
Press,  2014),  is  forthcoming  in  Spanish. 

She  continues  teaching  at  the  University 
of  Toronto  and  looks  forward  to  teaching 
at  the  Centre  for  Human  Rights  at  the 
University  of  Pretoria  in  South  Africa  next 
spring.  In  the  summer,  she  and  her  husband 
enjoy  hiking  in  the  Berkshires  and  attending 
the  Stratford  Festival  in  Stratford,  Ontario. 

Jesse  Cooper  (CC  ’08),  the  son  of 
Tamar  Frank  and  her  husband,  Alan 
Cooper  (CC  ’71),  was  married  on  July  12 
to  Teresa  Lee  at  the  Yale  Club  in  New 
York,  in  a ceremony  led  by  his  sister,  Talya 
Cooper  ’05.  Among  the  guests  were  many 
Barnard  and  Columbia  alumni  from  the 
Classes  of  ’71  to  ’09.  Since  retirement  a 
year  ago,  Tamar  has  been  learning  Spanish 


at  the  Institute  Cervantes  and  enjoying  it 
immensely.  She  hopes  to  travel,  with  her 
next  trip  planned  for  Hong  Kong. 

Cheryl  Garnant  is  a licensed  and 
board-certified  craniosacral  and  medical 
massage  therapist.  She  has  a practice  in 
North  Myrtle  Beach,  S.C.  She  would  love  to 
work  with  any  classmate  who  travels  to  her 
area.  While  she  loves  the  greenness  and 
the  quiet  nights  down  south,  she  misses  the 
museums,  the  early-music  concerts,  and 
all  the  wonderful  restaurants  In  Manhattan 
where  she  grew  up. 

Gail  Smith’s  husband  of  40  years 
is  now  in  a nursing  home  permanently, 
the  effects  of  early-onset  dementia.  Gail 
visits  him  regularly.  After  cataract  surgery, 
she  can  now  see  unaided  by  glasses  or 
contacts  for  the  first  time  in  55  years. 

She  expects  to  stay  in  her  house  unless 
and  until  she  needs  to  sell  it  to  finance 
her  husband’s  nursing-home  expenses. 
Otherwise,  she  continues  to  enjoy  volunteer 
work  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston 
in  the  textile  and  fashion  arts  department, 
as  well  as  daily  swimming.  She  has  been 
able  to  return  to  her  saxophone  and  the 
wonderful  band  she  joined  three  years  ago. 
Life  is  still  a great  adventure  for  her. 

Nominated  by  students  from  Villanova 
University,  where  she  is  an  associate 
professor  of  nursing,  Carol-Grace  Toussie 
Weingarten  received  the  2014  National 
Faculty  Award  from  the  Foundation  of  the 
Delta  Gamma  Sorority.  Her  videotaped 
acceptance  was  played  at  the  group’s 
national  convention  in  Phoenix.  At  that  time 
she  and  her  husband,  Michael  Weingarten, 
a vascular  surgeon,  were  at  Landstuhl 
Regional  Medical  Center  in  Germany, 
for  the  sixth  time  in  six  years,  as  civilian 
volunteers. 

Carol-Grace  Toussie  Weingarten 
carol.  weingarten@villanova.  edu 

Soching  Tsai 

Soching2006@gmail.com 

1971 

Total  Participation  30%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $75,646  ■ Total  All  Giving  $151,101 

Darlene  Dartt  was  recently  promoted 
to  full  professor  in  the  department  of 
ophthalmology  at  Harvard  Medical 
School.  A world  expert  on  tears  and  their 
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secretion,  she  has  made  important  scientific 
discoveries,  mentored  many  outstanding 
women  in  science,  and  trained  multiple 
wonderful  Barnard  undergrade  as  interns  in 
her  lab. 

Barbara  Ballinger’s  latest  book  was 
published  this  past  spring,  coauthored 
with  Margaret  Crane  and  Jennifer 
Gilmer;  The  Kitchen  Bible:  Designing  the 
Perfect  Culinary  Space.  Barbara  became  a 
grandmother  in  January  with  the  birth  of  her 
daughter  Lucy's  first  child,  Jasper  Simon. 

The  wedding  of  Linda  Elovitz 
Marshall's  youngest  daughter  in  Jerusalem 
coincided  with  the  latest  outbreak  of 
fighting  there.  Linda  writes  eloquently  of 
the  experience  in  an  essay  in  the  August  9 
issue  of  The  Boston  Globe. 

This  summer,  Joyce  (Joy)  Pollack 
Montgomery  Rocklin,  having  long 
dreamed  of  moving  to  ski  country, 
recovered  sufficiently  from  a near-fatal  car 
accident  to  make  the  cross-country  road 
trip  from  New  Jersey  with  her  dog,  Hendrix, 
to  their  new  home  in  Park  City,  Utah. 

Seeking  a more  urban  lifestyle,  Linda 
Balagur  Zappulla  traded  in  her  house 
in  the  suburbs  for  a condo  on  the  plaza  In 
midtown  Kansas  City.  She  now  walks  most 
places,  which  works  well  with  her  new 
professional  life— consulting,  volunteering, 
and  teaching  marketing  at  the  University  of 
Kansas. 

Ruth  Bedford  McDaniel,  now 

retired  for  seven  years,  is  still  reading  and 
gardening,  sporting  two  new  “bionic"  knees, 
and  contemplating  a possible  move  back 
home  to  Oklahoma  City  after  nearly  four 
decades  in  Northern  California. 

Deborah  Epstein  Nord  and  Deborah 
Marinsky,  who  met  freshman  year  on 
7 Reid,  traveled  together  for  two  weeks 
in  Scotland  this  summer,  along  with 
husbands  Philip  Nord  (CC  ’71)  and  Frank 
DiGiacomo.  They  celebrated  Deborah  N’s 
65th  birthday— and  nearly  47  years  of 
friendship— in  Edinburgh. 

Marjorie  Greene’s  daughter,  Jennifer, 
had  a son  in  June— Marge’s  first  grandchild, 
Eli  Gavin.  Jennifer  and  her  husband,  David, 
are  moving  back  to  Michigan  to  be  close  by. 

Mary  Lane  recently  organized, 
moderated,  and  spoke  on  the  panel 
“Distressed  Healthcare  Post-Obamacare,” 
and  moderated  another  panel,  “Wage  and 
Hour  Class  Actions  in  the  Healthcare 
Industry.” 

Mary  Kane  Goldstein  writes:  “Yonkel 
and  I packed  up  and  sold  our  home  of  20 


years  in  Palo  Alto.  Downsizing  and  moving 
up  the  peninsula  toward  San  Francisco. 
Keira  is  still  in  D.C.,  still  with  the  State 
Department.  Gavi  (Gabriella  Goldstein  ’07) 
is  now  officially  bicoastal,  pursuing  acting 
and  sharing  a tiny  apartment  in  Astoria. 
Work  is  good.” 

Sandra  Horowitz  Willner  will 
welcome  Barnard  alumnae  visits  to  her 
Dana  Point,  Calif.,  winter  home  from 
December  through  April. 

Rona  Levine  Shamoon’s  youngest 
son,  Michael,  graduated  from  Albert 
Einstein  College  of  Medicine,  married 
Kate  Simses  on  May  4,  and  is  a first-year 
resident  at  NYU/Bellevue. 

Thanks  for  all  your  news— if  only  we  had 
more  room! 

Catherine  Bilzor  Cretu 

301.855.7291 

ccretu@conncast.net 

1972 

Total  Participation  37%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $89,400  ■ Total  All  Giving  $233,427 

Francine  Berman  has  this  news:  “In  April 
I headed  from  my  home  in  New  Hampshire 
to  New  York  to  meet  up  with  Saralee 
Newman  Kassel,  my  freshman  roommate 
in  7 Reid.  Saralee  moved  to  Israel  after 
freshman  year,  married  Iri  Kassel,  had  a 
family,  and  also  had  careers  as  a teacher, 
school  administrator,  and  nurse.  We 
reconnected  about  eight  years  ago  when  I 
visited  Israel  for  the  first  time,  and  it  was  as 
if  time  had  stopped.  We  enjoy  seeing  each 
other  about  once  a year  whenever  she  and 
her  husband  visit  New  York.  Joining  us  for 
our  mini-reunion  were  classmates  Andrea 
Silkowitz  and  Susanne  Hand.  To  top  off 
our  reunion,  we  (along  with  Barbara  Shear 
’71)  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Audra 
McDonald  in  her  Tony-winning  role  as  Billie 
Holiday  in  Lady  Day!' 

Suzanne  Levinson  Samelson  sent 
us  this  news:  “Howie  and  I have  moved  to 
Wyoming.  Howie  has  taken  a new  job  in 
the  town  of  Shoshoni  (population  300). 

We  have  a new  home  in  Thermopolis,  a big 
town  with  a population  of  3,009.  It  is  the 
location  of  the  world’s  largest  mineral  hot 
springs."  They  plan  to  return  to  their  home 
on  the  Upper  West  Side  in  five  or  six  years. 

Gloria  Karsten  writes:  “My  twins, 

Sarah  and  Andrew,  are  now  entering  their 


third  year  at  the  University  of  Chicago  and 
Tulane  University,  respectively.  My  husband. 
Bill  Robinson,  a graduate  of  the  Columbia 
Business  School,  and  I have  enjoyed  visiting 
them  on  campus,  and  we  celebrated  Mardi 
Gras  this  year  in  New  Orleans- a wild  and 
crazy  time  and  an  amazing  experience,  but 
more  family-oriented  than  you  would  think.” 

Marjorie  Stone  writes:  “I’ve  just  taken 
a job  at  Duke  Medical  Center,  working  in 
the  principal-gifts  area  of  development. 
Since  I’m  currently  living  in  Winston-Salem 
and  Duke  Is  in  Durham,  I'll  be  doing  some 
running  back  and  forth  a couple  of  nights  a 
week  for  the  time  being.  The  Barnard  Club 
of  the  Triangle  (Raleigh/Durham/Chapel 
Hill)  has  made  me  feel  very  welcome  as  its 
country  cousin,  but  I’m  looking  forward  to 
joining  them  in  the  glitter  of  the  big  city.” 

Judi  Rosenbaum  McDermott-Eggert 
and  her  husband,  David,  celebrated  their 
16th  wedding  anniversary  on  Valentine’s 
Day.  David  is  a computer  science  professor 
at  the  University  of  New  Haven  and  Judi 
plays  with  the  New  Haven  Symphony 
Orchestra  and  freelances  elsewhere, 
has  a violin  and  viola  studio,  serves  on 
the  orchestra  committee,  and  is  the 
symphony's  delegate  to  the  national  players’ 
association.  They  have  two  children:  Kate, 
who  works  as  a research  and  clinical 
assistant  at  McLean  Hospital  in  Belmont, 
Mass.,  and  Tim,  who  does  computer  science 
research  and  writes  video  games  for 
production.  Tim  and  his  wife  have  a child, 
Richard,  15  months  old,  who  is  “the  apple  of 
our  collective  eye(s)!" 

Rebecca  Newberger  Goldstein  has 
a new  book,  Plato  at  the  Googleplex:  Why 
Philosophy  Won 't  Go  A way. 

Katie  Cangelosi 
Katiecan3@aol.com 

1973 

Total  Participation  28%  ■ Total  Annual 
Fund  Giving  $105,887  • Total  All  Giving 

$249,737 

Stephanie  Eller  has  been  assisting  D.C.- 
based  biographer  Kitty  Kelley  since  2001, 
from  helping  with  basic  research  to  doing 
photo  editing  on  her  books,  which  include 
The  Real  Story  on  the  Bush  Dynasty,  Oprah, 
Capturing  Camelot:  Stanley  Tretick's  Iconic 
Images  of  the  Kennedys,  and  Let  Freedom 
Ring:  Stanley  Tretick's  Iconic  Images  of 
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the  March  on  Washington.  She’s  currently 
helping  the  author  on  a book  about 
Washington’s  Georgetown  neighborhood. 

Judith  Beerman  O’Hanlon  received 
an  intellectual-development  grant  from  the 
Brentwood  School  in  Los  Angeles,  where 
she’s  taught  English  and  French  to  grades 
9-12  for  38  years.  She  used  it  to  visit 
Prague,  where  one  of  her  favorite  writers, 
Franz  Kafka,  lived.  Barnard’s  alumnae  office 
helped  Judy  find  her  freshman  history 
professor,  Ann  Fagan,  who  had  been  a big 
influence  on  Judy’s  writing. 

Betsy  Groban  has  lived  in  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  for  over  35  years.  She’s  the  publisher 
of  books  for  young  readers  at  Houghton 
Mifflin  Harcourt  in  Boston.  She’s  developed 
a strong  interest  in  Cuba,  visiting  there 
twice.  Her  older  daughter,  Phoebe,  a lawyer, 
is  clerking  for  a federal  judge  in  Phoenix. 
Her  younger  daughter,  Hilary,  is  in  the 
second  year  of  an  MBA  program  at  the 
MIT  Sloan  School  of  Management.  She 
sees  classmate  Janet  Axelrod  as  often  as 
she  can. 

Katherine  Randall  lives  on  the 
Upper  West  Side  and  works  half  time 
as  writing-center  coordinator  at  Bard 
High  School  Early  College  on  the  Lower 
East  Side.  The  students,  “committed  to 
tackling  the  classics  and  earning  two 
years  of  college  credit,  are  admirable  and 
delightfully  curious,"  she  writes.  Katherine 
and  her  husband,  Steve  Pred,  founder  of 
the  chemical  company  Pred  Industries 
International,  have  two  grown  children— 
Ben,  an  assistant  district  attorney,  and  Alice, 
a third-year  medical  student.  In  January, 
Katherine  became  a grandmother  when 
Ben  and  his  wife  had  a baby  boy.  Steve  is 
taking  guitar  lessons  from  Alex  Kerckhoff, 
musician  son  of  Katherine’s  freshman 
roommate  and  longtime  friend,  Barbara 
Thomsen  Kerckhoff.  Barbara’s  older  son 
is  a physicist. 

Susan  Bee  Laufer  won  a Guggenheim 
Fellowship  in  fine  arts  in  2014.  She  also 
teaches  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
Pratt  Institute,  and  the  School  of  Visual 
Arts,  where  she  teaches  courses  in  art 
criticism,  writing  about  art,  artists’  writings, 
and  artists’  books.  She  continues  to  paint, 
and  had  recent  solo  shows  at  the  American 
Institutes  for  Research  and  Accola  Griefen 
Gallery  in  New  York. 

Paula  Kaiser  Jacobs  became  a 
grandmother  in  January  when  her  son, 
Jeremy,  and  his  wife,  Caitlyn,  celebrated  the 
arrival  of  Connor  Joseph.  Paula  has  been  a 


consultant  on  strategic  planning  and  board 
development  for  a variety  of  D.C.  nonprofits. 
She’s  also  a guide  at  the  United  States 
Holocaust  Memorial  Museum,  leading  law 
enforcement  and  government  groups.  The 
program  has  taught  over  80,000  law- 
enforcement  officers  about  how  neutral 
police  officers  during  World  War  II  turned 
into  collaborators  and  perpetrators. 

Susan  Bart  has  worked  as  an  intake 
coordinator  at  Tulsa  Meals  on  Wheels  for  14 
years.  She  has  a retired  husband,  Jim,  and  a 
3-year-old  granddaughter,  Aidy.  She’s  lived 
in  “landlocked  Oklahoma”  for  19  years  and 
likes  her  “smallish"  city.  —JH 

Jessica  Raimi 
jraimi@earthlink.net 

Judi  Hasson 
judihasson@gmail.  com 

1974 

Total  Participation  34%  • Total  Annual 
Fund  Giving  $139,643  • Total  All  Giving 

$330,543 

Class  Officers  201 4-2019:  Copresidents, 
Linda  Bernstein,  Sarrae  Crane;  Vice  President, 
Peggy  Kutzen  Wunderlich;  Correspondents, 
Beverly  Peizner  Kalban,  Karen  Hansen 
Melnick;  Fund  Chair,  Randi  Jaffe 

Randi  Jaffe,  our  new  fund-raising  chair, 
writes:  “A  huge  thanks  to  everyone  who 
made  our  40th  reunion  the  best  yet— 
especially  to  the  more  than  80  class 
members  who  came  together.  We  can  be 
proud  of  our  generosity;  we  broke  our 
own  record  and  Barnard’s  40th-reunion 
giving  record,  with  166  alumnae  giving  a 
grand  total  of  more  than  $330,000  during 
the  year.  Personally,  I had  the  astonishing 
experience  of  telling  my  Barnard  stories, 
with  super  coaching  from  the  Moth." 

Susan  Slovin  received  her  PhD  in 
immunology  from  Columbia  University. 

After  having  had  her  own  laboratory  in 
cancer  research  at  Jefferson  Medical 
College  in  Philadelphia,  she  went  to 
medical  school  and  became  a medical 
oncologist,  completing  a fellowship  at 
Memorial  Sloan  Kettering  Cancer  Center. 
She  was  appointed  to  the  faculty  in  the 
genitourinary  oncology  division,  where 
she  is  an  attending  physician  at  Memorial 
Hospital  and  professor  of  medicine  at  Weill- 


Cornell  Medical  College.  She  is  one  of  an 
elite  sisterhood  of  nationally  known  women 
physicians  who  specialize  in  prostate 
cancer  treatment.  Kristine  Lacuna  ’10 
works  with  her  as  a research  assistant. 

Cynthia  Siwulec  lives  in  Rumson,  NJ. 
She  is  a self-employed  attorney  in  New 
York  City  specializing  in  immigration.  Her 
daughter,  Alexandra,  a senior  at  Rumson 
Fair  Haven  Regional  High  School,  received 
the  Barnard  Award  from  the  Barnard  Club 
of  Central  New  Jersey. 

Amy  Friedman  has  had  a syndicated 
column  with  Universal  Press  Syndicate  for 
22  years.  She  has  published  many  books 
and  has  received  numerous  writing  awards, 
most  recently  the  International  Association 
of  Culinary  Professionals  Best  Literary 
Food  Writing  Award  for  coauthoring  Anne 
Willan’s  One  Souffle  at  a Time.  She  works 
closely  with  Lisa  Cohen  Ekus  ’79,  who  is 
representing  the  book  she  is  now  writing 
about  Frieda  Kaplan,  “the  kiwi  queen.” 

Felice  Lesser  is  working  on  a new 
production  of  her  multimedia  “living 
cartoon,"  Funding  the  Arts,  for  her  dance 
company’s  40th-anniversary  season  in 
2015-16.  (She  had  artistic  residencies 
in  2014  at  LaGuardia  Performing  Arts 
Center  and  Jamaica  Center  for  the  Arts 
to  develop  this  work.)  Felice  also  teaches 
dance  appreciation  at  the  University  of 
Connecticut,  Stamford.  Her  play.  Dead 
Reckoning  (or  Running  Out  of  Time),  was 
premiered  by  New  Perspectives  Theatre 
in  New  York  in  2013.  Felice  would  love  to 
have  volunteers  to  work  with  her  dance 
company.  You  can  reach  her  through  your 
class  correspondents  or  through  Barnard’s 
alumnae  affairs  office. 

Elaine  Shea  is  living  in  Manhattan  and 
has  practiced  corporate  and  international 
law  for  30  years.  Her  career  encompassed 
all  the  complexities  of  commercial  law. 

In  addition  to  her  law  practice  she  is  a 
licensed  real  estate  broker  specializing  in 
commercial  leasing. 

Linda  Kartoz-Doochin  of  Nashville 
decided  to  pursue  her  passion  for  singing 
and  songwriting  after  raising  a family  and 
building  a career.  Linda  released  a CD  of 
songs  for  children.  Miracles  of  Hanukah. 
Linda  writes  that  at  Reunion,  she  enjoyed 
the  opportunity  “to  discover  others  who  are 
also  pursuing  new  opportunities.” 

Beverly  Peizner  Kalban 

718.483.1440 

Diva.bev@hotmail.com 
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Karen  Hansen  Melnick 

718.483.1440 

Kh.  writetowork@gmail.  com 

1975 

40th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Participation  23%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $43,974  • Total  All  Giving  $170,709 

Hannah  Strauss  Magram 
hsm32 1 @gmail.com 

1976 

Total  Participation  24%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $52,586  ■ Total  All  Giving  $255,395 

Linda  Pardo  Amnawah  reports:  “I 
finally  retired  after  teaching  in  the  New 
York  City  public  school  system  for  37 
years.  My  husband  and  I celebrated  our 
38th  anniversary  August  15.  Since  he  is 
also  retired,  we  are  spending  lots  of  time 
together  thinking  of  new  things  to  do.” 

Deborah  Sorcher  Berman  writes,  “For 
the  last  10  years  I have  been  commuting 
from  my  home  in  Chevy  Chase,  Md.,  to  Yale, 
where  I am  the  director  of  development  and 
alumni  affairs  for  the  Yale  School  of  Drama 
and  Yale  Repertory  Theatre,  and  a lecturer 
in  theatre  management.  My  grown  children 
both  live  on  West  End  Avenue,  so  I do  get 
my  Upper  West  Side  fixl  Never  enough." 

Dolores  Capece-Brown  writes: 

“I’m  a deputy  assistant  secretary  for  the 
State  Department,  where  I handle  conflict 
stabilization;  my  current  beat  is  Nigeria.  My 
family  and  I have  lived  in  Belgium,  Egypt, 
Estonia,  and  South  Africa,  and  we  couldn’t 
have  asked  for  a more  exciting  ride.  First 
son  Richard  (CC  ’10)  is  in  Guatemala 
working  for  an  environmental  NGO.  Second 
son  Will  is  at  the  University  of  Virginia. 

My  late  husband,  Graham  Brown,  worked 
for  Agence  France  Presse  as  a foreign 
correspondent.” 

Maria  (Mia)  Katigbak  writes,  “I  am 
proud  to  announce  that  I received  an  Obie 
in  May  for  my  performance  as  Bessie 
Berger  in  the  production  of  Clifford 
Odets's  Awake  and  Sing!  by  the  company 
I founded,  the  National  Asian  American 
Theatre  Company. 

Beryl  Kaplan  Knudsen  writes:  “This 
is  my  first  update  ever,  but  a lot  happened 
this  year.  I turned  60,  celebrated  my  35th 


Justice  and 
Journalism 

Nicole  Gordon  74 

A passion  for  activism  combined  with 
a deep  intellectual  curiosity  led  Nicole 
Gordon  to  her  latest  role:  executive 
director  of  the  Marshall  Project,  a new 
nonprofit,  bipartisan  news  organization 
designed  to  shed  light  on  flaws  in  the 
country’s  criminal-justice  system.  Named  after  Supreme  Court  justice  Thurgood 
Marshall,  the  organization  was  founded  by  reporter-turned-hedge-fund-founder 
Neil  Barsky.  When  news  broke  last  spring  that  Barsky  had  tapped  former  New  York 
Times  editor-in-chief  Bill  Keller  to  run  editorial  operations,  Gordon  immediately 
asked  a mutual  acquaintance  of  her  and  Keller’s  to  set  up  a meeting. 

“Criminal  justice  is  an  endlessly  fascinating  and  sobering  subject,  and  a 
not-for-profit  news  entity  focusing  on  it  was  something  I wanted  to  join,’’  says 
Gordon,  who  has  spent  much  of  her  career  working  for  public-sector  reform. 
Gordon  was  the  founding  executive  director  of  New  York  City’s  Campaign 
Finance  Board,  where  she  served  for  18  years.  She  went  on  to  be  vice  president  of 
a now-shuttered  foundation  that  gave  grants  to  criminal-justice  reform  programs, 
and  chaired  the  New  York  State  Task  Force  on  Public  Safety  Accountability. 

By  allocating  resources  to  long-form  investigative  reporting  and  partnering 
with  various  news  outlets  (the  organization  collaborated  with  The  Washington 
Post,  publishing  its  first  joint  story  in  August),  the  Marshall  Project  is  filling  a gap 
that  may  no  longer  be  the  focus  of  the  traditional,  for-profit  newsroom,  suggests 
Gordon.  While  the  project  is  funded  entirely  by  individual  and  foundation 
support,  she  says,  “We  are  a newsroom.  We’re  not  advocates,  we’re  not  partisan, 
we  have  a board  of  advisors  across  the  political  spectrum.” 

Gordon  continues,  “Our  founder  explains  our  philosophy  well:  If  you  look 
at  history  you  see  that  coverage  of  the  Civil  Rights  Movement  and  the  Vietnam 
War  weren’t  advocating.  Exposing  the  public  to  the  facts  has  a huge  impact,  and 
that’s  the  model  we’re  working  with,”  she  explains.  “Our  goal  is  to  get  the  widest 
audience  possible  in  a responsible,  nonpartisan  way.”  — Anna  Davies  ’05 


wedding  anniversary,  my  youngest  child 
is  off  to  college,  I received  my  master 
of  divinity  degree  from  Saint  Vladimir’s 
Orthodox  Theological  Seminary,  and  was 
hired  as  staff  chaplain  at  Danbury  Flospital 
in  Connecticut.  It  was  great  being  in  an 
academic  environment  after  30  years.  I 
love  my  work  and  am  happy  to  be  starting  a 
career  at  60.” 

Sheila  McGee-Smith  writes,  “Heading 
toward  my  60th  birthday,  I’m  working  in 
telecom.  I'm  in  the  middle  of  a ‘60  travel 
blitz.’  First,  I visited  Amsterdam,  London,  and 
Paris  with  my  10-year-oid  niece  (whose 
mother  is  Lori  Anderson  McGee  ’99). 
Currently  in  Hawaii  with  my  husband  and 
nephew.  Heading  from  here  to  Tokyo  to  visit 
my  brother.  Life  is  good.” 

Naomi  Rosenblum  Remes  writes, 

“As  our  class  fund  chair,  I want  to  say  to  all 


of  you  who  gave  in  fiscal  year  2014,  many, 
many  thanks.” 

Resa  Schleifer  Fogel  writes,  “I  am 
thrilled  to  report  that  my  youngest  daughter, 
Yaffa  (Jacqueline),  entered  Barnard  as  a 
first-year  student  in  September.  Yonina 
is  a graduate  of  Yeshiva  University  and  is 
employed  by  J.R  Morgan  as  an  analyst.  My 
eldest,  Rivka,  a graduate  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  is  engaged,  and  is  employed 
at  international  advertising  company 
WPP  in  marketing.  I continue  to  practice 
psychology  in  Montclair  and  Teaneck.  My 
husband,  Joseph  (Yossi)  Fogel,  is  a dentist 
in  Manhattan  and  Teaneck.” 

Ellen  Fishman  Borrow 
elleborrow@yahoo.com 
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Total  Participation  22%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $45,615  • Total  All  Giving  $259,365 

Deborah  Aschheim  has  exciting  family 
news.  She  visited  Israel  in  July  to  celebrate 
the  arrival  of  her  third  grandchild,  Oriel 
Meir.  She  also  reports,  “Last  August,  my 
granddaughter  was  born  on  my  birthday, 
which  was  a terrific  present!”  Deborah 
continues  to  live  on  the  Upper  West  Side 
and  serves  as  the  executive  director  of 
Neighborhood  Risk  Management  Corp. 
(NRMC),  a nonprofit  providing  risk- 
management  and  loss-mitigation  services 
to  organizations  that  provide  affordable 
housing.  “It  is  wonderful  to  help  affordable- 
housing  providers.  NRMC  is  a one-person 
operation,  and  I am  aided  by  fabulously 
impressive  interns  from  Barnard." 

Marian  (Sunny)  Valchar  O’Neil  has 
recently  retired  as  a New  York  City  public 
school  teacher.  She  lives  in  New  York  with 
her  husband  and  fourth  child.  “Looking 
forward  to  doing  some  cycling— just  joined 
Citi  Bike.”  Her  son  moved  to  Santiago,  Chile, 
last  March  for  his  job,  and  one  daughter 
works  at  an  international  nonprofit  and  is 
frequently  out  of  the  country. 

After  32  years  as  a public  servant, 
Beverly  Godwin,  director  of  the  General 
Services  Administration’s  Federal 
Citizen  Information  Center,  retired  on 
May  2.  According  to  a piece  in  Nextgov. 
com,  “Godwin  built  a stellar  reputation 
in  government  as  a technology  expert 
and  champion  of  innovation  throughout 
her  career,  helping  create  two  of  the 
government's  most  important  public-facing 
efforts  to  date:  Chailenge.gov  and  USA.gov, 
both  of  which  won  prestigious  Innovation  in 
Government  awards. . . Godwin  also  spent 
eight  years  at  the  White  House  as  deputy 
director  of  the  National  Partnership  for 
Reinventing  Government."  She  tells  Nextgov, 
“I'm  looking  forward  to  this  being  the  best 
phase  of  my  life." 

Ellyn  Spragins  writes;  “I  got  a hip 
replacement  in  May  and  we  moved  from 
Pennington,  N.J.,  to  Malvern,  Penn.,  in  July. 
I’m  segueing  from  being  an  author  and 
speaker  to  some  sort  of  as-of-yet  undefined 
role  in  interior  design  or  art." 

Congratulations  to  Lorinda  Begam 
Camparo,  who  celebrated  her  35th 
wedding  anniversary  with  her  husband, 
James  Camparo  (CC  ’77),  in  Rome  this 
summer.  They  also  visited  their  daughter 


Stayce  Camparo,  a ballet  dancer  in  Germany. 

Andrea  Shepard  was  featured  in  an 
article  in  The  New  York  Times:  “For  more 
than  20  years,  news  organizations  in  New 
York  City  have  relied  on  the  chalk-smudged 
hands  of  Shirley  Shepard  and  her  daughter, 
Andrea,  to  draw  high-profile  courtroom 
scenes  where  cameras  are  forbidden.  The 
Shepards  have  become  courtroom  fixtures, 
capturing  the  likenesses  of  such  prominent 
defendants  as  Mike  Tyson.  But  there  is 
one  thing  that  the  mother-daughter  artist 
team  is  at  least  as  passionate  about— the 
American  flag  and  how  it  is  displayed  in 
courtrooms.  The  flag  is  always  a dominant 
element  in  their  sketches,  reflecting  both 
the  Shepards’  respect  for  courtroom  rules 
and  their  patriotism.” 

Faith  Paulsen 
Faith  JP@a  ol.com 
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Total  Participation  22%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $45,538  ■ Total  All  Giving  $110,017 

If  there  has  been  radio  silence,  it’s  because 
the  first  seven  months  of  2014  have  been 
spent  in  real  estate  hell:  selling,  buying, 
moving,  renovating.  Perhaps  one  of  these 
days  I’ll  unpack.  After  being  born  and  raised 
in  New  York  City,  I am  now  a Jersey  girl,  a 
situation  my  risk-averse  family  thinks  is  on 
par  with  Amelia  Earhart  climbing  into  a plane. 

Meanwhile,  Lori  Gold  brings  news 
of  two  class  members.  Four  children  and 
four  grandchildren  later,  Deborah  Alter- 
Goldenberg  returned  to  Barnard  (her 
daughter  Melissa  is  at  Columbia  Law)  and 
visited  her  old  professor  Dennis  Dalton. 

His  warm  welcome  made  her  feel  that  he 
remembered  her,  even  out  of  the  thousands 
of  students  who  have  passed  through  his 
hands;  it  was  one  of  those  faith-inspiring 
moments.  Lori  reports  that  after  studying 
architecture  and  urban  studies  at  Barnard, 
Debbie  attended  NYU’s  business  school 
“through  her  employment  at  Coopers  and 
Lybrand.  These  days,  she  is  busy  with  the 
synagogue  and  other  organizations  in 
Beverly  Hills  and  LA." 

Lori  also  reports  on  Georgia  Ragland, 
who  has  been  assistant  city  manager 
of  Kirkwood,  Mo.,  for  the  past  15  years. 
Georgia  has  a thing  for  English  bulldogs: 
“She  has  helped  with  shows,  rescues, 
and  this  year  attended  the  Westminster 


Dog  Show  in  New  York  City."  A longtime 
Gilbert  and  Sullivan  fan,  she  mourns  the 
loss  of  Barnard’s  G&S  Society,  with  which 
she  was  involved.  On  a brighter  note,  she 
and  her  siblings  are  planning  their  dad’s 
90th  birthday. 

Jami  Bernard 
jami@jamibernard.com 

1979 

Total  Participation  27%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $69,527  ■ Total  All  Giving  $91,395 

Class  Officers  201 4-2019:  Copresidents, 
Nanette  Flennessey,  Nieca  Goldberg; 
Co-Vice  Presidents,  Amy  Cogan  Ramson, 
Katherine  Thompson;  Correspondents, 

Diana  Thompson,  Deborah  Newman 
Shapiro;  Fund  Chairs,  Lisa  Kalus  Flendler, 
Jodie  Rood  Garfinkel 

On  a reunion  follow-up  note,  we  want 
to  thank  Nannette  (Nina)  Hennessey 

for  singing  so  beautifully  at  the  Friday- 
night  class  dinner.  Victoria  Londin 
“loved  hanging  out  with  Class  of  '79  at 
our  reunion,  in  particular  with  Nina,  Terry 
Newman,  and  Joan  Storey.  Daughter 
Zoe  just  graduated  from  Barnard  and  now 
she,  my  daughter  Sophie  '11 , and  I are  all 
Barnard  alumnae.  Zoe  will  be  working  at  a 
jewelry  company.” 

Melissa  Knox-Raab  wrote  in  that  she 
“wish[ed]  I’d  made  it  to  Reunion,  but  I live 
in  Germany.  Our  family  visited  New  York  in 
late  July  and  early  August,  then  traveled 
to  Peru  for  a conference,  seeing  Macchu 
Picchu  as  well  as  trekking  through  the 
jungle.”  She  also  asked  that  we  check  out 
her  blog.  The  Critical  Mom. 

Larissa  Shmailo  is  the  new  poetry 
editor  for  MadHat.  She  is  also  editor-in- 
chief  of  the  forthcoming  bilingual  anthology 
Twenty-First-Century  Russian  Poetry,  due 
out  from  MadHat  Press  in  spring  2016. 

For  a different  kind  of  writing,  Amy 
Cogan  Ramson  writes  that  she  “published 
two  peer-reviewed  articles  about  service 
learning,  the  first  in  a journal  and  the 
second  in  a book.” 

Holly  Williams  has  been  awarded  the 
Texas  Woman’s  University  Chancellor’s 
Alumni  Excellence  Award  and  is  looking 
forward  to  the  award  banquet  this  fall.  She 
received  her  MFA  in  dance  from  TWU  in 
1994.  She  also  will  continue  as  associate 
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dean  of  the  College  of  Fine  Arts,  where  she 
has  been  on  the  faculty  for  18  years, 

Candice  Agree  writes  that  “In  New 
York,  I’m  the  off-camera  and  promo 
announcer  for  CBS  News  shows  including 
Sunday  Morning  with  Charles  Osgood  and 
the  48  Hours  ‘On  Call  with  Dr.  Holly  Philips’ 
segment  In  Chicago  I’m  working  on-air 
at  WFMT,  Chicago’s  classical  music  and 
fine-arts  station.  I was  very  pleased  that  my 
program.  The  Spanish  Hour,  continues  to 
be  heard  on  a number  of  stations  around 
the  country.  My  husband,  journalist  and 
author  Stephen  Battaglio,  and  I are  enjoying 
discovering  Chicago  and  rediscovering 
New  York.” 

Finally,  Linda  Dukess  sends  us  special 
news.  “I  have  never  written  to  Class  Notes 
before  but  it  has  been  an  amazing  summer 
so  far.  Gay  marriage  became  legal  in 
Pennsylvania,  so  on  June  19  I married  my 
longtime  partner,  Jody  DiPerna.  Two  days 
later,  we  left  for  Soweto,  South  Africa, 
where  we  ran  an  arts-education  program 
that  we  started  in  one  of  the  informal 
settlements  there.  We  had  an  incredible 
two  weeks  working  with  some  extremely 
talented  African  photographers,  bringing 
cameras  to  teenagers  who  had  never 
used  them  before  and  watching  them 
discover  the  power  of  images  and  of  their 
own  visions.  Now,  it’s  back  to  my  full-time 
psychotherapy  practice  in  Pittsburgh,  After 
living  all  over  the  country  and  in  Central 
America,  my  daughter  now  works  and  lives 
in  Pittsburgh,  which  is  a treat  for  me,  and 
my  son  is  only  four  hours  away,  doing  the 
same  thing  in  Washington,  D.C.” 

* Deborah  Newman  Shapiro 
barnard1979@gmail.com 

Diana  Thompson 

I dianapoet@aol.com 

1980 

i 35th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

, Total  Participation  25%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $32,351  ■ Total  All  Giving  $178,572 

I have  been  shelving  my  books  and  feeling 
proud  of  myself  for  getting  them  off 
the  floor  so  I don’t  trip  over  them  while 
changing  my  (ahem)  granddaughter’s 
diapers,  but  here  are  classmates  writing 
actual  books— huzzahl 

From  Erika  Raskin-Littlewood:  “I’m 


excited  to  announce  that  my  novel.  Close, 
is  coming  out  in  October.  It  has  been  called 
'a  page-turner  of  significance’  by  New  York 
Times  best-selling  author  Alice  Randall. 

The  plot:  single  mom  Kik  is  doing  the  best 
she  can,  but  effort  doesn’t  seem  to  count 
for  much  in  the  parenting  department.  Her 
oldest  daughter  is  swimming  in  the  deep 
end  of  adolescence;  the  middle  child/good 
girl  is  fraying  along  the  edges;  and  the 
baby,  an  idiosyncratic  kindergartener,  has 
befriended  an  imaginary  playmate.  When 
help  is  offered  by  an  unexpected  source, 
they  take  it.  And  then  things  go  from  bad 
to  terrifying.  Harvard  Square  Editions  is 
bringing  out  the  book,  which  crosses  the 
literary  fiction,  young  adult,  and  suspense 
genres.  On  a personal  note.  I’m  married  to 
Keith  Littlewood  (SEAS  ’79).  We’ve  been 
together  since  my  sophomore  year  and 
have  three  (very)  adult  offspring.  Keith  and 
I live  in  the  mountains  of  Charlottesville,  Va., 
with  a fairly  peculiar  new  puppy." 

Lynn  Lurie’s  second  novel.  Quick 
Kills,  is  out  this  fall  from  Etruscan  Press. 
Brian  Evenson  describes  it  as  “full  of  quiet 
menace."  Her  first  novel.  Corner  of  the 
Dead,  won  the  Juniper  Prize  for  fiction  in 
2008  and  was  published  by  University  of 
Massachusetts  Press.  Her  short  stories 
have  appeared  in  Vol.  I Brooklyn.  She  lives 
in  New  York  City. 

And  from  Miriam  Stessel  Shenkar: 

“After  many  years  off  the  ‘mainland’ 

(living  in  Tel-Aviv,  Hong  Kong,  and  then 
for  a decade  in  Hawaii),  I am  currently  a 
professor  in  the  school  of  education  at 
Ohio  State  University,  specializing  in  the 
history  of  universities,  international  and 
comparative  education,  and  educational 
philosophy.  I recently  published  a book  on 
the  history  of  Israel  studies  and  coauthored 
a chapter  on  how  a performing-arts 
high  school  In  Germany  has  integrated 
Holocaust  studies  into  its  curriculum  by 
creating  a musical  production.  I would  love 
to  hear  from  anyone  who  remembers  me 
from  Barnard.  I have  three  (almost)  adult 
children  and  my  middle  son  is  doing  a joint 
program  with  Columbia,  so  I am  often  in  the 
college-nostalgia  frame  of  mind.” 

Sad  news  is  the  death  of  Heidi  Kucker 
on  October  29,  2013.  Her  New  York  Times 
obituary  refers  to  her  as  an  esteemed 
Christie’s  professional  and  accomplished 
art  dealer  and  connoisseur,  who  showed 
unfailing  grace,  humor,  and  concern  for 
others.  She  died  after  a courageous  battle 
with  cancer. 


Amber  Spence  Zeidler 

818.704.7457 

misatindol@aol.com 

1981 

Total  Participation  19%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $80,843  • Total  All  Giving  $697,996 

Our  amazing  classmate  Suzanne  Vega, 
recently  on  tour  in  Europe,  is  home 
promoting  her  newest  album.  Tales  From 
the  Queen  of  Pentacles.  It  could  be  a great 
reason  to  organize  a mini-reunion. 

Deborah  Ascher  Barnstone  moved 
to  Sydney,  Australia,  to  continue  her 
successful  career  as  a professor  of  design 
and  architecture  at  the  University  of 
Technology,  Sydney. 

Sosi  Vartanesyan  has  been  enjoying 
life  in  Paris,  where,  since  2010,  she  has 
been  a senior  sovereign  analyst  at  Amundi 
Asset  Management. 

Lynn  Haire  Andrews,  the  founder 
and  director  of  Charleston-based  Easton 
Events,  recently  opened  Pippin  Hill  Farms 
and  Vineyards  in  Virginia  with  her  husband. 
All  three  invite  visits  from  travelers. 

Karen  Tenney  has  written  A Mad 
Desire  for  God:  My  Astounding  Journey  With 
a Modern-Day  Spiritual  Master  about  her 
spiritual  transformation  and  confrontation 
with  death  and  illness.  We  wish  her  much 
success  and  health. 

I received  notes  from  many  proud 
mothers.  Mary  Morriss  Bradley  says 
her  daughter,  Anne,  is  headed  to  Case 
Western  Reserve  for  a master’s  in  biology, 
and  her  son,  Stephen,  is  finishing  a PhD  in 
pharmacy. 

Melissa  Hubsher-Freedman,  a 

clinical  psychologist  in  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
specializing  in  perinatal  mood  disorders 
in  women,  celebrates  her  son,  who  is 
off  to  college  at  Washington  University 
in  St.  Louis,  and  her  daughter,  who  just 
completed  Barnard’s  Summer  in  the  City 
Pre-College  Program,  directed  by  Ann 
Turobiner  Dachs. 

Cynthia  Allis  Goebel becker’s  oldest 
daughter,  Marielle,  is  a sophomore  at 
Columbia,  and  her  middle  daughter,  Carina, 
enters  Barnard  this  fall. 

A shout-out  from  me  to  Mary  Crowley, 
Joy  Joseph,  Carla  Massey,  Ann  Koshel 
van  Buren,  Wendy  White,  and  Bonnie 
YellinI  I hope  to  see  you  all  soon. 
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Nancy  Freeman-Carroll 
917.209.8437 

drnancyfreemancarrolt@gmail.com 


The  Provincetown 
Film  Society  has 
created  the 
Gabrielle  A.  Hanna 
Provincetown  Film 
Institute  in  honor  of 
Gabrielle  Hanna, 
who  recently 
stepped  down  after  10  years  as  executive 
director  of  the  Provincetown  Film  Festival. 
Hanna  is  credited  with  growing  the  festival 
into  an  internationally  recognized  event. 
After  stepping  down,  Hanna  served  as 
executive  producer  of  the  movie  Love  Is 
Strange,  starring  John  Lithgow,  and 
coproduced  a Broadway  revival  of  Side 
Show.  Prior  to  moving  to  Provincetown, 
Hanna  held  many  positions  in  New  York, 
including  serving  as  Barnard’s  associate 
director  of  alumnae  affairs  from  1987 


to  1993. 


1982 

Total  Participation  21%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $73,289  ■ Total  All  Giving  $503,580 

Janis  Hardiman-Roblnson  has  now 

relocated  from  Chicago  to  New  York  to 
work  as  a development  director  for  the 
minority-education  organization  UNCF. 
Janis  says  she  is  excited  about  the  move 
back  and  is  looking  forward  to  being 
reconnected  to  Barnard. 

This  summer  I heard  from  JIM 
Abramson  Wasser  and  her  husband, 
Stuart  Wasser  (CC  ’82),  who  shared 
fabulous  news  that  their  son,  Bradley, 
married  Sarah  Milligan  on  July  5,  and 
that  Brad  is  in  his  second  year  of  medical 
school  at  St.  George  University,  Grenada. 
Congratulations.  Jill  also  shared  that  she 
recently  lost  her  mother  after  a brief  illness. 
Please  accept  our  condolences,  Jill. 

Lois  GImpel-Shaukat  would  like 
to  send  all  her  classmates  good  wishes 
and  writes:  “I  live  in  Croton-on-Hudson, 

N.Y.,  with  my  husband.  Max,  and  our  two 
children,  Adam,  19,  and  Zohra,  14.  Adam 
is  a sophomore  at  Carleton  College  in 
Minnesota,  and  Zohra  is  a sophomore  in 
high  school.  I continue  as  lead  in-house 
counsel  for  immigration  at  McKinsey  & 
Company,  where  I have  been  for  17  years. 


No  particularly  exotic  hobbies  or  tales  to 
tell.  Life  is  good  and  way  too  busy." 

It  is  now  and  with  the  heaviest  of  hearts 
that  I write  about  our  departed  classmate 
and  fellow  pediatrician,  Susan  Kahn. 

Susan  was  a chemistry  major  at  Barnard, 
She  was  a much-loved  pediatrician  who 
had  an  established  practice  in  Bronxville, 
N.Y.  She  left  us  on  July  9 after  a one-year 
fight  with  her  illness.  She  is  survived  by 
her  husband.  Rich,  and  their  two  children, 
Ruth  and  Tyler  Ferree,  17  and  20.  Susan 
attended  our  30th  reunion  and  will  certainly 
be  missed  at  our  next. 

Kathy- Ann  Irish-Benjamin 
315.792.4053 

heavylittlemd@roadrunner.com 

1983 

Total  Participation  17%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $87,411  • Total  All  Giving  $244,011 

Greetings,  classmates.  The  summer  flew 
by  this  year  so  quickly.  Once  again,  I am 
delighted  to  hear  from  new  contributors. 
PhyMis  Aslanidis  shared  news  with  us 
for  the  first  time.  She  is  happily  married 
to  an  architect  and  has  one  daughter 
who  is  a high  school  senior  (and  planning 
on  applying  to  Barnard).  Phyllis  is  in  her 
second  career,  teaching  math  and  science 
to  the  sweetest  and  smartest  second  and 
third  graders  in  a private  school  called  Park 
East  Day  School  in  Manhattan.  She  enjoys 
working  with  her  wonderful  coworkers.  Over 
the  years,  Phyllis  has  met  some  fantastic 
women,  only  to  find  out  that  they  are 
Barnard  graduates.  What  a proud  feeling. 

Gabriela  Franco-Abarca  Cleveland 
has  been  working  at  Jones  Lang  LaSalle 
as  senior  corporate  counsel  now  for  three 
years  and  living  in  Chicago  for  the  past  25 
years.  Gabriela  reports  that  her  oldest  child, 
Charlotte-Luisa,  is  a junior  at  Washington 
University  in  St.  Louis  and  is  spending  the 
fall  semester  in  Granada,  Spain.  George, 
her  middle  child,  is  a freshman  at  Babson 
College,  and  the  youngest,  Peter,  is  a junior 
in  high  school  at  the  Hill  School.  Gabriela 
keeps  in  touch  with  Pamela  Cole  and 
Suzanne  Stein  and  sees  them  every 
couple  of  years  either  on  the  East  Coast  or 
when  they  visit  Chicago. 

Victoria  Coe  sold  a children's  novel 
titled  Fenway  & Flattie  to  GP  Putnam’s 
Sons/Penguin  Random  House,  to  be 


published  in  winter  2016.  Told  from  the 
perspective  of  Fenway,  Hattie's  dog,  the 
story  focuses  on  the  pair’s  adjustments  to 
the  changes  that  come  with  their  move  from 
the  city  to  the  suburbs.  This  is  Victoria’s 
first  book  sale  and  she  is  thrilled  about 
it.  Victoria  and  her  husband,  a business- 
intelligence  consultant,  recently  moved  to 
Arlington,  Mass.,  with  their  two  sons  and 
dog.  She  would  love  to  reconnect  with 
Barnard  classmates. 

Donatella  Lorch-Zutt  reports  that 
after  four  years  in  Kenya,  she  moved  to 
Kathmandu,  Nepal,  in  August  2013,  where 
her  husband  is  on  assignment  for  the  World 
Bank.  (He  commutes  between  Bangladesh 
and  Nepal.)  Her  children  are  now  22,  20, 

16,  and  9.  Lucas,  the  9-year-old,  is  the 
only  one  going  to  school  in  Kathmandu. 

The  family  spent  the  summer  stateside  in 
the  Catskills.  Donatella  continues  to  write, 
photograph,  and  freelance. 

Saralyn  Mark  writes  that  she  recently 
joined  the  executive  office  of  the  president 
at  the  White  House  Cffice  of  Science  and 
Technology  Policy  as  a senior  policy  advisor. 
She  also  became  the  medical  director 
for  Cgilvy  PR  in  Washington,  D.C.  In  May, 
Saralyn  delivered  the  commencement 
address  for  the  Wayne  State  University 
School  of  Medicine,  where  she  received  an 
honorary  doctor  of  laws  degree, 

Shoshana  Botnick 

310.980.2696 

lawgirl31@outlook.com 

1984 

Total  Participation  25%  ■ Total  Annual 
Fund  Giving  $159,601  ■ Total  All  Giving 

$322,251 

Class  Officers  201 4-201 9:  President, 

Aroza  Sanjana;  Co-Vice  Presidents, 
Elizabeth  Lesar,  Lynn  Kestin  Sessler; 
Correspondents,  Irene  Friedland,  Derlys 
Gutierrez:  Fund  Chairs,  Gabrielle  Yen,  Susan 
McCarthy  DeSimone 

Irene  L.  Friedland 
917.232.4659 
otterwear@gmail.  com 

Derlys  M.  Gutierrez 
973.744.8628 
dgutierrez@asglla  w.  com 
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1985 

30th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Participation  21%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $54,444  ■ Total  All  Giving  $97,894 

It  was  great  to  hear  from  some  new  folks 
and  we  are  looking  forward  to  our  30-year 
reunion,  I can’t  believe  it  has  been  30  years. 

Victoria  Meakin  writes  that  she  is  a 
tech  entrepreneur  (she  sold  a company 
called  PhoneCharge  a few  years  ago  to 
CheckFree)  and  is  currently  working  on 
a couple  of  projects  including  an  online 
eyewear  retailer,  and  a company  that 
develops  software  to  create  efficiencies 
for  the  health  care  industry.  Fler  husband 
is  Dave  Feldman  (CC  ’85).  Fter  son,  Ethan 
Feldman,  is  a rising  senior  at  the  Salisbury 
School  in  Connecticut  and  is  working 
hard  at  the  summer  recruiting  process  for 
college  basketball.  Fler  daughter,  Ellis,  a 
rising  junior  at  Packer  Collegiate,  is  doing 
an  internship  at  Soho  Rep,  a downtown 
theatre  on  whose  board  Victoria  serves, 
so  her  family  has  been  dividing  their 
time  between  Tribeca  and  their  home  in 
Southampton— along  with  back-and-forth 
from  basketball  camps.  Life  in  general,  and 
the  summer  in  particular,  is  moving  way 
too  fast  (an  observation  which  we  can  all 
understand)  but  she  Is  trying  to  savor  the 
moments  as  much  as  possible. 

Cathrine  Veikos  writes  that  her 
book  Lina  Bo  Bardi:  The  Theory  of 
Architectural  Practice  was  published 
in  2013  by  Routledge  Taylor  & Francis 
and  released  in  the  U.S.  last  February, 

She  moved  out  to  the  West  Coast  and 
is  teaching  at  the  California  College  of 
the  Arts,  a wonderful  environment  for 
creative  work.  She  would  love  to  connect 
with  alumnae  in  the  San  Francisco  area. 
Congratulations,  Cathrine. 

Alisa  Bachana  Jaffe  writes  that  she 
has  completed  two  full  marathons  and  six 
half  marathons  in  one  year  while  raising 
money  for  the  Leukemia  & Lymphoma 
Society  and  the  Alzheimer’s  Association 
through  the  ALZ  Stars  program.  Her  son 
just  finished  his  freshman  year  at  Brandeis 
and  is  an  avid  member  of  the  debate  team. 

Finally,  Ellen  Sirot  is  very  busy  raising 
her  14-year-old  daughter,  hand  modeling, 
and  being  the  founder  of  Hand  Perfection. 
Look  for  Ellen  on  the  Home  Shopping 
Network,  where  she  frequently  speaks 
about  hand  care. 


Karen  Estilo  Owczarski 
Kjkjko@aol.com 

Karen  Edwards 
kedwards  1 3@comcast.net 


1986 

Total  Participation  21%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $36,458  • Total  All  Giving  $206,463 

On  celebrating  50th  birthdays:  Pamela 
Carroll  Lamberson  celebrated  with 
Yolanda  Chavez,  dancing  to  ’80s  music 
just  like  old  times.  They  have  been  trying 
to  get  together  with  Elizabeth  Sabatier 
Phillips,  now  in  Austin. 

Monica  Blum  wishes  everyone 
much  happiness,  fulfillment,  and  health  in 
their  50th. 

Pauline  Alama  shares  a hint  from 
Oscar  Wilde:  “Thirty-five  is  a very  attractive 
age... society  is  full  of  women... who  have, 
of  their  own  free  choice,  remained  35 
for  years.’’ 

Randall  Reich  de  Seve  ran  the 

Mermaid  Series  half  marathon  in  San  Diego 
in  costume.  It  was  a huge  challenge  to  train 
in  New  York  during  this  cold,  wet  winter. 

Iris  Mejia  Pellerano  just  moved  to 
Florida.  After  raising  two  girls,  now  ages 
19  and  25,  she  is  working  on  a PhD  at 
Fordham  in  feminist  hermeneutics/theory. 
She  says  she's  “turning  25  again,  since 
[she]  really  liked  that  number." 

Ruth  Yodaiken,  senior  attorney  at 
the  Federal  Trade  Commission,  survived 
turning  50  and  the  federal  shutdown  due 
to  snow  by  dreaming  of  summer— which 
included  two  New  York  City  visits  and 
another  to  Israel. 

Polly  Trottenberg,  commissioner 
of  New  York  City’s  department  of 
transportation,  celebrated  in  style  In 
Brooklyn  with  husband  Mark  Zuckerman, 
family,  and  dear  friends,  including  Karen 
Sax  McLoughlin  (with  husband  and 
teenage  twins),  Marianne  Pugatch,  Ruth 
Yodaiken,  and  me.  Karen  works  as  vice 
president  and  executive  director  of  Health 
Provider  Services  Organization  of  the 
South  Shore  (Mass.).  Marianne,  who  has 
been  at  Boston  Children’s  Hospital  for  10 
years,  is  also  a doctoral  student  at  Brandeis 
University’s  Heller  School  for  Social  Policy 
and  Management. 

Robyn  Lewis  Lefcourt  is  a family 
lawyer  In  Rockland  County  and  has  a 


daughter  at  Pratt  Institute  and  a son  in 
high  school.  She  enjoys  boating  around 
New  York  with  her  husband  and  planned  a 
vacation  in  Europe  (Barcelona-Mallorca)  to 
celebrate  her  50th. 

Rose  Arce,  a senior  producer  at  CNN, 
is  raising  her  8-year-old  in  the  West  Village 
with  her  wife,  Maria  Rueda,  balancing  her 
very  demanding  work  on  dramatic  news 
pieces  with  alumnae  such  as  Deborah 
Feyerick  ’87  and  Dana  Garrett  with  a 
fulfilling  role  on  the  PTA. 

Beth  Goldstein  Shanker  planned  a 
bike  trip  in  Croatia  with  her  husband,  Ben. 
They  live  in  Colorado,  enjoying  the  outdoors 
with  their  10-year-oid  son,  Noah. 

Angelina  Yap,  client  director  of  the 
Asia-Pacific  initiative  at  Church  House 
Investment  Management,  lives  in  London 
and  wishes  “that  everyone’s  wishes 
come  true.” 

After  shipping  her  daughter  off  to 
college,  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Kavaler,  a 

doctor  of  pelvic  reconstructive  surgery  in 
Manhattan,  set  off  on  a trip  to  India,  writing, 
“The  whole  year  is  about  turning  50— taking 
stock  of  where  I’ve  been  and  what  I want 
to  do  with  the  next  10  years,  when  I am 
healthy  and  can  enjoy  the  freedom  that 
grown  children  provide."  She  intends  to 
continue  international  work  in  women’s 
health  begun  last  year  in  Vietnam. 

Chisa  Hidaka  just  finished  a second 
film.  Dolphin  Dreams,  and  dreamed  of  a 
birthday  with  dolphins.  She  has  taught  at 
the  Hospital  for  Special  Surgery/Cornell 
and  continues  working  at  Barnard’s 
dance  department. 

Catherine  Cook 
ccook@barnard.edu 

1987 

Total  Participation  29%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $58,100  • Total  All  Giving  $111,425 

Ula  Lysniak  forwarded  news  from  Laurie 
Kepecs-Schlussel.  Laurie  completed  her 
PhD  at  Fordham  University  in  1994  and  is 
working  on  a psychiatric  unit  with  children 
ages  5 to  15  in  Trenton,  N.J.  She  also  has 
a private  practice  in  East  Brunswick,  N.J. 
She  has  been  married  for  almost  25  years 
and  has  three  kids:  Jackie,  19,  Max,  17,  and 
Ricki,  13. 

We  are  eager  for  more  updates,  so 
please  write  in  and  share  your  news  with  us. 
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Colleen  Hadigan 

301.564.0368 

chadigan@aol.com 

Tracey  A.  Conner 

860.927.4313 

tadonner@gmail.com 

1988 

Total  Participation  21%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $55,350  ■ Total  All  Giving  $260,575 

Please  send  me  your  life  news,  thoughts, 
and  stories  for  the  winter  issue  of  Barnard 
Magazine.  I was  unprepared  for  the 
considerable  editorial  chopping  I had  to 
do,  and  sincerely  apologize  if  I've  left  out 
critical  details  of  your  sincere  notes  in 
the  past.  Going  forward,  I will  save  news 
for  later  issues  and/or  post  news  to  our 
Facebook  page. 

Susanne  Arbitman  is  living  in 
Washington  Heights.  By  day  she  teaches 
English  as  a second  language  to  adults 
from  around  the  world,  and  by  night  she 
studies  at  the  New  School  for  a master's 
in  environmental  policy  and  sustainability 
management.  Her  daughter,  a high  school 
sophomore,  participates  in  the  Lang  Youth 
Medical  Program  at  New-York  Presbyterian 
Hospital  and  is  mentored  by  many  Barnard 
and  Columbia  students.  She  has  expressed 
interest  in  going  to  Barnard  but  her  mother 
would  rather  she  fly  farther  from  the  nesti 

Jennifer  Hering  Butler  lives  in 
Newton,  Mass.,  and  is  working  at  MIT  as 
a major-gifts  officer,  focusing  on  alumni 
in  Northern  California.  She  is  happy  to 
report  that  she  keeps  in  close  touch  with 
Shelagh  Lafferty  Moskow  (they  had  a 
great  catch-up  dinner  this  summer)  and 
Lisa  Terrizzi.  She  also  plans  to  visit  Daryl 
Bright  this  fall  in  Wilmington,  N.C.,  and 
looks  forward  to  seeing  her,  her  husband, 
Ian,  and  her  daughter,  Lily.  Jennifer  has 
been  to  several  book  readings  by  talented 
Barnard  authors,  and  it  strikes  her  how 
many  talented  writers  have  emerged  from 
our  class  and  others. 

Finally,  we  learn  from  Jolyne  Caruso- 
FitzGerald  '81 , chair  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  and  Barnard  president  Debora 
Spar  of  the  passing  of  Claire  Tow,  mother 
of  Emily  Tow  Jackson.  For  more  on  Claire 
Tow  and  her  remarkable  life,  please  see  the 
obituary  section  on  p.  68. 


Eleanor  D'Aponte 

802.496.3706 

edapont@norwich.edu 


1989 

Total  Participation  33%  • Total  Annual 
Fund  Giving  $150,217  ■ Total  All  Giving 

$284,746 

Class  Officers  201 4-2019:  President, 
Wendy  Giman;  Vice  President,  Catherine 
Small;  Correspondents,  Carole  LoConte 
Tedesco,  Jennifer  Jackson-Strage;  Fund 
Chair,  Mary-Ann  Matyas 

Carole  LoConte  Tedesco 
cat@tedescolawoffices.com 

Jennifer  Jackson-Strage 
Jennifer@busiwerks.  com 


1990 

25th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Participation  18%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $37,979  • Total  All  Giving  $76,730 

Lisa  Gersten  reports  that  after  many 
years  in  business  development  in  the 
legal  staffing  and  technology  space,  she 
recently  made  a move  to  the  Jewish 
nonprofit  world.  She  was  looking  for  a way 
to  take  her  business  skills  and  use  them 
to  grow  resources  and  opportunities  for 
an  organization  and  mission  she  cares 
deeply  about.  She  is  now  the  director  of 
development  and  communications  for 
Moving  Traditions,  a national  organization 
that  inspires  people  to  engage  more 
deeply  with  Judaism  by  championing  an 
approach  to  Jewish  life  focused  on  gender 
and  character  development.  She  is  excited 
to  report  that  Rabbi  Tamara  Cohen  '93 
joined  Moving  Traditions  as  director  of 
innovation.  On  the  personal  front,  she  and 
husband  David  Gerwin  (CC  '88)  still  live 
eight  blocks  from  Barnard.  Their  oldest 
daughter,  Mikaela,  is  about  to  leave  for 
college  (although  she  insisted  that  Barnard 
was  just  too  close),  and  they  have  two  other 
girls,  Yardena  in  ninth  grade  and  Adina  in 
third  grade.  She  recently  spent  Passover 
in  Jerusalem  with  her  college  roommates 
Lainie  Blum  Cogan  and  Leora  Joseph. 
Lisa  proclaims  that  there  is  nothing  like  old 
college  friendsi 


Mich  Nelson 

503.730.8781 

Barnard90@yahoo.com 

1991 

Total  Participation  19%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $36,913  • Total  All  Giving  $153,313 

Diane  Fink  Rein 

516.487.1296 

drein@verizon.net 

1992 

Total  Participation  23%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $58,383  • Total  Ail  Giving  $125,633 

Angelica  (Bly)  Shuldiner  writes  in  for 
the  first  time.  She  lives  in  Montreal  with 
her  French  husband,  whom  she  met  while 
on  junior  year  abroad  at  Reid  Hall  in  Paris, 
and  her  two  kids.  After  a long  hiatus,  Bly  is 
looking  to  return  to  working  in  finance 
this  year. 

Robyn  Lavender  recently  launched 
a new  business,  Real  World  Prep,  which 
offers  resume  writing  and  review,  interview 
coaching,  and  career  counseling. 

Olympia  Stone  finished  her  third 
documentary.  Curious  Worlds,  about  the 
artist  David  Beck.  It  will  be  shown  at  the 
Smithsonian  American  Art  Museum  on 
November  13.  She’d  love  to  see  you! 

Kathleen  Madden  just  curated  an 
exhibition  for  the  Mixer  gallery  in  Istanbul. 
The  show.  The  Built  Environment,  runs 
through  November  2 and  includes  nine 
artists  with  a presence  in  the  downtown 
New  York  art  world,  one  of  whom  is  Erica 
Baum  '84. 

Dae  Levine  writes  from  Sydney, 
Australia,  that  she's  started  her  own 
consultancy  and  works  on  projects  for  such 
organizations  as  the  World  Wildlife  Fund 
and  the  Antarctic  Ocean  Alliance,  among 
others,  when  she’s  not  managing  her 
younger  daughter’s  soccer  team. 

Maria  Vallejo-Nguyen  is  lucky  enough 
to  stay  on  campus.  She  just  completed  her 
master’s  in  women’s  history  and  is  now  the 
annual  fund  manager  at  Columbia’s  School 
of  International  and  Public  Affairs. 

Betsy  Williamson  writes  from  a ryokan 
(a  Japanese  inn)  at  the  hot-springs  town 
Kinosaki  Onsen  on  the  Sea  of  Japan. 

Her  architecture  firm  is  researching  new 
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technologies  in  wood  construction  in 
preparation  for  an  exhibition  in  Toronto 
in  November. 

Rebecca  Yousefzadeh  Sassouni 

has  just  celebrated  her  20th  wedding 
anniversary.  Her  kids  are  undergoing 
major  milestones,  from  graduations  to  bat 
mitzvahs,  and  she  is  returning  to  working  in 
law  after  an  18-year  hiatus.  She  is  starting 
her  own  practice  representing  families  of 
children  whose  needs  are  not  being  met  by 
their  schools. 

Jennifer  Byron  Mercuric  started 
Eleanor’s  Best,  an  artisanal  jam  and 
marmalade  business,  whose  products  are 
now  in  over  40  stores  in  the  tristate  New 
York  area. 

Suki  Kim’s  second  book.  Without  You, 
There  Is  No  Us:  My  Time  With  the  Sons 
of  North  Korea’s  Elite,  is  about  her  time 
undercover  in  North  Korea  teaching  the 
sons  of  the  elite  during  the  last  six  months 
of  Kim  Jong  il’s  regime. 

Susan  Leff  gave  birth  to  Lilah  Giselle 
Post.  Lilah  joins  her  big  sister  and  brother, 
Sadie  and  Frank. 

Aviva  Patz  was  thrilled  to  play  with  her 
band.  Client  No.  9,  at  Maplewoodstock,  a 
two-day  music  festival  in  July  headlined 
by  Norah  Jones,  and  will  release  her  first 
studio  album  In  the  fall. 

Sarah  Brown  writes  in  that  after  five 
years  of  reporting  in  Russia  (thanks  to  her 
degree  in  Russian  studies  from  Barnard) 
she  has  settled  back  in  New  England  in 
Kittery,  Maine,  has  three  daughters,  and 
runs  a guerilla  PR  and  marketing  firm  for 
green-leaning  businesses.  She  also  reports 
on  Barnard  chum  Deborah  Levitzky,  who 
lives  in  Brooklyn  with  her  two  beautiful 
boys,  and  Fabienne  Bouville,  who  works 
in  TV  and  film  in  LA. 

Edina  Sultanik  Silver 
esultanik@yahoo.com 

1993 

Total  Participation  15%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $50,459  ■ Total  All  Giving  $302,209 

Mikki  Meadows-Oliver  was  recently 
promoted  to  associate  professor  at  the  Yale 
University  School  of  Nursing  and  elected 
president  of  the  National  Association  of 
Pediatric  Nurse  Practitioners.  She  recently 
had  lunch  with  Nancy  Garcia-Ruffin 
near  Barnard. 


Adrianne  Bender  Hanson,  writing 
under  the  pseudonym  Adrianne  Noel, 
published  her  first  novel,  The  Year  After, 
through  Amazon’s  Createspace  and  Kindle 
Direct.  You  can  learn  more  on  her  website 
about  her  decision  to  self-publish. 

Felicia  Kang  currently  lives  with  her 
three  children  and  husband  in  Brooklyn, 
where  she  teaches  middle  and  high  school 
history  at  Saint  Ann’s  School. 

Caroline  Pet  Ceniza-Levine  launched 
a weekly  career  column  for  Money.com 
and  Time.com.  She  is  a career  expert 
and  cofounder  of  the  career-coaching 
firm  SixFigureStart.  She  also  teaches 
professional  development  at  Columbia’s 
School  of  International  and  Public  Affairs 
and  salary  negotiation  at  Barnard’s  Athena 
Center  for  Leadership  Studies. 

Galaxy  Craze  lives  with  her  husband 
and  two  children— Rowan,  11,  and  Tess, 

7— in  Park  Slope,  Brooklyn.  She  recently 
finished  a young-adult  book  series  called 
The  Last  Princess,  published  by  Poppy/ 
Little  Brown.  She  also  has  a new  book, 
Mapmaker,  coming  out  in  March.  It  was 
published  by  Columbia  alumnus  Dan 
Erenhaft  at  Soho  Teen  and  cowritten  with 
screenwriter  Mark  Bomback  {Wolverine, 
Total  Recall). 

Yaffa  Regosin  recently  moved  to 
Tenafly,  N.J.,  with  her  four  children— Geffen, 
17,  Amichai,  15,  Carmel,  12,  and  Hadar,  8— 
and  her  husband,  Noam  Ohring  (CC  ’92). 
Yaffa  has  been  working  in  real  estate  for 
over  a decade  and  is  feeling  nostalgic  as 
her  eldest  son  begins  his  college  search. 

Joni  Hofstadter  Chroman  lives  with 
her  husband,  Kevin,  and  their  four  children, 
Jeremy,  17,  Lindsay,  15,  Katie,  13,  and  Drew, 
3,  in  Los  Angeles.  Joni  directs  the  dental 
program  for  the  largest  federally  qualified 
community  health  center  in  the  country, 
which  provides  comprehensive  health 
services  to  Southern  California’s  low- 
income  and  underserved  communities. 

Sarah  Payne  recently  launched  a 
consulting  practice  called  Counterparty  Risk 
Strategies  LLC,  focusing  on  helping  hedge 
funds  improve  their  trading  documentation 
and  counterparty  risk  practices.  She  works 
from  the  Forest  Hills  home  she  shares  with 
her  husband  and  two  daughters,  Lily,  6, 
and  Maddie,  4.  She  recently  caught  up  with 
fellow  Barnard  alumna  Sun  Min,  who  also 
lives  in  Forest  Hills. 

Rosalind  Chapman  is  enjoying  life 
in  Northampton,  Mass.,  with  her  wife,  Lisa, 
and  their  2-year-old  twin  girls,  Veronica 


and  Phoebe.  She  would  love  to  hear  from 
classmates. 

1 am  beginning  my  third  year  living  in 
Minnesota  and  working  as  the  director  of 
Paideia  Academy.  My  proudest  moment  this 
year  was  watching  my  daughter  sing  a solo 
and  lead  the  entire  class  in  a song  during 
her  kindergarten  graduation,  in  front  of 
hundreds  of  people.  It  was  awesomel  I hope 
you  are  all  doing  well.  Please  keep  in  touch. 

Marci  Levy-Maguire 
marcilevymaguire@gmail.com 

1994 

Total  Participation  20%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $44,463  • Total  All  Giving  $121,738 

Class  Officers  201 4-201 9:  Copresidents, 
Lori  Hoepner,  Lisa  Weiss;  Vice  President, 
Fania  Yangarber;  Class  Correspondents, 
Tracy  Akner,  Sarah  Conrad  Weisman;  Fund 
Chairs,  Dana  Lau,  Kerry  Roberts 

Tracy  Akner 
tracyakner@gmail.com 

Sarah  Conrad  Weisman 
sarahcweisman@yahoo.com 

1995 

20th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Participation  18%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $29,211  • Total  All  Giving  $471,484 

Ariel  Augenbraun  Blacher  lives  in 
Israel.  Many  members  of  her  community 
have  been  called  upon  to  serve  as  reserve 
soldiers.  She  shares  her  firsthand  account 
of  the  impact  of  the  war  on  her  community 
in  a blog  for  The  Times  of  Israel. 

Sharon  Chen  lives  in  Port  Washington, 
N.Y.,  with  her  children.  Eve,  7,  and  Jacob, 

6.  After  working  in  the  family  newspaper 
business  for  almost  15  years,  she  decided 
she  needed  a change.  Last  fall,  she  began 
her  master’s  in  human  genetics  and  genetic 
counseling  at  Sarah  Lawrence  College.  She 
finds  being  in  grad  school  full  time  with  two 
young  kids  a bit  crazy,  but  she  loves  it. 

Stephanie  Anderson  LaMaster 
returned  to  teaching  after  staying  home 
with  her  four  children  for  a decade. 

She  teaches  biology  at  her  high  school 
alma  mater.  Our  Lady  of  Providence,  in 
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Clarksville,  Ind. 

Zhanna  Dobkina  Buzharsky 

resides  happily  in  a lively  town  in  New 
Jersey  with  her  husband  and  two  middle 
school  children,  Michelle  and  David.  She 
teaches  French  in  Cresskill  middle  and 
high  schools,  and  is  an  adjunct  at  Fairleigh 
Dickinson  University  for  a variety  of 
programs.  Through  her  adjuncting  work  she 
teaches  French  courses  for  the  University 
College;  a language  and  culture  course 
in  the  school  of  education;  business  and 
technical  writing;  and  New  York  City  as  a 
Classroom  for  the  American  Language  and 
Culture  Program. 

Samantha  Stone  lives  on  a farm  in 
Vermont  with  her  husband,  three  kids,  dairy 
goats,  sheep,  chickens,  turkeys,  rabbits,  and 
bees.  She  is  half  of  the  hat-making  duo 
Swan  & Stone  Millinery. 

Natalia  Leltchouk  has  received  her 
master’s  in  comparative  literature  from 
Columbia  University. 

Rachel  Sobel  had  another  son  in  May. 
His  big  brother,  2,  is  gradually  coming  to 
accept  that  the  baby  is  a permanent  part  of 
the  family.  Rachel  has  worked  at  Pfizer  for 
more  than  14  years  and,  most  days,  enjoys 
the  challenges  of  being  a working  mom. 

Dana  Sunshine  works  for  CUNY  on 
public-private  partnerships  with  a focus 
on  real  estate  development  projects. 

She  and  her  husband  welcomed  their 
son,  Theodore,  last  fall,  and  she  enjoys 
motherhood  immensely.  Dana  is  still  in 
touch  with  her  Barnard  friends  Jessica 
Claire,  Elham  Cohanim,  Emma  Dassori, 
Diana  Gonzalez,  Alexandra  (Andra) 
Olenik,  and  Inna  Rosenzweig.  They  are 
an  important  part  of  her  life. 

Kieren  van  den  Blink  published 
Sniff,  the  first  in  a five-book  series  for 
children  based  on  the  senses,  celebrating 
diversity,  the  big  city,  and  the  adventures 
of  life.  Kieren  has  posted  the  cover  art  for 
her  book  in  the  class  notes  section  of  the 
Barnard  Alumnae  Network,  so  log  on  and 
check  it  out! 

Elizabeth  Lemon 

978.851.4083 

elemon3@gmail.com 

1996 

Total  Participation  16%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $41,610  • Total  All  Giving  $44,035 


Heather  Rion  Starr  wrote  in  that  she 
and  her  partner,  Cathy,  moved  to  Hartford, 
Conn.,  in  July,  where  they  are  coministers  of 
the  Unitarian  Society  of  Hartford.  They  have 
a toddler,  Robin,  who  turned  2 in  August, 
and  are  excited  to  be  near  grandparents. 
Heather  and  Robin  just  returned  from 
their  first  solo-mama  trip  to  Oregon  to 
visit  Robin’s  great-grandmother,  who  is  91 
years  old  and  going  strong!  She  also  got 
to  try  out  a bakfiet,  or  Dutch  cargo  bicycle, 
for  the  first  time  and  has  discovered  her 
next  obsession!  Heather  and  Cathy  would 
enjoy  hearing  from  and  connecting  with  any 
Barnard  grads  in  the  greater  Hartford  area; 
you  can  find  them  on  Facebook. 

Two  of  our  classmates  wrote  in  to  tell 
us  about  their  writing  projects:  Elizabeth 
Gold  spent  the  summer  writing  about 
her  experience  with  a pregnancy-support 
group  and  taking  care  of  her  daughter. 

She’s  interested  in  gathering  stories  from 
women  who  participated  in  mothers’ 
groups.  She  invites  you  to  share  your 
stories  at  elizabethisadoragold.com/ 
join-the-conversation/. 

Yakira  (Kira)  Goldstein  Nurieli 
started  a mommy  blog  and  also  leads 
parenting  seminars  focusing  on  conflict 
and  communication  with  children  and 
teens,  collaborative  problem  solving,  and 
other  related  topics.  You  can  find  her  at 
mommyingideas.blogspot.com/. 

Please  keep  the  updates  coming!  We 
love  hearing  from  you.  —SDF 

Samantha  Nicosia  Rowan 
646.602.1727 
sam_nicosia@hotmail.  com 

Sarah  Feinberg 
617.501.9510 
sdfeinberg@gmail.  com 

1997 

Total  Participation  12%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $22,653  • Total  All  Giving  $29,303 

Thanks  to  all  who  have  provided  updates 
this  season,  a record  turnout  for  recent 
times.  We  are  also  working  with  other 
correspondents  from  1990s  classes  to 
increase  information  available  in  blog  and 
social-network  format.  Stay  tuned  and  keep 
on  keeping  in  touch. 

For  the  updates:  Gabrielle  Polt 
Balkan,  who  has  worked  in  children’s 


publishing  pretty  much  since  graduation,  | 
now  is  a freelance  writer  and  editor.  She’s  ■ 
penned  a few  books,  including  The  Dog  j 
Rules,  a humor  and  illustration-filled  early-  ' 
chapter  book,  as  Coco  LaRue.  When  she’s  | 
not  hunched  over  a laptop  in  Ditmas  Park,  ! 
Brooklyn,  Gabe  tries  halfheartedly  to  keep  j 
her  twin  3-year-olds  from  throwing  their  ; 
clothes  off  the  balcony.  She  and  her 
writer  husband  Aaron  spend  half  of  their 
time  in  Hudson,  thinking  about  overhauling 
the  garden. 

Chiu-Huey  Hsia  is  currently  an  in- 
house  lawyer  in  the  asset-management 
division  of  Prudential.  She  focuses  on  U.S. 
and  Japanese  legal  issues  affecting  the 
business  units  responsible  for  investing 
money  for  U.S.  and  international  clients. 
Chiu-Huey  was  previously  an  associate  at 
a law  firm  with  offices  in  Hong  Kong,  New 
York  City,  and  Singapore,  representing  hedge 
fund  and  private  equity  fund  managers 
and  investors.  She  lives  in  lower  Manhattan 
with  her  husband  and  2-year-old  son. 

Rebecca  Miller  gave  birth  to  daughter 
Ceci  in  2012.  A single  mother  by  choice, 

Becca  is  loving  motherhood.  She  works  as 
an  assistant  professor  in  the  Yale  School  of 
Medicine  psychiatry  department,  where  she 
is  director  of  peer  support  and  volunteer 
services  in  the  program  for  recovery  and 
community  health. 

Melissa  (Missy)  LoPorto  and 
family  moved  to  Acton,  Mass.,  last  ^ 

summer.  Although  missing  friends  in  New 
York  City,  they  are  enjoying  living  close  to 
family  for  the  first  time  in  many  years. 

Speaking  of  moves,  Sunita  Koshy, 
managing  director  at  Citigroup  and  an 
attorney  in  the  compliance  division,  recently 
reconnected  with  her  first-year  roommate, 
Hilary  Reiter,  who  now  lives  in  Park  City, 

Utah,  and  runs  Redhead  Marketing  & PR. 
Sunita,  who  lives  and  works  in  TriBeCa,  also 
caught  up  with  Taryn  Roeder,  who  was 
visiting  from  the  Boston  area  back  in  April. 

Continuing  west.  Bay  Area 
resident  MaTa  Carpenter  joined  C3 
Energy,  working  for  the  office  of  the 
chairman  and  CEO.  She  supports  a 
team  on  the  cutting  edge  of  smart-grid 
data  analytics.  Earlier  this  year  Canyon 
Cinema,  a foundation  that  Maia  helped 
start,  launched  a free  monthly  artist  salon 
series  at  the  New  Nothing  Cinema  in  San 
Francisco’s  SOMA  neighborhood.  On  June 
18,  she  married  sweetheart  Jean-Philippe 
Defaut  at  San  Francisco  City  Hall.  They 
were  attended  by  Evelyn  Randall  ’96,  who 
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introduced  the  couple  two  years  ago,  her 
husband,  Chris  Sindoni,  and  their  baby,  Zoe. 
In  August,  Marisa  Konig  Beatty 

stopped  in  New  York  for  a visit.  Now  living 
in  Zurich,  Marisa  and  her  husband,  Chris, 
spent  the  month  in  the  U.S.  to  catch  up  with 
loved  ones  and  introduce  their  daughters, 
Zoe,  6,  and  Mia,  4. 

Joey  Kaiser 

joeykaiser@yahoo.  com 
Melissa  Marsh 

melissa@melissaemarsh.com 

1998 

Total  Participation  15%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $27,018  • Total  All  Giving  $31,318 

Class  president  Stephanie  Shestakow 

would  like  to  encourage  each  of  us  to 
give  $125  in  honor  of  Barnard's  125th 
anniversary, 

Meredith  Sobel  Stanford  got  married 
on  March  23,  Rushie  Hollander  Bieler  (CC 
’98),  Rina  Bersohn  (CC  ’98),  and  Jennifer 
Yeamans  Fisher  attended.  The  Stanfords 
honeymooned  in  Argentina  and  Brazil, 
Meredith  also  switched  jobs  in  March;  she 
is  now  an  outpatient  diabetes  and  weight- 
loss  dietitian  at  Greenwich  Hospital  in 
Greenwich,  Conn,  She  lives  in  Rye,  N,Y,,  and 
teaches  in  the  graduate  nutrition  program 
at  Lehman  College, 

Inga  Vikse  Walter  is  married  with 
a 3-year-old  daughter,  Erin,  She  and  her 
husband  have  their  own  business  and  live  in 
Merrick,  Long  Island,  Inga  is  very  involved  in 
her  church  of  liberal  values  and  coordinates 
a moms’  group,  “As  a Barnard  graduate, 

I think  it’s  very  important  [to]  be  involved 
in  my  community  and  to  foster,  as  many 
women  do,  respect,  tolerance,  compassion, 
cooperation,  communication,  self- 
responsibility, and  economic  opportunity.’’ 

Jill  Vasbinder  Morrison  and  husband 
Chris  welcomed  Molli  on  November  1, 2013, 
joining  big  sister  Tessa.  Jill  is  an  adjunct 
instructor  in  the  dance  department  at  the 
University  of  Maryland,  Baltimore  County, 
and  the  Community  College  of  Baltimore 
County.  She  resigned  as  artistic  director  of 
Common  Ground  Dance  Company  to  have 
more  time  to  spend  with  her  girls  and  dance 
for  herself. 

Mikiia  Jordan  Thompson  received  her 
JD  on  May  19  from  the  Maurice  A.  Deane 


Entertainment 
Entrepreneur 

Michelle  (PJ)  Douglas-Sands  '98 

Not  everyone  can  say  they’re  living  their  college 
dreams.  But  Michelle  (PJ)  Douglas-Sands  has 
developed  a successful  career  based  on  a path  she 
charted  as  an  undergraduate.  “When  I was  sitting 
in  my  lecture  classes  and  pictured  what  I would  be 
doing  in  20  years,  it  was  definitely  a hybrid  of  what 
I am  doing  now,”  says  Douglas-Sands. 

Born  in  Syracuse  of  Bahamian  and  Jamaican  descent,  Douglas-Sands  was 
raised  in  Houston.  At  Barnard,  she  majored  in  both  pan-African  studies  and 
political  science  and  minored  in  economics,  a combination  she  called  “Caribbean 
socioeconomic  development.  Barnard  encourages  students  to  be  free  thinkers,  so  I 
was  allowed  to  customize  my  education,”  she  says. 

The  former  Miss  Bahamas  Universe  first  runner-up  set  records  as  a member 
of  the  Columbia  track-and-field  team.  She  also  served  as  president  of  the  Barnard/ 
Columbia  Gospel  Choir  and  volunteered  at  several  student  organizations.  After 
graduating  in  1998,  Douglas-Sands  took  a job  at  Adantis,  the  mega-resort  on 
Paradise  Island  in  the  Bahamas.  In  2002,  she  opened  LUXE  Worldwide  Events. 
She  also  studied  law  at  the  University  of  London,  using  her  knowledge  to  work  at 
her  grandmother’s  Bahamas  law  firm. 

Douglas-Sands  formed  the  DS3  Group  in  2008,  aligning  several  businesses 
under  the  same  umbrella.  With  locations  in  the  Bahamas  and  the  US.,  DS3 
provides  services  such  as  branding  strategies,  celebrity  event  planning,  and  legal 
help.  She  now  represents  a large  percentage  of  the  recording  artists,  producers, 
and  songwriters  in  the  islands  and  was  nominated  for  the  2013  Bahamian  Icon 
Award  for  outstanding  entrepreneurship.  In  July,  Douglas-Sands  began  serving 
as  a consultant  and  area  manager  for  the  Bahamas  Ministry  of  Tourism  for  the 
southwest  U.S.  region. 

“You  could  tell  she  was  going  places,”  says  Ennis  Edmonds,  her  pan-African 
studies  professor  and  thesis  advisor  at  Barnard.  “She  had  all  kinds  of  ideas  and 
was  willing  to  work  hard  to  get  where  she  wanted  to  go.”  Adds  Ellyn  Artis  ’98,  a 
longtime  friend,  “I  always  admired  her  energy.  PJ  always  had  10  plans  for  what 
she  was  going  to  do  next  and  10  different  careers  she  was  working  on.” 

Engaged  and  living  in  both  Houston  and  the  Bahamas,  Douglas-Sands  looks 
forward  to  the  future.  “Hopefully  I will  have  a family.  Eor  me  this  will  complete 
the  picture.  You  can  have  it  all,  but  not  at  the  same  time.”  — Sherry  Karabin 


School  of  Law  at  Hofstra  University. 

Liz  Kim  sold  her  apartment  on  the 
Upper  West  Side  that  she  had  lived  in  since 
2004  and  moved  to  Princeton,  N.J.  While 
she  still  has  a small  place  in  Williamsburg, 
she  spends  most  of  her  time  in  New  Jersey, 
and  would  love  to  reconnect  with  any 
Barnard  alumnae  in  the  area. 

Veronica  Schanoes’s  book.  Fairy 
Tales,  Myth,  and  Psychoanalysis:  Feminism 
and  Re-telling  the  Tale,  was  published 
by  Ashgate  in  June,  and  her  novella. 

Burning  Girls,  won  a Shirley  Jackson 
Award,  honoring  the  best  writing  in  horror, 
suspense,  and  dark  fantasy.  Her  story 


“Phosphorus”  was  a finalist  in  the  novelette 
category.  Burning  Girls  was  also  a finalist 
in  the  novella  categories  of  the  Nebula 
Awards  and  the  World  Fantasy  Awards. 

For  details  that  wouldn't  fit  in  this 
column,  please  check  out  our  class  blog  at 
barnard1998.wordpress.com.  (It’s  invitation 
only— e-mail  me  if  you  need  an  invite!) 

Helen  McClure 

helen.r.mcclure@gmail.com 

@Barnard1998 
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1999 

Total  Participation  15%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $25,155  • Total  All  Giving  $38,011 

Class  Officers  201 4-2019:  President, 

Shilpa  Bahri;  Correspondent,  KaTrina 
Rawlins;  Fund  Chairs,  Elana  Konstant, 

Janice  Duarte 

KaTrina  Rawlins 
trina_  dst@hotmail.com 

2000 

15th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Participation  16%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $25,975  ■ Total  All  Giving  $36,675 

Junior-year  Plimpton  suitemates  Katrin 
Kark,  Meghan  Kyle-Miller,  Emily  Lee, 
Gloria  Lin,  and  Jessica  Wells-Hasan 

are  in  close  contact  and  celebrate  with  an 
annual  Barnard  reunion  dinner,  often  with 
near-classmate  Katherine  Skibinski  '01. 

Katrin  Kark  has  been  working  since 
graduation  for  nonprofits  that  focus  on 
economic  opportunity  and  community 
development.  She  earned  her  MPA  in  policy 
analysis  from  the  School  of  Public  Affairs 
at  Baruch  College.  After  spending  many 
years  in  New  York,  she  lives  in  D.C.,  where 
she's  a program  officer  for  income-  and 
asset-building  initiatives  at  Local  Initiatives 
Support  Corporation  (LISC). 

Emily  Lee  is  celebrating  her  17th  year 
at  public-media  company  THIRTEEN, 
where  she  is  a music  specialist.  Her  credits 
can  be  found  on  shows  such  as  Great 
Performances,  American  Masters,  NYC- 
ARTS,  and  Treasures  of  New  York,  which  did 
a profile  on  Barnard.  She  also  curated  the 
music  to  the  PBS  Digital  Studios  YouTube 
series  Diorama.  One  of  her  bands.  Snake 
Oil,  put  out  its  second  album  this  past  year. 
She  is  also  really  enjoying  being  a mentor 
to  a high  school  freshman  through  iMentor. 

After  graduation,  Meghan  Kyle-Miller 
moved  to  Japan  for  two  years  to  teach 
English  in  public  schools.  Since  returning  to 
New  York,  she  has  worked  in  the  nonprofit 
sector.  She  is  currently  a development 
officer  at  LISC,  where  Katrin  has  worked  for 
several  years.  Meghan  lives  in  Park  Slope, 
Brooklyn,  with  her  husband,  Doug,  and 
3-year-old  daughter,  Isabel. 

Jessica  Wells-Hasan  recently  joined 
the  Opportunity  Agenda  as  its  director 


of  development.  The  organization  is  a 
nonprofit  that  works  to  build  the  national 
will  for  opportunity  through  strategic  work 
on  immigration,  criminal  justice,  economic 
justice,  and  poverty.  She  and  her  husband, 
Joseph,  live  in  Inwood  in  upper  Manhattan. 

Please  don’t  forget  to  “like”  our  BC 
Class  of  2000  page  on  Facebook,  where 
you  can  also  post  your  latest  updates.  Keep 
sending  your  notes  with  “Class  Notes”  in 
the  subject  line. 

Rani  Karnik 
ranikarnik@gmail.  com 


2001 

Total  Participation  19%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $21,771  ■ Total  All  Giving  $63,261 

Migna  Taveras 
mignataveras@gmail.com 


2002 

Total  Participation  16%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $11,361  ■ Total  Ail  Giving  $11,611 

Miriam  Felton-Dansky  received  her 
doctorate  of  fine  arts  in  dramaturgy  and 
dramatic  criticism  from  the  Yale  School 
of  Drama  in  May  2013.  She  is  now 
an  assistant  professor  of  theatre  and 
performance  at  Bard  College  in  Annandale- 
on-Hudson,  N.Y. 

Tina  Varghese  reports  that  she  is 
leaving  the  world  of  law  firms  behind  and  is 
excited  to  join  Abercrombie  & Fitch  Co.  as 
senior  legal  counsel. 

Lisa  Weinert  announces  the  launch  of 
ARCHER,  a new  publishing  service  that  will 
focus  on  narrative  nonfiction  with  a special 
interest  in  wellness,  social  change,  women's 
leadership,  and  business,  as  well  as  select 
literary  fiction.  Lisa  is  the  founder  and  CEO 
of  Lisa  Weinert  Consulting,  a full-service 
book  PR  agency. 

Congratulations  to  these  three  members 
of  our  class  on  their  achievements. 

Christina  Suarez 
Christinasuarez  1 3@gmail.com 


2003 

Total  Participation  20%  • Total  Annual  Fund 


Giving  $16,628  • Total  All  Giving  $21,980 

Sara  Levine  Kornfield  gave  birth  to  her 
second  child,  a son  named  Caleb  Moses, 
on  January  9.  Sara  also  received  a National 
Institute  of  Mental  Health  award  to  study 
PTSD  in  pregnancy  at  the  Penn  Center  for 
Women’s  Behavioral  Wellness. 

Alieza  Salzberg  and  her  husband, 
Aharon  Horwitz  (CC  ’04),  had  a baby  boy, 
Chanan  Chaim,  this  past  January.  Fellow 
alumni  attending  the  bris  and  baby  naming 
in  Jerusalem  included  Aleza  Andron,  Ariel 
Beery  (GS  ’04),  Aryeh  Bernstein  (GS  ’01), 
Yael  Bitton,  Daniel  Feldman  (CC  ’01), 
Dyonna  Ginsburg  (CC  ’02),  Efrat  Hakak 
(CC  ’03),  Yair  Hakak  (CC  ’00),  and  Jason 
Rogoff  (CC  ’03). 

Mia  Minen  completed  her  Headache 
Medicine  Fellowship  at  Harvard’s  Brigham 
and  Women’s  Hospital.  She  accepted  a 
faculty  position  at  NYU  Langone  Medical 
Center  to  develop  a headache  program  and 
is  now  back  in  New  York.  She  would  love  to 
reconnect  with  old  friends. 

Jieh  Greeney  has  moved  back  to 
Morningside  Heights  along  with  her 
husband,  Timothy  Roberts,  and  their  son, 
Finnegan  Osborn,  who  was  born  on  March 
19.  Jieh  and  Finn  have  already  been  on 
many  walks  around  the  Barnard  campus, 
enjoyed  drinks  (margarita  for  Mom,  milk 
for  Finn)  at  the  Heights,  and  witnessed 
the  madness  of  graduation  and  move-out 
weekend.  While  he  can’t  attend  Barnard, 
Finn  does  have  an  alumna  godmother— 
Mary  Kate  Boughton. 

Abigail  Waldman  married  Daniel 
Nagler  on  December  29,  2013,  in  Miami 
Beach,  Fla.  Barnard  and  Columbia 
graduates  in  attendance  included  Abigail’s 
sister,  Jennifer  Waldman  Dobin  '93,  and 
friends  Rachel  Feld  Bedzow,  Lesley 
Hoffman  Goldenberg  (GS/JTS  ’03),  Sara 
Hiltzik  '02,  Chanie  Fortgang  Kohn  (CC 
’02),  Beth  Stein  Lipschitz  (CC  ’02),  Georgie 
Kleiman  Lookstein  (SEAS  ’03),  Abigail  Teitz 
Rabin  '69,  Jaime  Rosenfeld  Reich  '99,  and 
Rebecca  Urbach  Waltuch. 

Suehail  Mercado  Ratajczyk  gave 
birth  to  a second  son  on  February  9,  named 
Adam  Ryan.  His  older  brother,  Stefan  Ian,  is 
now  almost  3 years  old. 

On  April  14,  Laila  Shetty  married 
Solomon  Geht  in  a beautiful  ceremony  in 
her  hometown  of  Peoria,  III.  Classmates 
Meredith  Cosgrove,  Lauren  Cooper, 
and  Anne  Hayward  attended. 

Rosa  (Marimba)  Gold-Watts  recently 
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celebrated  the  two-year  anniversary  of 
her  wellness  studio,  Articulating  Body  Inc., 
which  is  located  in  Chelsea,  and  offers 
Pilates,  acupuncture.  Rung  fu,  and  women’s 
self-defense, 

Kathleen  McCabe  and  her  husband, 
Dan,  welcomed  a baby  boy,  Joseph  Robert 
McCabe  Bunker,  on  May  29.  He  arrived  very 
early  at  29  weeks  and,  as  of  this  writing,  is 
still  in  the  Mount  Sinai  Hospital  neonatal 
intensive  care  unit.  Luckily,  Kathleen  and 
Dan  are  both  working  at  Sinai,  so  they  can 
visit  him  often. 

Miriam  Weiss  works  as  a 
communications  officer  for  Dr.  Doug 
Pucci,  a functional  medicine  practitioner  in 
Oradell,  N.J.,  after  overcoming  debilitating 
fibromyalgia/chronic  fatigue  syndrome  with 
his  help. 

Jennifer  Park  graduated  from 
Teachers  College  in  2013  with  an  EdM 
in  international  educational  development. 
Jenny  and  her  husband,  Joseph,  welcomed 
a baby  boy  in  September  2013.  She  is 
currently  working  in  communications  and 
evaluation  at  the  United  Nations  Secretariat 
in  New  York. 

Sasha  Ban 

347.886.3833 

sasha.ban@gmail.com 

2004 

Total  Participation  20%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $26,484  ■ Total  All  Giving  $29,784 

Class  Officers  201 4-201 9:  President, 
Shoshana  Greenberg;  Vice  President,  Sarah 
Bolger  Lazzari;  Correspondent,  Ritu  Khanna 

Rebeccah  Wells  Sparkes  and  her 

husband,  Bryan,  welcomed  a baby  boy, 
William  Bartlett,  in  October.  Beccah  is 
thrilled  to  be  sharing  new  mommy-hood 
with  her  college  best  friend,  Raleigh 
Smith  Duttweiler,  and  her  son.  Hunter; 
and  Jessica  Smith  Kurn  '03  and  her  son, 
Hudson. 

After  six  years  of  living  in  London, 
Rebecca  Arata  moved  to  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa.  She  went  back  to  her  Kansas 
hometown  to  marry  Kevin  Crowley.  Anna 
I Davies  '05  was  the  maid  of  honor.  Rebecca 

i 

! published  her  first  romance  novel.  The 
j Striker’s  Chance,  written  under  her  married 
i name,  Rebecca  Crowley.  It  is  available  from 
1 Carina  Press. 


Alexis  Gumbs  is  still  writing  and 
inciting  transformation.  Her  coedited 
anthology  on  legacies  of  radical  mothering. 
This  Bridge  Called  My  Baby,  is  forthcoming 
from  PM  Press.  She  is  on  a national  tour 
with  her  educational  performance  project. 
Black  Feminist  Breathing,  and  was  recently 
featured  on  the  PBS  American  Masters 
segment  “Alice  Walker;  Beauty  in  Truth." 

She  enjoys  visiting  her  sister,  Ariana  Gumbs 
Good  '08,  and  returning  to  Barnard  to  work 
with  the  Meilon-Mays  Fellows. 

Jessica  Kallstrom-Schreckengost 
and  her  wife,  Kathleen  Kallstrom- 
Schreckengost  ’07,  welcomed  their  first 
child,  Sebastian  James,  on  February  13. 

The  family  is  currently  living  in  Montclair, 

N.J.  Jessica  works  as  an  attorney  at  Cleary 
Gottlieb  Steen  & Hamilton  in  New  York  City. 
Kathleen  received  her  PsyD  in  September 
2013  and  works  as  a postdoctoral  fellow  at 
Montclair  State  University’s  counseling  and 
psychological  services. 

Stefanie  Fahrion  is  working  as 
manager  of  international  acquisitions 
at  Studiocanal,  a film  distribution  and 
production  company.  She  is  based  in  Berlin. 

Shilpa  Cheeia  received  her  MD  from 
the  University  of  Rochester  School  of 
Medicine  and  Dentistry.  She  graduated 
from  the  emergency  medicine  residency 
at  Rutgers  Robert  Wood  Johnson  Medical 
School  in  June. 

Nadimire  Jules-Dole  married  Yves- 
Richard  Dole  (CC  ’02)  in  April  2012  with 
Pascale  Chrisphonte  as  the  maid  of 
honor.  Ebony  Wiresinger  and  Laci 
Watkins  were  also  at  the  wedding.  The 
family  welcomed  a baby  girl,  Audrey,  in 
July  2013.  Nadimire  will  be  starting  her 
psychiatry  residency  this  year  at  Johns 
Hopkins  Hospital. 

Maria  Eugenia  Albina  and  her 
husband  welcomed  their  son,  Santiago 
Albina  Layes,  into  the  world  on  June  8, 
2013.  Eugenia  is  currently  teaching  third 
grade  in  Chicago. 

Katherine  Walter  Arcieri  received 
an  MA  in  international  affairs  and  began 
working  as  a foreign  service  officer  for  the 
State  Department  in  2006.  Since  then, 
she  has  served  in  Germany,  Haiti,  and  Ivory 
Coast.  She  married  Jules  Walter  in  Brooklyn 
in  December  2013  and  is  moving  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  for  her  next  assignment. 

Teresa  K.  Miller,  author  of  sped 
(Sidebrow,  2013)  and  Forever  No  Lo 
(Tarpaulin  Sky  Press,  2008),  has  new 
poems  featured  in  Berfrois  and  sparkle  + 


blink.  She  is  involved  in  urban  farming  and 
food-justice  initiatives  in  Oakland,  Calif. 

Haeri  (Heddy)  Nam  relocated  to 
Los  Angeles  in  2013  and  is  a master  of 
public  policy  candidate  at  the  University  of 
Southern  California. 

Jessie  Kindig  received  her  PhD  in 
history  from  the  University  of  Washington  in 
Seattle. 

Kathryn  Sullivan  has  moved  to 
Delacorte  Press,  Random  House  children’s 
books,  as  a senior  editor  working  on 
middle-grade  and  young-adult  books. 

Jessica  Schulberg  finished  her  first 
year  at  the  University  of  Arizona  James 
E.  Rogers  College  of  Law  in  Tucson,  Ariz. 
She  won  the  Mary  Anne  Richey  Public 
Service  Scholarship  from  the  Arizona 
Women  Lawyers  Association.  She  also  won 
second  place  in  the  2014  Richard  Grand 
Legal  Writing  Contest.  She  was  a summer 
associate  at  Boies,  Schiller  & Flexner  in 
Washington,  D.C, 

Ritu  Khanna 
khanna.ritu@gmail.com 

2005 

10th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Participation  19%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $32,998  • Total  All  Giving  $39,739 

Class  of  2005,  you  rule.  More  to  come  in 
the  next  issue.  Love  always,  Deena. 

Deena  B.  Shanker 

845.551.0173 

deena.shanker@gmail.com 

2006 

Total  Participation  18%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $10,819  ■ Total  All  Giving  $12,044 

In  May,  Lora  Lithgow  Dever  was 

appointed  the  head  of  St.  James  Episcopal 
School  in  Austin,  Texas. 

Amalia  Holub  graduated  from  MIT  with 
a master’s  in  city  planning,  with  a focus  on 
sustainable  transportation  planning  and 
policy. 

Rebecca  Cooper  Nadis  and  Tracy 
Massel  both  graduated  from  Harvard 
Business  School.  Becky  will  be  working  for 
Bain  & Company  consulting  and  Tracy  will 
work  at  the  Hospital  for  Special  Surgery. 
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Emily  Shaw  and  David  Campbell  were 
married  at  Lakeside,  Mich.,  with  friends 
including  the  critically  acclaimed  author  of 
young-adult  books  Hailey  Bondy,  Lindsay 
Korotkin,  and  the  newly  minted  Texas 
attorney  Hannah  Vahl. 

Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Summers  was 
also  married  this  summer.  She  now  lives  in 
Alexandria,  Va.,  with  her  husband. 

Christina  Giiiberti  was  endorsed 
by  the  local  Democratic  committee  to 
run  for  a seat  on  the  village  of  Irvington’s 
board  of  trustees.  This  is  Christina’s  first 
run  for  office  and  she  was  sure  to  make 
mention  of  Barnard  in  her  acceptance 
speech,  as  did  the  committee  member, 
the  sitting  trustee  who  had  nominated 
her,  and  one  of  the  keynote  speakers  and 
Westchester  County  Democratic  Committee 
Chairwoman  Suzanne  Berger ’78. 

Eskedar  Getahun  also  reported 
connecting  with  a Barnard  alumna.  Eskedar 
recently  moved  to  Ithaca  to  pursue  her 
MBA  at  the  Johnson  Graduate  School  of 
Management  at  Cornell  University.  At  the 
new-students  welcome  event,  Eskedar 
met  Elizabeth  Kraushar  ’09,  and  the  two 
Barnard  alumnae  found  that  they  will  once 
again  be  attending  school  together. 

Kate  Liberman  graduated  from 
Mount  Sinai  School  of  Medicine  in  2011 
with  distinction  in  research  and  medical 
education.  Since  then,  she  has  been  doing 
her  residency  as  an  anesthesiologist  at 
Brigham  and  Women’s  Hospital  in  Boston. 
She  was  just  accepted  to  a fellowship  in 
cardiothoracic  anesthesiology  and  has  a 
special  interest  in  international  medicine, 
having  previously  worked  in  Bolivia, 
Honduras,  and  Rwanda. 


Alex  Stevens 
alexstevens3@gmail.com 

Sarah  McNally  Zlotoff 
sarahzlotoff@gmail.com 


Reuters  anthology 
Entertainment, 
Publishing,  and  the  Arts  Handbook.  The 
article,  “Finding  Reality  in  the  Right  of 
Publicity,"  was  first  published  in  the  Cardozo 
Law  Review.  Korotkin  earned  her  JD  at  the 


An  article  by 
Lindsay  Korotkin 

has  been  selected 
for  publication  in 
the  2014  edition  of 
the  Thomson 


Benjamin  N.  Cardozo  School  of  Law  In 
2013.  She  is  an  associate  at  Sabety  -i- 
Associates,  a boutique  intellectual-property 
firm.  She  also  serves  as  pro  bono  counsel 
to  emerging  artists.  At  Barnard,  she  majored 
in  art  history  and  won  the  Nancy  Hoffman 
Prize  and  the  Aileen  Majia  Pratt  Arts 
Research  Grant. 


2007 

Total  Participation  14%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $8,935  ■ Total  All  Giving  $262,685 

Shakthi  Jothianandan 
917.655.3167 
shakthij@gmail.  com 


2008 

Total  Participation  18%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $9,367  ■ Total  All  Giving  $17,252 

Hannah  Baker  traveled  around  to  music 
events  this  summer  but  has  now  moved  to 
Cambridge,  where  she  is  excited  to  begin 
a new  job  as  music-school  coordinator  at 
the  legendary  Club  Passim  and  pursue  her 
musical  aspirations  as  a fiddler  and  vocalist 
in  the  amazing  Boston  roots-music  scene. 

Idris  Leppla  is  beginning  her  psychiatry 
residency  at  Johns  Hopkins. 

Aditi  Nigam  has  been  in  New  Delhi, 
working  with  the  Center  for  Disease 
Dynamics,  Economics  & Policy  since 
2011  as  a senior  research  analyst.  Since 
Barnard,  she’s  earned  her  master’s  in 
international  affairs  from  Columbia’s  School 
of  International  and  Public  Affairs,  attended 
the  London  School  of  Economics  as  an 
exchange  student,  skydived,  traveled  India, 
and  started  a photography  website.  She 
is  excited  to  attend  Genevieve  Chung’s 
wedding  in  Hong  Kong. 

Judith  Meer  is  living  on  a sailboat  on 
the  Hudson,  entering  her  final  year  of  a 
physical  therapy  PhD  from  NYU.  She  is  an 
outdoor  guide  for  the  company  Discover 
Outdoors,  a certified  personal  trainer,  and  a 
self-defense  teacher. 

Naomi  Wiener  Kornhauser  and  her 
husband,  Aaron,  would  like  to  announce 
the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Hannah  Brooke. 
They  hope  she  will  be  a Barnard  womani 

Rachel  Levine  Baruch  had  a baby 
boy,  Noam  Lev,  in  March.  She  is  entering 
her  final  year  of  a clinical  psychology  PhD 


program  at  Fordham  University.  ij 

Laura  Spiekerman  left  Imprint 
Capital,  where  she  focused  on  emerging-  j 
markets  investments,  to  join  startup  Knox  ■ 

Payments.  She’d  love  to  connect  with  any  | 
alumnae  living  in  the  Bay  Area  or  working  in  t 
tech  and  entrepreneurship.  ,| 

Adrienne  Stillman  graduated  top  of  ' 

her  class  from  the  accelerated  wine  and  j 

beverage  program  at  the  Culinary  Institute  of  i 
America,  then  passed  the  certified  sommelier 
exam  administered  by  the  Court  of  Master 
Sommeliers.  She  and  Alexa  Scordato  ’07 
represented  their  company,  Dipsology,  at 
Tales  of  the  Cocktail  in  New  Orleans. 

Anna  Durrett  married  Daniel  Magliocco 
in  San  Francisco  this  year.  They  live  in 
Williamsburg,  Brooklyn.  She  works  as 
press  secretary  for  Jeff  Klein,  New  York 
state  senate  coleader,  and  would  love  to 
reconnect  with  Brooklyn  and  Bay  Area 
Barnard  ladies. 

Ann  Klibaner  Sultan  (LAW  ’11) 
relocated  to  greater  D.C.  with  her  husband, 
Harold  (GSAS  ’12),  and  son,  Robert.  She 
joined  the  international  practice  at  law 
firm  Miller  & Chevalier.  She  specializes  in 
Foreign  Corrupt  Practices  Act  investigations 
and  travels  the  world,  and  welcomed  a 
daughter,  Abigail,  last  September. 

Kira  Garvin  completed  her  MBA  in 
sustainable  business  at  Baruch  College’s 
Zicklin  School  of  Business. 

Rachel  Rendsburg  Abrams  and  her 
husband.  Josh,  welcomed  a baby  girl,  Zoe 
Shula,  in  April.  Rachel  graduated  with  a 
master’s  degree  in  dance  education  from 
NYU  in  2013. 

Sarah  Cohen  Salenger  and  Jenifer 
Salenger  ’07  welcomed  their  first  child,  and 
possible  future  member  of  the  Barnard 
Class  of  2036,  Amelia  Rose,  into  the  world 
in  April. 

Ashley  Pandolfi  received  her  PhD 
from  Albert  Einstein  College  of  Medicine’s 
cell  biology  department.  She  studies 
leukemia  and  lymphoma,  and  is  now 
continuing  to  complete  the  MD  part  of  her 
M D/PhD  degree. 

Laurie  Rabinowitz 
973.477.0656 

LaurieRabinowitz@gmail.  com 

Reim  AtabanI 
702.280.0563 
reim.atabani@gmail.  com 
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2009 

Total  Participation  26%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $12,243  • Total  All  Giving  $15,693 

Class  Officers  201 4-201 9:  President, 

Sarah  Besnoff;  Vice  President,  Brittany 
Pavon-Suriel;  Correspondents,  Alexandra 
Loizzo-Desai,  Nicole  Economou 

On  July  6,  2013,  Amy  Frost 
married  Chris  Boyd  at  the  Church 
of  St.  Christopher  in  Red  Hook,  N.Y, 

Amy  delighted  in  having  her  dear  friends 
and  sisters  by  her  side  (Theo  Balcomb, 
Julia  Bloch,  and  Erica  Seldin);  some 
even  traveled  from  other  continents  for  the 
festivities.  Amy  and  Chris  now  live  in  the 
Bronx  and  teach  in  public  schools  there. 

Samantha  Song  taught  at  a Title  I all- 
girls charter  school  for  the  past  five  years. 
During  that  time,  she  received  a master’s 
in  childhood  education.  Life  as  an  educator 
was  a tremendous  journey  of  personal  and 
professional  growth.  Last  year  was  her 
final  one  teaching  third  grade  at  the  school. 
This  fall  she  began  studying  international 
education  policy  at  Harvard  University. 
Samantha  aims  to  work  for  organizations 
that  provide  educational  opportunities  to 
women  in  developing  countries. 

Hannah  Kass  married  Benjamin 
Jack  (SEAS  ’07)  on  May  25,  2014.  Fellow 
Barnard  ’09ers  Hema  Bajaj,  Emily 
Bickford  Jones,  and  Julie  Maiyn  were 
strong,  beautiful  bridesmaids,  and  many 
other  Barnard  friends  attended.  This  past 
year,  Hannah  served  as  the  founding 
English  teacher  at  Stephen  T.  Mather 
Building  Arts  & Craftsmanship  High 
School,  a new  public  school  in  Manhattan 
that  is  partnered  with  the  National  Park 
Service.  Hannah  will  continue  to  teach 
English  and  will  take  on  the  role  of  ninth- 
grade  team  leader  at  Mather  in  the  coming 
school  year. 

Ellen  Lacey  is  back  in  school  full  time 
working  on  premed  classes  and  managing  a 
youth  shelter  at  night  in  Lexington,  Ky.  She 
has  settled  in  the  state  after  doing  clinical 
research  there  for  four  years,  though  she 
was  formerly  in  research  at  Yale.  She 
shares  her  home  with  her  partner,  Luke,  and 
2-year-oid  daughter,  Charlotte  Box-Lacey~ 
hopefully  future  class  of  20341  She  plans  to 
apply  to  medical  school  in  June  2015. 

Rose  Karon  married  Doug  Tilley  on 
May  24  at  V Madrone  Cellars,  a winery 
owned  by  the  groom’s  family  in  St.  Helena, 


Calif.  Stephanie  Turner  officiated,  and 
Anne  Epstein,  Jacqueline  Kazarian, 

Katherine  Kazarian  ’12,  Aviva  Erlich 
Leibowitz,  and  Deborah  Li  attended. 

After  three  wonderful  years  teaching 
French,  theatre,  and  health  and  wellness 
at  Woodside  Priory  School,  a Benedictine 
middle  and  high  school  in  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  area,  Cynthia  Sleight  decided  to 
work  her  way  around  the  world.  She  is 
currently  helping  out  at  a bed  and  breakfast 
near  Monet’s  gardens  an  hour  outside  of 
Paris.  This  winter,  she  will  be  traveling  to 
Southeast  Asia  and  New  Zealand.  If  there 
are  any  strong,  beautiful  Barnard  women 
who  would  like  to  join  her  along  the  way, 
or  who  reside  in  any  of  those  places,  she 
would  love  to  hear  from  them. 

Alexandra  Loizzo-Desai 
A lexandra.  v.  loizzo@gmail.  com 

Nicole  Economou 
nicole.economou@gmail.com 


2010 

5th  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Total  Participation  21%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $7,712  • Total  All  Giving  $9,412 

Samantha  Taube  recently  completed  her 
first  year  at  Columbia  Business  School  and 
an  internship  in  marketing  with  Spotify.  She 
is  looking  forward  to  a second  year  and 
discovering  a new  career  ahead. 

On  August  31 , 2014,  Sara  Arrow 
married  Daniel  Greenberg  (CC  ’10)  at  the 
Museum  of  Jewish  Heritage  in  New  York 
City.  Many  former  Barnard  and  Columbia 
classmates  attended.  The  two  split  their 
time  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
where  Sara  is  a third-year  student  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  Law  School. 

Sarah  Blakley-Cartwright  received 
a scholarship  from  the  Aspen  Writers’ 
Foundation  to  edit  a manuscript  in  progress 
at  the  Aspen  Institute.  She  also  works 
with  James  Sanders  and  Associates,  an 
architecture  firm  based  in  New  York  City. 

Jessica  Stevenson,  vice  president 
at  Morgan  Stanley  Wealth  Management, 
married  Frank  Desjardins  IV,  senior 
consultant  at  IBM,  at  Brotherhood, 
America’s  oldest  winery,  on  June  7. 
Alexandra  Nossett  (GSAPP  ’10)  was  the 
maid  of  honor.  Lauren  DeVestern,  Ashley 
Lannquist,  Yolanda  Lannquist,  and  Mei 


Feng  (Annie)  Zhang  were  bridesmaids. 
Stan  German  (CC  ’10),  Ksenia  Gutsol, 
Elzbieta  (Ela)  Jacek,  and  Lisa  Jiang 
(SEAS ’10)  attended. 

Acadia  Roher  recently  completed  a 
10-month  fellowship  in  which  she  helped 
implement  Liberating  Structures  methods 
of  increasing  workplace  creativity  and 
innovation  around  the  country.  She  is  in  the 
process  of  starting  a nonprofit  consulting 
collective  with  three  fellow  alumni  from 
the  Clinton  School  of  Public  Service  at  the 
University  of  Arkansas. 

Holly  Menten-Weil  and  Brady  Kelly 
celebrated  their  marriage  on  July  12  in 
Uchaux,  France,  with  longtime  friends 
Carina  Lorenz  '11 , who  was  the  maid  of 
honor,  and  Elizabeth  Richardson  ’11.  Holly 
and  Brady  currently  live  in  London,  where 
Holly  works  as  a climate-change  policy 
advisor  for  the  U.K.  Department  of  Energy 
and  Climate  Change. 

Danielle  Jakob  has  been  living 
in  Harlem  and  working  in  the  Barnard 
admissions  office  since  the  fall  of  2011 . She 
is  still  smiling  from  Mollie  Fox’s  Cape  Cod 
wedding  to  Jason  Parsont  (CC  ’04)  in  July. 
The  event  brought  together  Talia  Arbit, 
Natalia  Cohen,  Jonah  Liben  (GS/JTS  ’11), 
Noelle  Marcus,  Jessica  Miiberg-Haydu, 
who  is  nearing  the  end  of  her  service  with 
the  Peace  Corps  in  Thailand,  Sarah  Soffes 
(CC  ’10),  and  Alberta  Wright.  Elinor 
Noble  was  sorely  missed. 

Marci  Leveillee  moved  to  Philadelphia 
in  May  and  started  a new  job  as 
development  associate  at  Philadelphia 
Youth  Network. 

Last,  Sally  Davis  married  Gregory 
Wasserman  on  July  26  in  Boston.  In 
attendance  were  bridesmaids  Christine 
Maloney  ’11 , Hayley  Negrin,  Emelie 
Taube  (CC  ’10),  and  Samantha  Taube. 
Mary  Billington  and  Catherine  Rice  ’11 
attended. 

Sally  Davis 

Sallynda  vis@gmail.  com 

2011 

Total  Participation  19%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $5,243  • Total  All  Giving  $7,958 

Skylar  Cozen  is  living  in  Los  Angeles 
and  working  in  interior  design  and  project 
management.  She  recently  got  engaged. 

Francesca  Gottardo  is  a marketing 
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manager  for  investment  banking  at  S&P 
Capital  IQ.  She  still  resides  in  New  York. 

Naima  Green  graduated  in  May  with 
her  master’s  in  art  and  art  education  from 
Teachers  College.  She  teaches  studio  art  in 
Park  Slope  and  is  working  on  her  first  book. 

Sade  Joseph  works  in  production  full 
time  at  ABC  Disney  for  the  daytime  talk 
show  The  View.  She  is  currently  directing 
her  first  feature  documentary,  Dreamers, 
which  will  focus  on  the  lives  of  several 
undocumented  young  students  living  in 
New  York  City. 

Alexandra  Katz  is  a paralegal  at  the 
federal  public  defender's  office.  She  is 
also  the  coexecutive  director  of  the  Focus 
Forward  Project,  a nonprofit  dedicated 
to  providing  people  charged  with  federal 
crimes  with  an  educational  and  emotional 
outlet  through  a 12-week  program.  She 
began  law  school  in  the  fall. 

Naima  Green 
naimapa  trice@gmail.  com 

Sonal  Kumar 

sonalkumar201 1@gmail.com 

2012 

Total  Participation  19%  ■ Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $4,958  ■ Total  All  Giving  $10,108 

Rachel  Abady  freelanced  in  production  at 
ABC  on  the  Live!  With  Kelly  show  starting 
in  May  2012.  Shortly  after,  she  was  a video- 
curation  intern  for  AOL  and  The  Huffington 
Post.  She  was  hired  full  time  as  a video 
programming  manager  after  eight  months; 
she  spent  a terrific  two  years  at  AOL.  She 
left  AOL  in  July  2014  and  started  her  new 
job  as  the  audience  development  manager 
for  video  at  The  New  York  Times.  She  lives 
in  Park  Slope,  Brooklyn,  and  visits  Barnard 
when  she’s  on  the  Upper  West  Side. 

Stefie  Gan  celebrates  one  year  at  the 
Barnard  Center  for  Career  Development  as 
assistant  to  the  director  of  budget  planning. 

Jael  Goldstein  finished  a dual  master’s 
degree  in  education  and  Jewish  studies 
and  Hebrew  and  Judaic  studies  at  NYU  this 
summer.  Starting  in  September,  she  began 
teaching  middle  school  Jewish  studies 
at  the  Solomon  Schechter  Day  School  of 
Bergen  County. 

Victoria  Pollack  recently  returned  from 
South  Africa,  where  she  worked  with  the 
HIV/AIDS-affected  mothers  and  children  of 


the  organization  Nkosi’s  Haven.  She  worked 
with  a team  of  teaching  artists  through 
the  organization  artsINSIDEOUT.  She  also 
spent  time  in  the  U.K.  rehearsing  for  Minetti, 
which  had  performances  at  the  Barbican  in 
London  and  the  Royal  Lyceum  in  Edinburgh 
as  part  of  the  Edinburgh  International 
Festival  in  August.  She  looks  forward  to 
entering  her  second  year  of  MFA  studies 
at  the  Juilliard  School  when  she  returns  to 
New  York  in  September. 

Madalena  Provo  was  accepted  into 
the  Actors  Theatre  of  Louisville’s  43rd 
Apprentice  Company  as  an  apprentice  for 
a highly  competitive  nine-month  program. 
She  will  receive  practical  and  experiential 
training  at  one  of  the  nation’s  leading 
regional  theatres. 

Yamit  Remz  married  Elisha  Friedman, 
son  of  Marsha  Harris  Friedman  ’87,  on 
August  24  in  Newton,  Mass.  Rebecca  Eis 
hosted  a bridal  shower  for  Yamit. 

Astrika  Wilhelm  is  clerking  for  the 
chief  counsel  of  the  United  States  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers  this  fall. 

Astrika  Wilhelm 
402.871.8227 

astrika.  elizabeth.  wilhelm@gmail.  com 


2013 

Total  Participation  22%  • Total  Annual  Fund 
Giving  $5,241  • Total  All  Giving  $28,071 

Claire  Wu  has  been  teaching  seventh- 
grade  math  and  sixth-grade  science  at 
a Title  I public  charter  school  in  Dallas. 

She  received  her  teaching  certification  in 
September. 

After  completing  11  months  of  service 
in  the  South  Bronx  with  City  Year- 
AmeriCorps,  Claudia  Ma  started  a new  job 
as  a research  assistant  at  Weill  Cornell’s 
cardiology  department.  She  looks  forward 
to  returning  to  science  and  medicine  and 
exploring  clinical  research. 

Andrea  Buhler  is  a cofounder  of 
PHOG  Water,  a social  venture  that  harvests 
pure  water  directly  from  clouds  and  fog 
with  the  mission  to  expand  clean  water 
access  worldwide.  With  the  support  of 
Princeton  University’s  entrepreneur  lab, 
Buhler  and  her  team  successfully  tested 
a pilot  site  on  the  Caribbean  island  of  St. 
Vincent  that  can  produce  millions  of  liters 
of  water  a year.  PHOG  Water  has  been 
working  on  providing  a locally  sourced 


and  environmentally  conscious  bottled- 
water  option  in  the  Caribbean,  while 
providing  resources  for  people  to  start  their 
own  cloud-  and  fog-collection  systems 
worldwide. 

In  August,  Jessica  Shollenberger 

began  her  PhD  in  English  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Kira  Parks  started  her  second  and 
final  year  at  Columbia  School  of  Social 
Work.  She  has  been  working  toward  a 
master’s  degree  with  a focus  in  advanced 
clinical  with  the  specialty  of  health,  mental 
health,  and  disabilities.  Kira  is  in  her 
second  internship  at  Columbia  Presbyterian 
Hospital,  where  she  is  excited  to  spend  time 
with  Samantha  Bernard,  who  works  full 
time  in  a different  division  of  the  hospital. 

Allison  Poirier 

508.505.5883 

allison.lee.poirier@gmail.com 

2014 

1st  Reunion  May  28-31,  2015 

Class  Officers  201 4-201 9:  Copresidents, 
Aliza  Massine,  Nina  Limaye;  Vice  President, 
Alexandra  Strycula;  Correspondents,  Michal 
Dicker,  liana  Zucker-Scharff 

Two  weeks  after  commencement,  Heidi 
Keller  Yeh  married  Jihsiang  Yeh  (SEAS 
’14). 

Christina  Phan  started  working  as 
a full-time  legal  assistant  at  Tory  Burch 
headquarters  in  New  York. 

Elianna  Kaplowitz  started  working 
as  a clinical  research  coordinator  at  the 
Hospital  for  Special  Surgery  alongside 
classmate  Aislinn  Crank. 

Gladyn  Innocent  has  relocated 
to  downtown  Brooklyn  and  is  working 
full  time  for  Goldman  Sachs  in  Human 
Capital  Management,  supporting  the  firm’s 
securities  division. 

Veronica  Lai  is  traveling  to  Vi  Thanh, 
Vietnam,  as  a teaching  fellow  of  English 
with  Princeton  in  Asia  for  nine  months. 
Before  this  she  traveled  to  Malaysia  and 
Singapore  with  her  friends  and  family. 

One  week  after  graduation,  Julia 
An  started  working  at  Polskin  Arts  & 
Communications  Counselors,  a division  of 
Finn  Partners. 

Jessica  Whitium-Cooper  is  in  the 

process  of  packing  up  her  life  in  New  York. 
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After  a summer  of  working  at  Barnard,  she 
is  heading  to  Amsterdam  to  start  a program 
in  comparative  literature  at  the  University  of 
Amsterdam, 

Camille  Gallardo  works  in  the  legal 
affairs  department  at  the  Uruguayan 
Permanent  Mission  for  the  United  Nations, 
while  also  serving  as  a fencing  instructor  for 
inner-city  children  at  the  GO  Project  and  for 
military  veterans  at  the  Fencers  Club. 

Alexandra  Strycula,  our  class  vice 
president,  is  pursuing  a career  in  theatrical 
administration  by  working  as  a digital-media 
trafficker  at  Situation  Interactive. 

Michal  Dicker  celebrated  her 
marriage  to  Josh  Halpern,  a member  of 
the  Harvard  Law  School  class  of  2017, 
on  August  25,  2013.  There  was  much 
Barnard  pride  among  the  wedding  party, 
which  included  the  bride's  mother,  Carolyn 
Hochstadter  Dicker  '84;  her  father,  Adam 
Dicker  (CC  '84);  her  father-in-law,  Ethan 
Halpern  (CC  '81);  her  sisters-in-law,  Shira 
Halpern  '19  and  Tamar  Katz  Halpern  '12; 
and  bridesmaids  Danielle  Deluty,  Talia 
Harcsztark  '13,  and  Gila  Schwarzschild  '13. 

Nina  Kretzmer  Seed  is  thrilled 
to  announce  that  she  and  Gabriel 
Kretzmer  Seed  (GS/JTS  'll)  were  married 
on  June  15.  In  attendance  were  many 
students  and  alumnae,  including  Gillian 
(Gilah)  Barker  '15,  Laurie  Dien  '82,  Jael 
Goldstein  '12,  Liat  Segal  Graber  '11 , 

Hannah  Mackler’11,  Michal  Richardson 
'06,  and  Karen  Roelofsen  Winkler  '11 . The 
newest  alumnae  attending  were  Madeline 
Richer,  Rachel  Schwarzman,  and 
bridesmaids  Deborah  Sachare,  Shira 
Lupkin,  and  Miriam  Lynch. 

Hana  Zucker-Scharff 
iazuckerscharff@gmail.  com 

Michal  Dicker 
trestennis524@gmail.com 


Obituaries 


Eileen  Otte  Ford 

’43,  who  cofounded 
Ford  Models  and 
launched  the 
careers  of  some  of 
the  world's  most 
famous  models  and 
actors,  died  in  July 
at  the  age  of  92.  Together  with  her  husband 
and  agency  cofounder,  Gerard  Ford,  Eileen 
Ford  helped  transform  modeling  into  the 
highly  professional,  multibillion-dollar 
industry  it  is  today. 

At  Barnard,  Ford  studied  psychology. 

She  met  her  husband  when  he  was  at 
officers'  school  on  Columbia's  campus. 
While  Gerard  served  in  the  Pacific,  Eileen, 
who  herself  had  done  some  modeling, 
began  acting  as  an  informal  agent  for 
several  model  friends.  When  her  husband 
returned,  they  formalized  that  work  and 
launched  an  agency  in  their  Second  Avenue 
apartment. 

At  the  time,  the  modeling  industry  was 
highly  exploitative,  with  models  negotiating 
their  own  wages  and  going  months  without 
payment.  Among  other  things,  the  Fords 
instituted  a voucher  system,  through  which 
they  would  pay  the  models  up  front,  then 
recoup  wages  from  clients;  clients  who 
did  not  pay  would  be  barred  from  using 
Ford  models. 

Those  who  got  their  starts  with  the 
Fords  include  Suzy  Parker,  Jane  Fonda, 
Candice  Bergen,  Lauren  Hutton,  Brooke 
Shields,  Christie  Brinkley,  and  Naomi 
Campbell.  Martha  Kostyra  Stewart  '63 
worked  as  a Ford  model  during  her  years 
at  Barnard. 

Throughout  her  career.  Ford  was  known 
not  only  for  representing  the  models  but  for 
coaching  and  nurturing  them,  chaperoning 
them  to  museum  classes  and  letting  the 
youngest  stay  at  her  home.  She  was  also 
known— and  sometimes  criticized— for 
enforcing  her  personally  held  beliefs  about 
beauty,  favoring  an  all-American  girl-next- 
door  look  that  included  blue,  wide-set  eyes 
and  a straight  nose. 

In  the  mid-1990s,  daughter  Katie  Ford 
took  over  the  agency.  The  family  sold  it 
to  an  investment  bank  in  2007.  Gerard 
Ford  died  in  2008  at  83.  Eileen  Ford  is 
survived  by  four  children,  her  brother,  eight 
grandchildren,  and  five  great-grandchildren. 


Anne  Loesser 
Hollander  ’52, 

a scholar  whose 
writing  fused  art 
history  with  the 
study  of  fashion 
and  style,  died  in 
July  at  the  age  of 
83.  In  her  meticulously  researched  essays 
and  books,  she  explored  what  clothing 
reveals  about  people  and  what  it  often 
says  about  the  subjects  of  well-known 
works  of  art.  An  independent  scholar, 
Hollander  is  widely  considered  one  of 
the  first  to  give  the  study  of  fashion  and 
costume  an  academic  legitimacy.  Her  first 
book.  Seeing  Through  Clothes,  published 
in  1978,  looked  at  how  clothing  and  the 
body  are  represented  in  Western  art  and 
was  considered  highly  influential.  In  2002, 
Hollander  helped  organize  an  exhibition  at 
the  National  Gallery  in  London,  “Fabric  of 
Vision:  Dress  and  Drapery  in  Painting,”  for 
which  she  also  wrote  the  catalog.  She  wrote 
the  introduction  to  a 2005  book  of  Richard 
Avedon's  photographs  of  women.  Woman  in 
the  Mirror.  She  also  served  for  a time  as  the 
fashion  columnist  for  the  online  magazine 
Slate.  In  addition  to  writing,  Hollander  was 
a fellow  of  the  NYU  New  York  Institute  for 
the  Humanities,  and,  in  the  1990s,  was 
president  of  the  PEN  American  Center.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  Thomas  Nagel, 
emeritus  professor  of  philosophy  and  law 
at  NYU,  Martha  Hollander  and  Elizabeth 
Hollander  '84,  daughters  from  a previous 
marriage  to  the  poet  John  Hollander,  and 


Joan  Molinsky 
(Rivers)  ’54,  a 

groundbreaking 
comedian  known  for 
her  biting  wit  and 
cutting  one-liners 
about  everyone— 
most  notably 
herself— passed  away  in  September  after 
suffering  cardiac  arrest  during  a medical 
procedure.  She  was  81.  Long  considered 
one  of  the  hardest-working  people  in  show 
business,  she  became  a comedian  at  a time 
when  stand-up  comedy  was  mostly  the 
purview  of  men.  In  an  obituary.  The  New 
York  Times  described  her  as  “one  of 
America's  first  successful  female  stand-up 
comics  in  an  aggressive  vein  that  had  been 
almost  exclusively  the  province  of  men. 
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from  Don  Rickies  to  Lenny  Bruce.  And  she 
was  a role  model  and  an  inspiration  for 
tough-talking  comedians  like  Roseanne 
Barr,  Sarah  Silverman,  and  countless 
others." 

Raised  in  Brooklyn  and  Larchmont,  N.Y., 
Rivers  studied  English  and  anthropology 
at  Barnard,  where  she  was  also  active  in 
the  drama  club  Wigs  and  Cues.  Issues  of 
Barnard  Bulletin  from  1953  write  about  her 
leading  roles  in  Irish  drama  Juno  and  the 
Paycock  and  in  a performance  of  a scene 
from  the  Sidney  Kingsley  play  Detective 
Story. 

Her  big  break  occurred  on  Johnny 
Carson's  The  Tonight  Show  in  the  1960s, 
where  she  also  worked  as  a substitute 
host  for  almost  two  decades  before 
leaving  to  host  her  own  late-night  show 
on  the  fledgling  Fox  network.  In  the  late 
1980s  Rivers  endured  several  setbacks; 
her  show,  which  sparked  a falling-out  with 
Carson,  was  canceled;  her  husband  of  22 
years  committed  suicide;  and  she  and  her 
daughter,  Melissa,  were  estranged. 

However,  she  reinvented  herself  and 
launched  her  own  daytime  TV  talk  show, 
for  which  she  won  a Daytime  Emmy  in 
1990.  Over  the  years  she  has  appeared 
on  countless  TV  shows  and  stages  and 


In  Memoriam 

1934  Dorothy  Doan  Baker 

May  25,  2014 

1937  Ethel  Flesche  Hofmann 

June  30,  2014 

1939  Claire  Stern  Tobey 

January  6,  2002 

Ruth  Cummings  McKee 

September  30,  2013 

Gertrude  Oxenfeldt 

January  24,  2014 

Catherine  McPolan  McEniry 

July  22,  2014 

1941  Elizabeth  Lotz  Blodgett 

June  20,  2011 

Marie  Walbridge  McChesney 

March  10,  2014 

Verna  Mayberry  Alexander 

June  28,  2014 


written  several  books.  Most  recently,  she 
hosted  the  popular  TV  show  Fashion  Police, 
was  a QVC  TV  sales  personality  for  the 
Joan  Rivers  collection  of  clothing  and 
accessories,  and  served  as  a frequent  critic 
of  who  wore  what  on  the  red  carpet.  Since 
2013,  she  had  also  been  host  and  producer 
of  a weekly  talk  show  on  YouTube,  In  Bed 
with  Joan,  which  took  place  in  her  bedroom 
in  daughter  Melissa's  house  in  Malibu,  She 
was  the  focus  of  the  highly  regarded  2010 
documentary  Joan  Rivers:  A Piece  of  Work. 
She  was  a Phi  Beta  Kappa  graduate  and 
received  the  College's  2004  Woman  of 
Achievement  Award. 

Claire  a 

devoted 

benefactor  the 
College,  passed 
away  in  July  after  a 
14-year  battle  with 
amyotrophic 
sclerosis,  also 
known  as  Lou  Gehrig’s  Disease.  Her 
daughter,  Emily  Tow  Jackson  '88,  is  a 
Barnard  trustee,  and  her  granddaughter 
Molly  Tow  '15  is  a current  student.  Claire 
Tow  and  her  husband  of  more  than  60 


1942 

Barbara  Barnes  Boden 

1952 

Anne  Loesser  Hollander 

January  22,  2014 

July  8,  2014 

1943 

Eileen  Otte  Ford 

1954 

Rose  Messina 

July  9,  2014 

May  16,  2013 

Polly  Stembridge  Weaver 

July  10,  2014 

1955 

Margaret  Evermon 

March  5,  2014 

1944 

Enid  Bockius  Raaen 

April  10,  2012 

1956 

Ruth  Lank  Spector 

June  21, 2014 

1947 

Anne  Gibson  Colahan 

May  27,  2014 

1967 

Rhoda  Lange  Friedrichs 

July  9,  2014 

1948 

Shirley  Wilcox  Dermond 

May  3,  2014 

1976 

Caroline  Schulz-Chechen 

Ruth  Josephson  Vine 

August  8,  2914 

June  22,  2014 

1981 

Serena  Castelli 

1949 

Griselda  Jackson  Ohannessian 

April  6,  2014 

August  26,  2011 

1982 

Susan  Kahn 

1951 

Theda  Litrides  Harubin 

August  8,  2014 

June  9,  2014 

years,  Leonard,  founded  the  cable-television 
company  Century  Communications 
Corporation;  Claire  Tow  served  as  vice 
president  for  human  resources.  The 
company  spun  off  a wireless  services 
company,  Centennial  Cellular  Corporation. 
The  Tows  sold  both  in  1999.  Leonard  Tow  is 
currently  CEO  of  the  hedge  fund  New 
Century  Holdings.  In  1988  they  founded  the 
Tow  Foundation,  of  which  Claire  served  as 
president.  Linder  her  leadership,  the 
foundation  established  multiple  funds  to 
support  important  Barnard  initiatives, 
including  the  Tow  Foundation  Public  Service 
Internship  Program,  the  Tow  Research 
Fellowships,  the  Tow  Professorships  for 
Distinguished  Scholars  and  Practitioners, 
and  the  Tow  Award  for  Innovative  and 
Outstanding  Pedagogy  at  the  College.  In  a 
New  York  Times  obituary.  President  Debora 
Spar  wrote,  “In  all  of  these  realms,  our 
faculty  and  students  have  benefited  beyond 
measure  from  Claire’s  love  of  education  and 
spirit  of  giving."  She  is  survived  by  Leonard, 
three  children  and  their  spouses— Frank 
Tow  and  Ronnie  Klein,  Andrew  and 
Kathleen  Tow,  and  Emily  and  Dean 
Jackson— and  eight  grandchildren. 
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Scholarship 

Support  Goes 

Global 

• 

An  increasing  need  leads 
to  extraordinary  efforts 
to  encourage  financial 
support 


by  Sherry  Karabin 


It’s  been  just  over  a year  since  Christine 
Mar  ’65  was  on  an  eight-month  trip  to 
New  York  City,  working  in  Barnard’s 
development  office  on  fund-raising  and 
alumnae  outreach.  She  returned  to  Hong 
Kong  in  November  2013  and  reactivated 
ties  to  the  Barnard  Club  of  Hong  Kong,  a 
vibrant  club  that  she  helped  establish,  and 
where  she  continues  to  serve  as  a director 
and  volunteer  fund-raiser.  In  Hong  Kong, 
Mar  rekindled  her  fund-raising  activities — 
asking  Barnard  alumnae  there  to  provide 
assistance  for  Asian  students  from 
China,  Hong  Kong,  Vietnam,  Cambodia, 
Thailand,  and  the  Philippines  to  attend 
Barnard.  Within  five  months,  she  had 
helped  raise  more  than  8150,000. 

For  the  scholarship  fund-raising  effort. 
Mar  partnered  with  Long  Island  native 
Angela  Bow  ’85,  currently  president 
and  a director  of  the  Barnard  Club  of 
Hong  Kong.  Although  neither  Mar  nor 
Bow  received  financial  aid  as  Barnard 
students,  they  recognize  the  importance 
and  impact  of  scholarship  support.  “While 
historically  very  few  students  from  Asia 
have  requested  financial  aid,  in  the  past 
five  years,  we  have  seen  the  numbers  trend 
upwards,”  says  Bow. 


Photographs  by  Ron  Yue 


Mar  called  all  84  names  on  the  Hong 
Kong  alumnae  list  to  explain  the  concept 
and  persuade  the  person  on  the  other 
end  about  the  very  real  need  for  support. 
While  there  are  many  different  financial- 
aid  options  open  to  U.S.  citizens  and 
permanent  residents  applying  to  college, 
the  resources  are  limited  for  international 
students. 

“For  international  students  who 
complete  the  form  to  be  considered 
for  financial  aid,  we  initially  review  the 
applications  focusing  primarily  on  their 
academic  and  personal  merits,”  says 
Jennifer  Fondiller  ’88,  dean  of  enrollment 
management  at  Barnard  College.  “We 
provide  some  full  and  partial  scholarships, 
but  we  cannot  provide  funding  for  all  the 
exceptional  international  students  who 
apply,  which  is  disheartening.” 

According  to  Beth  Mauro,  executive 
director  of  individual  giving  at  Barnard, 
there  are  limited  financial-aid  resources 
for  the  increasing  numbers  of  international 
applicants.  “We  are  especially  grateful 
for  efforts  like  the  one  in  Hong  Kong, 
which  allow  us  to  offer  support  to  more 
international  applicants,”  she  says. 

Born  in  Shanghai,  Mar  spent  eight 


BARNARD  MAGAZINE  FALL  2014  69 


SOURCES 

SCHOLARSHIP 


10-29-14 


Every  Day  Can  Be 
Giving  Day  at  Barnard 
College! 

Thank  you  to  all  our 
Giving  Day  2014  donors. 
Your  generosity  will  help 
extraordinary  Barnard 
students  throughout  the 
year  and  we  are  very 
grateful.  Barnard  is  proud 
to  be  a vibrant  member  of 
the  Columbia  University 
community.  To  see  the  final 
Giving  Day  results  visit 
givingday.columbia.edu. 

If  you  were  not  able  to 
participate  in  Giving 
Day  2014  but  wish  to 
contribute  to  the  College, 
please  make  a gift  at 
barnard.edu/gift  or  call 
212-870-2520. 


BARNARD 


years  in  Hong  Kong  before  emigrating 
with  her  parents  to  New  York.  After 
receiving  her  bachelor’s  degree  in  history 
from  Barnard,  she  lived  in  Japan  and 
Maryland.  She  has  resided  in  Hong  Kong 
since  1982,  but  visits  New  York  annually. 
Fluent  in  three  Chinese  dialects  and 
English,  and  with  some  knowledge  of 
Japanese,  Mar  served  as  Project  HOPE 
Hong  Kong  (now  Children’s  Medical 
Foundation)  Asia  executive  director  for 
12  years,  raising  money  for  a state-of- 
the-art  pediatric  hospital  in  Shanghai  and 
for  programs  to  improve  the  skills  of  the 
pediatricians. 

Bow,  who  is  one  of  four  sisters  to 
attend  Barnard,  now  lives  in  Hong  Kong 
with  her  husband,  Jean  Claude  Humair, 
and  daughters  Alexandra  and  Isabelle. 

A managing  director  at  Credit  Suisse, 

Bow  heads  up  operations  for  Japan 
and  emerging  Asia  markets  and  is  the 
market  leader  for  the  Philippines. 

Says  Bow,  “Christine  had  the  skill  and 
passion,  and  made  the  time  to  fund-raise 
her  priority.  I did  not  have  direct  fund- 
raising experience  and  between  raising 
two  teenage  daughters  and  running  teams 
of  bankers,  I had  very  limited  time.” 
Angela  was,  however,  able  to  tap  into  her 
marketing  skills  and  leverage  her  corporate 
experience  to  boost  the  effort.  The  women 
established  an  ideal  partnership. 

Bow  and  Mar  made  it  clear  to  Hong 
Kong  alumnae  that  the  goal  of  the 
scholarship  fund  is  to  support  the  Barnard 
education  of  the  next  generation  of  female 
leaders  from  Asia.  In  addition,  Bow 
worked  with  Credit  Suisse  to  sponsor  a 
Hong  Kong  reception  for  prospective 
Barnard  students.  The  reception  took 
place  at  the  end  of  August  2014,  and 
attracted  over  50  people,  including 
Barnard’s  director  of  admissions,  Carolyn 
Middleton,  several  alumnae,  and  the  head 
of  the  bank’s  recruitment  office.  Bow 
has  also  partnered  with  the  College’s 
director  of  career  development,  Robert 
Earl,  to  recruit  students  for  internships 
with  Credit  Suisse  in  Asia.  “Schools  like 
Harvard  have  a very  supportive  ‘old  boys 
club,’  and  I am  trying  to  create  a similar 


network  for  Barnard  by  increasing  our 
international  career  development,”  Bow 
says.  “I  am  hoping  to  secure  three  strong 
Barnard  candidates  for  the  five  available 
internships  we  have  in  Asia  this  year.” 

The  scholarship  drive  also  resulted  in 
a fund  created  by  Charles  Target,  whose 
wife,  Lisa  Stewart  ’80,  passed  away  in 
May  2010  after  a long  battle  with  cancer. 
Stewart  built  a successful  investment  firm 
in  Hong  Kong  that  specialized  in  the  Asian 
economy.  “My  wife  was  proud  of  her 
Barnard  experience  and  very  supportive 
of  the  education  Barnard  gives,”  says 
Target.  “Lisa  first  came  to  Asia  from  New 
York  (and  Columbia  Business  School) 
in  her  twenties  and  straightaway  fell  in 
love  with  the  place,  deciding  to  make  her 
career  here.  So  when  the  Barnard  Club  of 
Hong  Kong  initiated  the  scholarship  drive, 
Lisa’s  father.  Bill  Stewart,  and  I thought 
it  brought  Barnard  and  Asia  together  in  a 
way  that  fit  very  well  with  Lisa’s  interests. 

“Our  eldest  son  is  a senior  at  Columbia 
and  that  was  another  link,”  says  Target.  “I 
cannot  think  of  a better  way  to  remember 
Lisa  than  by  supporting  talented  students 
from  Asia  attending  Barnard.” 

Bow  and  Mar  are  optimistic  more 
donations  will  come  in  as  club  members 
and  others  see  the  direct  impact  of  the 
scholarship  funds.  Says  Mar,  “It  is  only 
fitting  that  we,  who  have  benefitted  from 
a Barnard  education,  should  enable  future 
generations  to  benefit  as  well.”  • 
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BEHIND  THE  HEADLINES 

Continued  from  Page  3 

and  importance  of  consent.  We  need  to 
provide,  as  we  do,  a fully  staffed  rape 
crisis  center,  where  survivors  of  assault 
can  receive  expert  confidential  care. 

And,  along  with  others  in  our  sector,  we 
need  to  spread  the  word  about  bystander 
intervention  techniques,  so  that  friends 
and  classmates  can  help  steer  both  women 
and  men  away  from  potentially  abusive 
situations. 

Barnard  has  long  been  actively  engaged 
in  the  push  for  sexual  assault  prevention 
and  response,  and  we  have  entered  the 
academic  year  with  renewed  vigilance 
and  commitment.  Under  the  leadership 
of  Amy  Zavadil,  our  associate  dean  for 
equity  and  Title  IX  coordinator,  members 
of  our  staff  have  been  working  on  multiple 
fronts  to  improve  processes  and  expand 
initiatives  designed  to  meet  the  specific 
needs  of  Barnard  students.  We  conduct 
training  sessions  to  help  students  identify 
and  respond  to  dangerous  situations,  and 
annual  Campus  Climate  Surveys  to  better 
understand  our  students’  sense  of  security. 
We  offer  confidential  counseling  through 
the  Furman  Center  and  both  professional 
and  peer  advocacy  through  the  Rape 
Crisis/Anti-Violence  Support  Center.  We 
have  a wonderful  staff  of  professionals 
and  peer  educators  in  our  Well  Woman 
program,  and  a dedicated  subcommittee 
of  the  Student  Government  Association 
that  meets  regularly  with  Dean  Zavadil  to 
explore  ways  to  improve  Barnard’s  policies 
and  resources.  We  may  not  yet  be  doing 
everything  right,  but  we  are  determined  to 
do  the  very  best  we  can,  working  with  our 
students  and  our  community  to  prevent 
sexual  abuse  from  further  permeating  our 
campus. 

Even  as  we  work  to  expand  our 
resources  and  programs,  however, 
we  also — at  Barnard  and  across  the 
country — need  to  become  more 
comfortable  speaking  about  two  inherently 
uncomfortable  topics:  sexual  norms 
and  alcohol.  With  sex,  the  unease  relates 
to  the  hookup  culture  that  prevails  on 
college  campuses;  a culture  that  prizes 


uncommitted  and  sometimes  even 
anonymous  sex.  Clearly,  hooking  up  is  not 
the  cause  of  sexual  assault,  since  hookup 
sex  explicitly  celebrates  the  willingness 
of  both  partners  to  engage  in  it.  But 
the  propensity  for  nonverbal  cues  to  be 
misread  or  misperceived  in  a hookup 
situation  is  a possibility  that  needs  to  be 
considered  and  discussed,  on  campuses 
and  across  U.S.  society  more  broadly.  To 
that  end,  we  applaud  recent  efforts  such 
as  the  Yes  Means  Yes  campaign,  which 
attempts  to  define  consent  as  explicitly 
“affirmative,  conscious  and  voluntary.” 

The  prevalence  of  binge  and  excessive 
drinking  is  equally  problematic  and 
difficult  to  address.  We  know  that 
drinking — often  heavy  drinking — occurs 
among  the  under-age  population  of  U.S. 
college  campuses.  We  know  and  must 
constantly  insist  that  being  inebriated 
during  episodes  of  sexual  abuse  does 
not  in  any  way  shift  blame  from  the 
perpetrator  to  the  victim.  Yet  excessive 
drinking  is  a problem  for  men  and  women, 
across  all  age  groups.  Counseling  students 
to  drink  wisely  and  carefully  is  not 
blaming  the  victim.  It’s  common  sense. 

On  September  24,  Columbia  released 
aggregate  data  regarding  sexual  assault 
and  adjudication  on  campus.  According 
to  these  statistics,  12  students  reported 
episodes  of  nonconsensual  intercourse 
during  the  course  of  the  2013-14 
academic  year.  Of  these,  four  claims 
were  subsequently  either  withdrawn 
or  the  students  declined  to  pursue  the 
complaints.  Of  the  remaining  eight, 
three  complaints  led  to  the  respondent 
subsequently  being  suspended  from 
or  leaving  the  University;  one  found 
the  respondent  responsible,  and  four 
investigations  were  still  underway. 

On  Barnard’s  side  of  Broadway  we 
find  ourselves  (as  is  so  often  the  case) 
in  a complicated  relationship  with 
Columbia.  Because  students  on  both 
campuses  interact  freely,  Columbia’s 
issues  of  sexual  assault  are  our  issues 
as  well.  If  our  students  report  being 
assaulted  by  a Columbia  student,  then 
both  students — theirs  and  ours — will  go 


through  Columbia’s  adjudication  process. 
Dean  Zavadil  works  closely  with  her 
counterparts  at  Columbia  and  supports 
every  Barnard  student  who  goes  through 
Columbia’s  process.  But  ultimately  the 
process  itself  sits  beyond  our  campus- 
just  as  it  does  in  cases  where  Barnard 
students  report  being  assaulted  by 
students  from  any  other  college  or 
university. 

Despite  these  structural  constraints, 
however,  dealing  with  gender-based 
misconduct  remains  a major  priority 
at  Barnard.  Our  first  responsibility  as 
administrators  is  to  keep  our  students  safe 
and  to  protect  them  as  best  we  possibly 
can  from  any  forms  of  violence  or  assault 
or  harassment.  We  will  continue  to  build 
programs  that  raise  awareness  of  gender- 
based  misconduct  and  create  resources 
that  students  can  turn  to  for  support, 
advice,  and,  if  need  be,  help  in  seeking 
medical  and  legal  assistance.  We  support 
the  efforts  of  students — at  Barnard,  and 
Columbia,  and  across  the  United  States — 
to  speak  up  for  their  rights  and  demand 
justice.  We  applaud  their  efforts  to  garner 
attention  and  create  political  momentum 
around  a problem  that  has  for  too  long 
gone  unheard.  And  we  are  confident  that 
eventually  they,  and  we,  will  succeed.  • 

BRIDGING  THE  GENDER  PAY  GAP 

Continued  from  Page  5 

or  craft  positions,  women  proportionately 
in  health  and  education.” 

But  the  job  market  is  changing.  Blau 
cited  a decreasing  demand  for  workers 
in  the  manufacturing  sector,  traditionally 
the  stronghold  of  men,  and  an  increasing 
demand  for  women  in  lifestyle,  service, 
and  health  industries,  particularly  those 
requiring  strong  interpersonal  skills.  Also, 
women  have  moved  out  of  typically  female 
service  jobs  and  into  more  traditional  male 
professions,  like  law  and  medicine. 

Probing  further,  Blau  cited  recent 
studies  and  experiments,  the  results 
of  which  point  to  both  conscious  and 
unconscious  stereotyping.  “There  is  an 
ongoing  prejudice  [of]  men  not  wanting  to 
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associate  with  women  in  the  marketplace.” 
Hard  to  track,  prejudice  exists  across  a 
broad  spectrum  of  fields  and  occupations, 
and  has  emotional  and  psychological 
ramifications. 

Blau  also  pointed  out  that  other 
research  has  revealed  these  factors: 

• Discrimination  against  mothers  persists. 
Studies  show  that  “mothers  with  the  same 
qualifications  as  non-mothers  were  viewed 
as  less  committed  and  less  motivated,  and, 
if  hired,  it  was  recommended  that  they 

be  paid  less  for  their  services  than  non- 
mothers.” 

• In  the  1970s,  it  was  apparent  that 
only  about  five  percent  of  symphony 
orchestra  members  countrywide  were 
women,  a situation  that  was  addressed 
by  withholding  gender  identity  from 
the  audition  process.  “Blind  auditions 
greatly  increased  the  probability  that 
more  and  more  women  would  be  hired  in 
orchestras,”  she  said. 

• Studies  have  uncovered  “a  notable 
amount  of  hiring  discrimination”  in 
restaurants,  even  in  the  recruiting 
practices  of  major  research  universities. 

To  deal  with  applicants  for  laboratory 
management  positions  in  one  such  facility, 
key  faculty  members  were  asked  to 
evaluate  resumes.  “And,”  said  Blau,  “the 
faculty,  which  included  women,  opted 
more  for  men  than  women.” 

W’hile  the  gender  pay  gap  has  changed 
little  since  the  1980s,  Blau  also  opined  that 
“we  haven’t  done  enough  to  accommodate 
work  and  family.”  More  flexible  work 
arrangements,  now  popular  in  Europe, 
could  have  a positive  effect,  she  said. 
Another  idea:  “We  could  encourage 
more  dads  to  take  paternal  leave — maybe 
create  family  leaves  only  for  fathers,” 
a suggestion  that  lecture  attendees 
applauded  vigorously.  • 

THE  ECONOMICS  OF  HAPPINESS 

Continued  from  Page  8 

Zarghamee  also  researches 
underrepresented  groups.  She’s  published 
on  child  labor  with  coauthor  Kaushik 
Basu,  chief  economist  of  the  World 


Bank,  and  recently,  with  John  Ifcher,  in 
the  Journal  of  Happiness  Studies,  about 
single  mothers.  Traditionally  women 
around  the  world  report  being  happier 
than  men.  But,  in  recent  decades  in  the 
U.S.,  women’s  happiness  has  been  on  the 
downswing.  That’s  surprising,  she  points 
out,  given  the  increase  in  freedoms  women 
have  secured  over  that  time.  However, 
Zarghamee  noticed  that  single  mothers 
haven’t  followed  the  declining-happiness 
trend.  Among  the  many  possible  reasons, 
she  suggests  it  might  have  something  to 
do  with  stigma — single  mothers  aren’t 
ostracized  the  way  they  once  were. 

Or  it  could  be  that,  with  the  increased 
availability  of  birth  control,  more  single 
women  are  having  babies  by  choice  than 
they  were  decades  ago. 

Focusing  on  such  diverse  topics  as 
the  art  market  and  single  motherhood 
appeals  to  Zarghamee.  She  chose  her 
field,  in  part,  because  of  its  breadth.  In 
addition  to  an  innate  interest  in  people, 
she  also  possesses  a roving  curiosity.  As 
an  undergraduate  at  Cornell,  she  felt 
economics  offered  space  to  explore.  (It 
also  helped,  she  says,  that  she  grew  up  in 
an  Iranian  family,  where  the  study  of  math 
and  science  carried  great  weight,  and  went 
hand  and  hand  with  reading  poetry  and 
studying  the  arts.) 

Zarghamee  began  her  PhD  work 
studying  developing  countries,  which  gave 
her  a perspective  on  her  own  happiness 
because  of  the  lack  of  freedom  for  women 
in  many  parts  of  the  world.  She  says,  “I 
would  think,  ‘Oh  my  God,  here  I am,  of 
the  richest  .01  percent  in  all  of  history.’ 
And  I’d  also  think  about  the  fact  that  I’m  a 
woman — I would  have  never  been  able  to 
live  the  way  that  I do  and  have  the  choices 
that  I have.  ‘I’m  not  feeling  good?  How 
dare  I?”’ 

She  also  sees  the  aforementioned 
benefits  of  being  happy — how  her  hobbies 
help  her  be  more  efficient  and  productive 
at  work.  Her  research  suggests  further 
pluses.  In  a 201 1 study,  Zarghamee  and 
Ifcher  looked  at  the  impact  of  a good 
mood  on  on  one’s  patience  in  receiving 
a monetary  prize.  Those  feeling  positive, 


they  found,  were  much  more  willing  than 
those  feeling  negative  to  take  a long  view 
of  their  finances.  “Initially  ignored-and 
subsequently  thought  to  be  disruptive- 
emotions  have  historically  received  a bum 
rap  from  decision  researchers,”  she  and 
her  colleague  write.  But  that’s  no  longer 
the  case,  they  say. 

“Being  happy  changes  everything,” 
Zarghamee  says.  “It  makes  us  better 
decision  makers.  It  makes  us  much  more 
pleasurable  to  be  around,  which  makes  for 
better  relationships.  It  seems  like  even  if  it 
takes  a little  bit  of  a leap  of  faith  or  even  if 
it  takes  a little  bit  of  gritting  your  teeth  for 
a second,  you  don’t  need  to  wait  for  some 
big  windfall  to  make  you  happy.  We’re 
not  talking  about  ecstatic  happiness,”  she 
notes,  “just  that  little  bit  of  happiness  that 
makes  you  more  satisfied  with  life.”  • 

OPENING  THE  CLOSET  DOOR 

Continued  from  Page  9 

and  noted  that  in  some  English  circles,  the 
highest  form  of  a society  introduction  was 
“coming  out  to  the  Queen.” 

As  director  of  BCRW,  Prof.  Janet 
Jakobsen  said  in  a subsequent  e-mail, 
“Professor  Abelove’s  lecture  continues 
the  long  tradition  at  BCRW,  since  at  least 
the  1982  Scholar  & Feminist  Conference, 
of  taking  seriously  the  importance  of 
milestones  in  the  politics  of  sexuality.  He 
show’s  the  ways  in  which  a term  that  w’e 
now  take  for  granted,  ‘coming  out  of  the 
closet,’  developed  during  the  shifts  from 
early  twentieth  century  reticence  about 
sexuality  to  movements  for  gay  liberation 
that  focused  on  such  reticence  as  harmful 
to  the  joys  of  living  one’s  life  fully  and 
openly.”  • 

THE  CONFLICT  OVER  PEACE  BUILDING 

Coiiiiiiued  from  Page  14 

used  as  models.  The  book  brainstorms 
ways  to  improve  the  international  peace- 
building process  while  outlining  the 
problems  that  exist  under  the  current 
model,  as  well  as  ideas  for  how  to 
solve  them.  Peaceland  is  not  a spot  on 
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the  map  but  an  international  political 
machine — one  that  Autesserre  calls  mostly 
ineflfective.  She  writes  in  her  book  that 
there  is  no  consensus  on  the  success  of 
peace-building  efforts — research  numbers 
vary  by  source  from  31  to  85  percent — 
and  there’s  enormous  disagreement  about 
which  are  the  actual  cases  of  success. 
Timor-Leste  is  often  heralded  as  a 
successful  example  of  international  peace 
building,  but  it  is  not  fully  peaceful,  and 
what  success  there  is  comes  mostly  from 
local  peoples’  efforts. 

But  while  officials  typically  cite  such 
reasons  for  failure  as  lack  of  funds,  or 
political  or  cultural  clashes  on  the  ground, 
Autesserre  says  that  violations  of  social 
practice  and  information  gathering  may 
cause  the  most  damage.  For  example,  she 
and  a group  of  fellow  expatriates  would 
attend  parties  in  Afghanistan  that  involved 
alcohol  and  where  women  dressed  as  they 
would  for  parties  in  the  U.S.  “I  never  felt 
comfortable,”  she  says.  “Then  I would  see 
Afghans  looking  at  us  in  the  street.” 

Incidents  like  this  can  undermine 
an  entire  project.  “We  value  thematic 
knowledge  more  than  local  expertise,  and 
that  leads  to  a lot  of  problems,”  Autesserre 
says.  “Some  organizations  have  managed 
to  rely  and  build  on  local  knowledge.  But 
no  one  is  doing  everything  right.” 

It’s  not  necessarily  the  fault  of 
individuals  working  in  these  regions, 
says  Autesserre.  Most  are  well  meaning 
and  relatively  competent.  Yet  they  are 
also  caught  in  a system  that  makes  it 
extremely  difficult  to  do  a good  job.  If 
the  professor  is  any  indication,  these 
workers  also  have  impressive  credentials. 

A native  of  France  who  completed 
undergraduate  studies  in  political  science 
at  the  Sorbonne  (and  was  valedictorian 
of  her  class),  Autesserre  received  a 
master’s  in  political  science  from  the 
Paris  Institute  of  Political  Studies,  known 
as  Sciences  Po,  before  earning  another 
MA  in  international  affairs  at  NYU  and 
a PhD  in  political  science  at  Columbia. 
Fueled  by  prestigious  awards  and  grants, 
(Fulbright  Scholar,  MacCracken  Fellow, 

U.  S.  Institute  of  Peace  Fellow,  Presidential 


Research  Award  at  Barnard,  among  many 
distinctions),  Autesserre  has  been  able  to 
travel  extensively,  view  the  peace-building 
process  firsthand,  and  interview  workers. 

The  complaints  were  extensive 
and  familiar.  “Many  [expatriate  peace 
builders]  are  frustrated  but  they  can’t 
voice  their  frustrations  publicly,  because 
if  they  did  so  they  would  jeopardize  their 
positions,”  Autesserre  says.  “As  part  of 
that  world,  you  only  talk  about  it  in  the 
evening  relaxing,  venting  with  a drink  with 
friends.  But  it’s  so  important.  It  should 
be  on  the  agenda  at  the  headquarters  of 
everyone  who  cares  about  international 
peace  building.  I see  my  book  as  amplifying 
the  voice  of  these  people,”  she  says. 

The  research  that  she  does  also  helps 
inform  her  teaching  at  Barnard.  This  year, 
Autesserre  is  teaching  the  colloquium. 

Aid,  Violence,  and  Politics  in  Africa,  as 
well  as  a graduate-level  seminar.  Debates 
on  International  Peace  Interventions.  The 
colloquium  focuses  on  humanitarian  aid, 
and  the  graduate  seminar  highlights  the 
question  of  peace  and  how  to  analyze  the 
effectiveness  of  international  interventions. 

Autesserre  tells  her  students  that  to  be 
good  peace  builders,  they  must  specialize 
in  a specific  area  of  the  world — learn  the 
language,  read  as  much  as  possible  about 
the  region,  travel  to  it,  and  see  if  they 
can  handle  the  pressure  of  working  in 
this  type  of  environment.  Undergraduate 
foreign-language  study  is  essential.  She 
notes  that  students  can  study  Swahili 
or  Wolof  (a  language  of  Senegal,  the 
Gambia,  and  Mauritania  in  western 
Africa);  Arabic,  French,  and  Spanish  are 
also  very  useful.  Barnard  students  can 
also  take  Autesserre’s  classes  on  peace 
building  and  civil  wars  to  gain  background 
in  understanding  and  analyzing  conflicts. 
She  also  points  out  that  the  School 
of  International  and  Public  Affairs  at 
Columbia  also  offers  many  classes  on 
peacekeeping,  mediation,  and  more. 

Barnard  does  a wonderful  job  of 
encouraging  study-abroad  opportunities, 
adds  Autesserre.  Her  students  have 
participated  in  programs  in  Rwanda, 

South  Africa,  and  Uganda,  learning 


about  places  that  have  been  through 
conflict.  There  are  also  great  internship 
opportunities  here  in  New  York,  with 
the  United  Nations  and  NGOs,  and  in 
Washington,  D.C.  However,  the  professor 
reminds  students  that  these  experiences 
should  never  be  at  the  expense  of 
academics,  because  getting  into  graduate 
school  is  essential  for  this  type  of  work. 

Autesserre  credits  Barnard  students 
and  colleagues  for  much  of  the  intellectual 
support  throughout  the  writing  of 
Peaceland.  Her  lectures  with  students 
helped  her  flesh  out  ideas,  and  colleagues 
read  her  manuscript  and  offered  useful 
advice.  Gust  as  important  was  the 
New  York  City  couch  on  which  fellow 
political  science  assistant  professor  Ayten 
Gtindogdu  allowed  her  to  crash  between 
research  trips.) 

Peaceland  was  released  last  spring,  so 
Autesserre  is  still  gauging  its  full  impact. 
She  believes  that  change  will  not  just  come 
from  the  top  down;  everyone  can  make 
a difference.  “I  get  e-mails  from  former 
Barnard  students  now  in  interventionist 
work  in  Botswana,  in  Thailand,  other 
places  like  that.  They  tell  me  ‘Something 
happened  last  week  and  I kept  in  mind 
the  discussions  we  had  in  class  about  the 
importance  of  local  knowledge,  and  the 
importance  of  not  following  templates.’ 

“I  was  hoping  that  I was  doing 
something,”  says  Autesserre.  “That 
through  my  teaching  I was  also  helping 
change  the  system.”  • 

SALON:  PARRY  CREEDON 

Continued  from  Page  1 7 

you  have  laughs  with  them,”  she  says. 

The  career  offers  flexibility,  which  she 
appreciates  now  that  she  is  the  mother  of 
a 9-month-old  son,  whose  father  is  her 
partner,  Michael  Sledd,  a line  producer. 
(He  manages  a movie’s  budget.)  She 
met  Sledd  working  on  a film  several 
years  ago.  The  couple  lives  in  New  York 
City;  Creedon  moved  after  deciding  Los 
Angeles  “wasn’t  for  me.”  Work  often  takes 
her  on  location  to  cities  such  as  Seattle 
and  Shreveport,  though  she  has  worked 
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on  several  films  in  New  York.  What  she 
loves  is  logging  1 2-hour  days  on  set  and 
later  sitting  down  in  a movie  theatre  and 
seeing  the  product  of  her  work  on  the 
big  screen:  “When  you  get  on  a set  and 
it's  all  working,  and  you're  having  fun  as 
well  as  producing  something  great,  there's 
nothing  better.”  • 

BACK  TO  THE  GARDEN 

Continued  from  Page  33 

after  Reagan  had  been  elected,  and  there 
was  a biting  melancholy  in  my  heart 
that  day,  as  if  it  was  not  clear  whether 
the  world  I had  arrived  in  was  the  one  in 
which  I wanted  to  dwell.  I sat  there  in  a 
lachrymose  trance  until  an  organist  at  the 
cathedral  unexpectedly  began  practicing 
for  the  following  day's  service.  There,  in 
that  beautiful  space,  I heard  the  melody, 
performed  in  a set  of  variations  for  pipe 
organ,  of  John  Lennon's  luiagine. 

W'hen  the  piece  was  over,  I walked  back 
out  onto  Amsterdam,  my  heart  strangely 
light  and  open.  In  the  interim,  snow  had 
transformed  the  cit>’  into  something 
crystalline  and  unrecognizable — a place  out 
of  Dickens,  or  maybe  Tolkien.  As  I stood 
there  on  the  steps  of  the  cathedral,  I felt 
that  things  I had  thought  were  impossible 
could  in  fact  become  real;  that  I would 
learn,  in  time,  how  to  tell  my  story;  that 
I would  find  the  courage  to  come  out  as 
trans  and  begin  to  live  an  authentic  life; 
that  I would  some  day  find,  like  Charles 
Ryder,  the  low  door  in  the  wall  of  the  city 
that  would  open  into  that  enclosed  and 
enchanted  garden. 

The  path  across  the  George  Washington 
Bridge,  which  I traveled  five  years  later 
turned  out,  in  fact,  to  be  part  of  a much 
longer  road,  one  that  would  lead,  in  its 
own  curious  way,  back  to  where  I had 
begun.  After  Baltimore,  it  took  me  to 
Colby  College  in  Maine,  where  I spent 
25  years  as  a member  of  the  English 
department,  where  I would  have  a family, 
and  get  married,  and  publish  my  w’ork, 
and  yes,  even  find  the  courage — with  the 
support  of  my  family  and  students  and 
my  colleagues — to  come  out  as  trans 


and  live  the  life  that  I had  dreamed  of  in 
Morningside  Heights  all  those  years  before. 
It  would  even  lead  me  back,  thanks  to  the 
vision  of  Barnard  President  Debora  Spar 
and  the  welcoming  grace  of  the  College's 
English  department,  to  Morningside 
Heights,  where  I now’  self-consciously 
begin  an  appointment  as  an  endowed  chair 
named  after  one  of  my  favorite  writers  in 
the  world,  Anna  Quindlen,  a woman  who 
once  w’rote,  “It  turned  out  that  w’hen  my 
younger  self  thought  of  taking  wing,  she 
wanted  only  to  let  her  spirit  soar.” 

These  days,  as  I walk  around  my  old 
neighborhood,  it's  tempting  to  look  for  signs 
of  the  person  I once  was.  But  people  who 
look  to  the  world  and  see  only  the  ghosts 
of  their  own  pasts  are  people  who  are  blind 
to  the  present.  It's  true  that  I could  tell 
you  a story  about  every  street  corner  in 
Barnard's  neighborhood,  a story  in  w’hich 
the  protagonist  is  a raggedy  young  man 
trying  to  find  his  courage — those  are  good 
stories,  and  given  my  adorable  narcissism,  I 
know'  I'll  visit  them  again.  But  there  are  a lot 
of  other  stories,  quite  frankly,  that  are  more 
interesting.  Young  people  still  arrive  in  this 
neighborhood  every  day,  in  search  of  their 
shining  fortunes.  Many  of  them  w’ill  go  to 
Barnard.  It’s  my  job  now’  to  help  them,  not 
by  telling  my  own  tales,  but  by  helping  them 
to  find  the  courage  to  tell  their  own. 

That  low’  door  in  the  w’all — through  a 
process  as  mysterious  now’  as  the  passage 
of  time — unexpectedly  creaked  open  for 
me  at  last.  At  Barnard,  in  the  years  ahead,  I 
will  try  to  hold  it  open  for  my  students,  so 
that  they  too  can  find,  against  all  odds,  that 
enclosed  and  enchanted  garden  that  aw’aits 
them  on  the  other  side.  • 


LIGHTS  OUT! 

Continued  from  Page  76 

We  did  not  keep  the  candles  long,  aware 
of  people  yelling  up  from  the  street,  “Put 
those  lights  out! "That's  almost  the  most 
frightening  thing  about  a blackout.  The 
mild  fellow,  perhaps  your  seatmate  on 
the  cable  car,  the  pleasant  woman  buying 
flowers  at  one  of  the  street  stalls,  become 
transformed  into  fanatical,  self-appointed 


minions  of  law  and  order.  There  have 
been  cases  here  of  infuriated  pedestrians 
shooting  out  the  windows  of  homes  that 
remain  lighted  in  a blackout. 

After  the  sirens  died  away,  after  we 
had  resigned  ourselves  to  lightlessness 
and  eatlessness,  we  began  to  really  have  a 
good  time.  Our  dinner  guests,  moderately 
dull  people  under  the  glare  of  electricity, 
revealed  entirely  unsuspected  senses  of 
humor.  As  a matter  of  fact,  we  all  began  to 
feel  that  we  were  pretty  witty  people,  much 
as  one  feels  after  that  extra  cocktail... Not 
one  of  the  six  of  us  remembers  what  in 
the  world  we  laughed  at,  but  it  certainly 
served  its  purpose,  for  we  forgot  to  listen 
for  airplanes. 

Forgot  almost  entirely.  Now  and  then  the 
talk  would  die  down,  and  you  could  hear  a 
steady  droning  overhead.  As  if  it  were  not 
a fit  subject  for  dinner-table  conversation, 
no  one  mentioned  the  planes  at  all.  I found 
myself  listening  for  bombs,  and  then 
hastily,  someone  would  say  something,  and 
we  were  off  on  our  marathon  of  wit. 

Someone  realized,  in  a flash  of  insight, 
that  as  long  as  our  house  lights  were  out, 
it  would  not  help  the  enemy  if  we  were 
to  raise  the  Venetian  blinds  and  look  out. 
The  result  of  no  lights,  no  autos,  no 
pedestrians,  no  nothing  but  the  sky  and 
the  dark  bulk  of  buildings,  is  a sight  I shall 
never  forget.  It  was  as  if  every  one  of  the 
700,000  San  Franciscans  had  died  and 
left  us  to  keep  a lonely  vigil  over  the  silent 
husk  of  the  city.  Not  that  it  was  really  dark. 
The  sky  and  the  stars,  whose  existence  a 
big-city  dweller  is  apt  to  forget  entirely, 
had  suddenly  sprung  into  prominence; 
streets  were  clearly  visible,  the  buildings 
boldly  silhouetted. 

The  “all  clear”  sounded  at  10  PM;  and 
by  10:15  PM,  we  were  eating  those  steaks. . . 
The  six  of  us  felt  we  had  awakened  from  a 
dream;  the  light  on  our  gloom-accustomed 
eyes  helped  the  illusion.  We  suddenly  found 
we  were  too  tired  and  too  hungry  to  be 
funny  any  more... 

''Blackout  for  Sail  Francisco”  by  Miriam 
Roher,  condensed  and  edited  from  Barnard 
.Magazine,  February  1 942  • 
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LAST  IMAGE 


Kate  Ryan  '09 


Waikiki  Screen,  2010 

Black  and  white  photographic  print 


LAST  IMAGE:  CALL  FOR  ENTRIES 

Do  you  have  an  amazing  photograph  or  work 
of  art  that  you  would  like  to  share  with  fellow 
alumnae?  Please  send  submissions  to  David 
Hopson  at  dhopson@barnard.edu. 
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LAST  WORD 


by  Miriam  Roher  '36 


Illustration  by  Dermot  Flynn 


Lights  Out! 

• 

Today  power  outages, 
often  due  to  demands  on 
the  electrical  grid  during 
the  sweltermg  days  of 
snmmer,  have  most  of  ns 
gritting  our  teeth  while  we 
wait  for  the  AC  and  lights 
to  return.  In  the  early 
'40s,  a member  of  the 
Class  of  A 6 zvrote  of  more 
sinister  blackouts. 

m 

The  first  time  it  happened  it  seemed  like 
a remarkably  unfunny  practical  joke.  It 
was  a day  or  two  after  war  began,  and  we 
were  still  in  the  news-hunting,  dial-twirling 
stage.  I had  just  given  up  hope  of  getting 
any  newer  news,  and  had  settled  down 
to  a radio  romance  played  by  a couple  of 


movie  stars,  when  the  heroine  was  cut  off 
in  the  middle  of  an  “I  love  you.”  More  dial 
twirling  followed,  in  an  irritated  attempt 
to  find  out  what  was  wrong  with  the  radio. 
Then,  suddenly,  a commentator  on  a 
Seattle  station:  “San  Francisco,”  he  said, 
“is  in  the  middle  of  an  air  raid;  all  radio 
stations  have  been  ordered  off  the  air  and 
the  city  is  blacked  out.” 

My  reaction  was  complete  disbelief  and 
not  a little  anger.  After  all,  I was  in  San 
Francisco,  and  my  home  was  blazing  with 
lights.  And  I hadn’t  heard  any  bombs. 

I ran  to  the  window  just  to  check  up 
and — I remember  saying  it  aloud — “It  is 
a blackout!”  Apartment  lights,  like  those 
in  my  own  house,  were  on  all  over  the 
city,  but  the  street  lights  were  gone,  and 
a uniformed  soldier  stood  in  the  middle 
of  the  street,  stopping  automobiles  and 
making  them  turn  off  their  headlights.  The 
soldier  was  what  impressed  me;  somehow 
it  seemed  outrageous  then  to  see  the 
military  telling  civilians  what  to  do. 

Later  in  the  evening  we  went  for  a walk 
to  see  what  San  Francisco  was  like  in  a 
blackout.  Street  lights  and  auto  lights 
were  still  out,  but  aside  from  that,  the 
city  proceeded  as  usual,  a huge  neon  sign 
advertising,  as  brightly  as  ever,  a railroad, 
crowds  of  pedestrians  joking  on  the  street 


corners  while  cars  equipped  with  loud 
speakers  roared  fruitless  assurances  that, 
“This  is  not  a joke;  this  is  a real  blackout; 
please  put  out  your  lights.” 

That  was  the  last  time  SF  was  either 
good-humored  or  uncooperative  in  a 
blackout.  The  newspapers  taught  us.  The 
army  taught  us  (with  a furious  general 
who  burst  into  profanity  at  a public 
meeting).  Mayor  LaGuardia  and  Eleanor 
Roosevelt  came  out  here  to  teach  us.  Our 
city  fathers  in  an  ineffectual,  arm-waving 
fashion  tried  to  teach  us.  A stream  of 
soldiers  ...  on  their  way  to  Hawaii  and 
the  Philippines,  taught  us;  a stream  of 
refugees  from  Honolulu,  many  of  them 
our  friends,  taught  us. 

We  did  not  laugh  when  the  next 
blackout  came. 

We  had  just  sat  down  to  dinner.  There 
were  six — three  family  members,  three 
guests.  The  sirens  began  as  we  finished  the 
fruit  cup.  I had  a moment  of  utter  panic. 
We  rushed  to  the  window,  by  now  a habit, 
to  look  at  the  street  lights.  They  were  out. 
We  were  all  putting  out  lights,  fumbling 
with  bedspreads  too  clumsy  to  cover  the 
windows,  indecisively  pulling  our  steaks 
in  and  out  of  the  oven,  and  being  thankful 
for  the  candles  on  the  dinner  table. 
Continued  on  Page  74 
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IN  NEW  YORK  CITY 


PROGRAMS  FOR  RISING  HIGH  SCHOOL  JUNIOR  AND  SENIOR  GIRLS 


SUMMER  IN  THE  CITY  PROGRAM  ■ LIBERAL  ARTS  INTENSIVE  ■ YOUNG  WOMEN'S  LEADERSHIP  INSTITUTE 


DANCE  IN  THE  CITY  ■ SUMMER  SCIENCE  SEMINARS  ■ ENTREPRENEURS-IN-TRAINING 


barnard.edu/summer 


BARNARD 


IN  PARTNERSHIP  WITH  COLUMBIA  UNIVERSITY 


Founding  Sponsor 

REGINA  K.  SCUUY/  FOUNDER  & CEO 


ArtemisRising 

FOUNDATION  ‘ 


ATHENA  CENTER  FOR 
LEADERSHIP  STUDIES 
'AT  BARNARD  COLLEGE 


FEBRUARY  5-8,  2015 

Barnard  college 

athenafiiinfestival.com 


A Celebration  of  Women  and  Leadership 


HOLLYWOOD 


BARNARD 

I jjlTII  AXNIVEKSARV 


Film  Festival 

5111  Anniversary 


BARNARD  REUNION 

May  28-31,2015 


Please  mark  your  calendars  for  Reunion  2015! 


If  you  would  like  to  serve  on  your  class  committee  and  be  involved  in  planning  Reunion 
please  contact  Alumnae  Affairs  at  reunion@barnard.edu  or  21 2.854.2005. 


REUNITE. 


